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Abstract

This paper delves into the unforeseen connection between the distance from Neptune and the prevalence
of burglaries in the heart of America, Kansas. Despite the apparent cosmic disconnect, our research team
assembled data utilizing the advanced astronomical tool Astropy and judiciously combed through the FBI 
Criminal Justice Information Services records. Our findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 
0.9629282, with a p-value less than 0.01 for the time frame spanning from 1985 to 2022. Upon further 
scrutiny, these results shed light on the academic and gravitational conundrum of why the spatial 
separation of Neptune from Earth exerts an inexplicable influence on criminal activities in the terrestrial 
domain. This incongruous alliance between celestial measurements and criminal behavior not only raises 
eyebrows but also inspires a plethora of undoubtedly celestial, rogue speculations. Our investigation 
offers a celestial twist to conventional criminological theories and encourages further exploration into the 
cosmic chaos lurking behind earthly mischief.
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1. Introduction

     The eternal question of whether cosmic
events  have  any  influence  on  human
behavior  has  long  captivated  the

imaginations  of  curious  minds.  From  the
celestial  ballet  of  planets  to  the  earthly
hustle and bustle of criminal activities,  the
connection  between  the  two  realms  has
been  a  subject  of  both  amusement  and
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skepticism. In this study, we embark on an
interstellar odyssey to explore the uncanny
relationship  between  the  distance  from
Neptune,  the  furthest  and  most  enigmatic
planet  in  our  solar  system,  and  the
occurrence  of  burglaries  in  the  steadfast
heartland of America, Kansas.

     While traditional criminological theories
have  often  focused  on  more  earthbound
factors  such  as  socioeconomic  status,
urbanization,  and  law  enforcement,  our
research  breaks  new ground  by  venturing
into  the  uncharted  territory  of  celestial
influence  on  criminal  behavior.  The
unexpected  linkage  between  Neptune's
distant  orbit  and  illicit  activities  in  the
Sunflower  State  may  at  first  seem  as
improbable as finding a grain of sand at the
bottom  of  the  Mariana  Trench.  However,
armed with the power of astrophysical data
and  a  dash  of  whimsy,  we  set  forth  to
unravel the cosmic conundrum enshrouding
this unlikely association.

     As  we  delve  into  the  depths  of  this
perplexing  celestial  enigma,  we
simultaneously  confront  the  gravity  of  the
situation at hand. The statistical analysis of
the  spatial  and  temporal  relationship
between  Neptune's  celestial  whereabouts
and the reported burglaries in Kansas over
the years has revealed a correlation that is
as striking as a comet across the night sky.
The findings, with a correlation coefficient of
0.9629282 and  a  p-value  lower  than your
hopes  for  a  sunny  day  during  monsoon
season,  defy  conventional  understanding
and demand thoughtful scrutiny.

    What  sets  this  inquiry  apart  from the
mundane  is  not  just  the  unexpected
correlation but the potential implications for
both the arcane field of astrophysics and the
pragmatic  realm  of  criminology.  We  invite
the reader to embark on this cosmic caper
with  us,  as  we  unravel  the  mysteries  of
Neptune's  influence  on  earthly
misdemeanors, and perhaps we might even

find that the answer was written in the stars
all along.

2. Literature Review

In the annals of scholarly inquiry, the pursuit
of knowledge often leads researchers down
unexpected paths, exploring unconventional
hypotheses  that  challenge  conventional
wisdom.  In  "Planetary  Distances  and
Earthly  Mischief,"  Smith  et  al.  ponder  the
potential  link  between  the  distance  from
Neptune, the icy giant of the solar system,
and  the  incidence  of  criminal  acts  in  the
American  heartland.  Their  earnest
investigation  delves  into  the  realm  of
celestial  influence  on  human  behavior,
laying the groundwork for our own cosmic
escapade  traversing  the  the  celestial
highways.

Doe and Jones,  in their  authoritative work
"Astrological  Anomalies  and  Criminal
Conundrums,"  harken  back  to  ancient
beliefs in cosmic causality and its impact on
human destinies. While their findings delve
into  the more mystic  territory  of  astrology,
they  spark  contemplation  on  the  role  of
cosmic  bodies  in  shaping  human  actions,
paving  the  way  for  our  exploration  of  the
Neptunian connection.

As  we venture  into  the realm of  literature
beyond  traditional  research,  we  encounter
the  intriguing  contributions  of  non-fiction
works  such as  "Neptune:  The  Elusive  Ice
Giant" by Astrophysics Today and "The FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services
Handbook"  by  Law  Enforcement  Press.
These  invaluable  resources  provide  the
foundation to  bridge  the gap between the
cosmos  and  earthly  misdeeds,  offering
celestial insights and earthly data to fuel our
investigation.

Furthermore,  the  fictional  realm  offers  its
own  peculiar  yet  pertinent  contributions,
with  books  such  as  "Neptunian  Nights:  A
Crime  Thriller"  by  Mystery  Novelist
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Extraordinaire  and  "Kansas  Chaos:  An
Interstellar  Adventure"  by  Science  Fiction
Enthusiast. While these works may dwell in
the  realm  of  imagination,  they  provoke
contemplation on the interplay between the
celestial  and  the  terrestrial,  offering  a
whimsical  lens  through  which  to  view our
own findings.

As we peer into the more lighthearted realm
of childhood nostalgia, we cannot overlook
the  influence  of  cartoons  and  children's
shows that have inadvertently touched upon
the celestial mysteries. Shows such as "The
Magic  School  Bus"  and  "Scooby-Doo:
Mystery Incorporated" have titillated young
minds  with  their  cosmic  capers  and
courageous  investigations,  planting  seeds
of  curiosity  that  may  have  unknowingly
sprouted into our own research endeavors.

The  diverse  array  of  literature,  spanning
from scholarly works to literary imaginings,
serves  as  a  testament  to  the  pervasive
allure of uncovering the unexpected and the
unexplained.  Our  own  investigation,  while
firmly rooted in empirical data and rigorous
analysis,  draws  inspiration  from  this  rich
tapestry  of  knowledge  and  speculation  as
we embark on our own whimsical pursuit of
truth amidst the cosmic chaos.

3. Our approach & methods

As the saying goes, "When the going gets
tough,  the  tough  get  going,"  and  our
research team certainly upheld this mantra
as we navigated through the astronomical
and criminological labyrinth to uncover the
elusive  link  between  Neptune's  distance
and the frequency of burglaries in Kansas.
Our  approach  combined  elements  of
celestial  census-taking  and  statistical
sleuthing, all in an attempt to shed light on
this celestial oddity.

First  and  foremost,  our  journey  into  the
cosmos  began  with  the  utilization  of
advanced  astronomical  software,  namely

Astropy.  With  its  celestial  mapping
capabilities,  data visualization tools,  and a
sprinkle of cosmic curiosity, Astropy allowed
us  to  precisely  pinpoint  the  distance
between Neptune and Earth at different time
points from 1985 to 2022. We must admit,
maneuvering  through  the  vast  expanse  of
celestial data felt akin to navigating through
an interstellar corn maze with a blindfold on
– challenging, yet exhilarating.

On the terrestrial  front,  our research team
turned  to  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services  for  the  invaluable
records  of  reported  burglaries  in  Kansas
over  the  same  time  period.  We  combed
through  these  databases  with  the  same
tenacity as a squirrel scouring for acorns in
the autumn,  meticulously  documenting the
incidence and frequency of  these unlawful
entries. 

With the celestial and earthly data in hand,
we then put on our statistical spectacles and
embarked on the arduous, yet exhilarating,
task  of  analysis.  We employed  correlation
analysis,  regression  modeling,  and  other
statistical  methods  with  the  diligence  of  a
cosmic  detective  seeking  the  key  to
unlocking  this  celestial  conundrum.  The
correlation coefficient  and p-value,  like the
North Star guiding ancient mariners, served
as  our  compass  in  navigating  the  sea  of
statistical inference.

Altogether,  our  methodology  was  akin  to
traversing  a  celestial  obstacle  course,  but
with  the  dual  purpose  of  unraveling  the
mysteries  of  the  universe  and  terrestrial
misdeeds.  While  our  approach  may  seem
as  fanciful  as  grasping  moonbeams,  it  is
with a blend of academic rigor and whimsy
that we embarked on this journey, daring to
peer  beyond  the  realm  of  conventional
inquiry and into the cosmic unknown.

4. Results
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The analysis of the collected data revealed
a remarkably strong correlation between the
distance from Neptune and the incidence of
burglaries  in  Kansas.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9629282  suggests  a  very
high  positive  relationship  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  In  plain
English,  this  means  that  as  the  distance
from Neptune to Earth changes, so does the
number of burglaries in Kansas – quite the
cosmic caper, indeed. The r-squared value
of  0.9272307  further  emphasizes  the
strength of  this relationship,  indicating that
over 92% of the variation in burglary rates
can  be  attributed  to  the  distance  from
Neptune. This is beyond what we might call
a "celestial coincidence."

The p-value of  less than 0.01 implies that
the  correlation  observed  is  statistically
significant,  providing  compelling  evidence
that  the  relationship  between  Neptune's
distance and burglary rates in Kansas is not
just a random fluke – unlike finding a dime
in  a  haystack.  These  findings  challenge
conventional notions of causality, prompting
us  to  ponder  whether  there  may  be  a
"Neptunian  effect"  at  play  in  the  criminal
activities of Kansas.

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually  illustrates
the strong positive correlation between the
distance from Neptune and the number of
reported burglaries in Kansas over the 37-
year period. Each point on the plot seems to
exclaim, "Thieves come in Neptune's night!"
The apparent celestial influence on earthly
misdeeds is as puzzling as it  is  intriguing,
and  it  invites  further  exploration  into  the
cosmic  connections  to  everyday  human
behavior.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Overall,  our  results  lend  support  to  the
notion that cosmic events may have a more
tangible  impact  on  terrestrial  affairs  than
previously  thought.  This  unexpected
discovery not only adds a celestial twist to
criminological theories but also underscores
the  interconnectedness  of  the  universe  in
ways  that  transcend  the  boundaries  of
traditional disciplinary silos. As we navigate
through this celestial  labyrinth, one cannot
help but marvel at the mysterious ways in
which the cosmos may be at play in shaping
the human experience.

5. Discussion

The results  of  our  study,  while  undeniably
celestial  in  nature,  bring  to  light  a  cosmic
conundrum  that  sheds  new  light  on  the
hitherto  unexplored  connection  between
astronomical  phenomena  and  criminal
activities  in  the  heart  of  America.  The
remarkably  strong correlation  between  the
distance from Neptune and the incidence of
burglaries in Kansas appears to support the
prior research conducted by Smith et al. and
further  justifies  the  cosmic  escapade
initiated by our own investigation.

Indeed,  Smith  et  al.,  with  their  earnest
exploration,  laid  the  groundwork  for  our
celestial  quest  of  unveiling  the  celestial
highways that  bear  influence on terrestrial
misdeeds.  Just  as  we  set  our  sights  on
Neptune, using the advanced astronomical
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tool  Astropy  as  our  guiding  star,  they  too
gazed  at  the  heavens,  pondering  the
potential link between the distant ice giant
and the earthly  enigma of  criminal  acts in
the  American  Midwest.  Their  work,  in  its
earnestness and fortitude, inspires a cosmic
curiosity  that  our  own exploration  aims to
satiate.

Furthermore,  the  enigmatic  yet  pertinent
contributions from the fictional realm, such
as  "Neptunian  Nights:  A  Crime  Thriller,"
have  inadvertently  touched  upon  the
celestial mysteries and unwittingly propelled
our  own whimsical  pursuit  of  truth  amidst
the  cosmic  chaos.  These  literary
imaginings,  while  dwelling  in  the  realm of
imagination,  offer  a  lens  through  which  to
view our own findings, albeit through a more
whimsical and unconventional perspective.

Our  results,  with  a  correlation  coefficient
nearing 1 and a statistical significance level
of  less  than  0.01,  confidently  assert  that
there  is  indeed  a  perplexing  linkage
between the distance from Neptune and the
incidence  of  burglaries  in  Kansas.  This
finding,  while  alluringly  cosmic  in  nature,
tantalizes  the  imagination  and  calls  for  a
contemplation  of  the  role  cosmic  events
may play in shaping terrestrial  affairs.  The
strong positive relationship depicted in the
scatterplot  seems  to  scream,  "Burglars
dancing  in  Neptune's  moonlight,  stealing
under  celestial  delight!"  Our  findings  not
only  add a celestial  twist  to  criminological
theories  but  also  affirm  the
interconnectedness of the universe in ways
that defy disciplinary boundaries.

In essence, our study, while firmly rooted in
empirical  data  and  rigorous  analysis,
dances on the celestial highwire, balancing
the  terrestrial  mischief  with  the  cosmic
capers,  urging  researchers  to  ponder  the
Neptunian effect on the criminal activities of
Kansas.  As  we  navigate  the  celestial
labyrinth,  we  are  reminded  that  in  the
cosmic  symphony,  even  the  seemingly
distant planets may influence the terrestrial

dance of human behavior. So, as we map
the  trajectory  of  Neptune  and  the
prevalence of burglaries in Kansas, we are
undeniably drawn closer to the elegance of
celestial  chaos and the enigmatic  ways in
which it intertwines with earthly affairs.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has boldly gone
where no academic study has gone before,
unraveling the cosmic conundrum of the link
between  Neptune's  nautical  distance  and
the  number  of  burglaries  in  the  heart  of
America,  Kansas.  The  unexpected
correlation coefficient of 0.9629282 and a p-
value that's lower than the odds of finding a
four-leaf  clover  on  a  cloudy  day  provide
compelling evidence of this celestial caper.
The  interplay  between  celestial
measurements and earthly mischief has left
us  not  just  scratching  our  heads  but
pondering whether there may be a lurking
"Neptunian effect"  in  the criminal  activities
of Kansas.

Our  findings  speak  volumes  about  the
interconnectedness of the universe, serving
as a celestial reminder that the cosmos may
have  a  role  in  shaping  the  human
experience – a revelation that  is as mind-
boggling as it  is intriguing. With results as
surprising  as  finding  a  polar  bear  in  the
Sahara,  our  investigation offers a  celestial
twist to conventional criminological theories
and conjures up a plethora of undoubtedly
celestial, rogue speculations.

In light of these cosmic revelations, it's safe
to say that  our  research has uncovered a
'Neptune-nal'  phenomenon,  and  it's  high
time we acknowledge the cosmic dance of
planets  may  have  terrestrial  implications.
However, with a conclusion as clear as the
night sky on a cloudless evening, we assert
that  further  research  in  this  celestial  and
criminal nexus is as necessary as bringing
an umbrella to a desert.
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