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Abstract

This paper delves into the curious correlation between UFO sightings in Kansas and the total number of
successful Mount Everest climbs. Departing from the conventional realms of academic research, we
boldly investigate whether there is any truth in the notion that extraterrestrial visitors might be inspiring
more intrepid souls to conquer the world's tallest peak. Using data from the National UFO Reporting
Center and the Himalayan Database, our research team uncovered a surprisingly strong relationship, with
a correlation coefficient of 0.9092758 and p < 0.01 for the years 1975 to 2011. While some may be
inclined to brush off these findings as mere coincidental whimsy, our rigorous analysis suggests that there
may indeed be some cosmic force at play in shaping the mountaineering endeavors of humanity. This
lighthearted exploration of an unexpected linkage between earthly and otherworldly phenomena is sure to

leave readers both amused and astounded.
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1. Introduction

The world of academia often delves into the
mysterious and unexplored, but rarely does
it venture into the realm of the truly
extraterrestrial. However, in this paper, we
shall boldly go where few researchers have
gone before and shed light on the curious
connection between UFO sightings in
Kansas and the total humber of successful
Mount Everest climbs.

While some may scoff at the idea of a
cosmic correlation, our findings promise to
be the highlight of many a cocktail party
conversation. The notion of little green

beings inspiring individuals to conquer the
tallest peak on Earth may seem far-fetched,
but as we shall demonstrate, there is a
statistical weight to this whimsical theory.

This investigation began as an offhand
comment at a dinner party, but evolved into
a rigorous analysis of two seemingly
unrelated phenomena. With a wry sense of
humor and a dash of scientific curiosity, we
set out to uncover whether there is any
substance to this fanciful notion.

Our approach to this research was as
lighthearted as it was rigorous. Buckle up,
dear reader, for a journey through the far
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reaches of statistical analysis and the outer
limits of mountainous pursuits. We aim to
not only enlighten, but also amuse and
astonish with our findings.

2. Literature Review

Smith (2008) conducted an extensive
analysis of UFO sightings in the state of
Kansas, examining patterns in timing,
location, and reported characteristics of the
extraterrestrial phenomena. Doe (2015)
explored the historical records of successful
Mount Everest climbs, considering factors
such as weather patterns, technological
advancements, and evolving climbing
strategies. Jones (2012) investigated the
psychological motivations behind
mountaineering expeditions, delving into the
mindset of those who are drawn to the
challenges of high-altitude conquests.

As we delve deeper into the realm of
unconventional connections, we find
ourselves drawn to the works of non-fiction
authors such as "UFOs Over Kansas" by
Clark Richards and "Climbing Mount
Everest: The Complete Guide" by Alan
Hinkes. These sources provide a factual
foundation for our investigation, offering
insights into the peculiarities of Kansas-
based UFO sightings and the daunting
allure of Mount Everest.

However, we must not overlook the potential
influence of fictional literature on our
collective consciousness. Works such as
"Close Encounters of the Third Kind" by
Steven Spielberg and "Into Thin Air" by Jon
Krakauer may not be grounded in empirical
data, but they certainly contribute to the
popular imagination surrounding UFO
phenomena and extreme mountain
adventures.

In the realm of internet culture, the "aliens
guy" meme with its wide-eyed figure and the
catchphrase "They're among us" captures
the enduring fascination with extraterrestrial

visitations. On the mountaineering front, the
"Success Kid" meme, featuring a
determined toddler with a fist pump,
embodies the spirit of triumph over
formidable challenges.

With this eclectic mix of sources and
inspirations, we embark on a scholarly
sojourn that defies conventional boundaries
and promises to uncover a connection that
is truly out of this world.

3. Our approach & methods

To initiate this out-of-this-world investigation,
our research team embarked on a quest to
acquire and analyze data spanning the
years 1975 to 2011, a period marked by
both surges in UFO sightings and
triumphant conquests of Mount Everest. We
must confess that our data collection
methods were a tad unconventional, as we
combed through the archives of the National
UFO Reporting Center and scoured the
records of the Himalayan Database, careful
not to overlook any celestial or terrestrial
anomaly that might shed light on our
enigmatic inquiry.

Adhering to our rigorous, some might say
"alien," methodology, we meticulously tallied
the reported UFO sightings in the state of
Kansas and cross-referenced these with the
total number of successful ascents of Mount
Everest during each year. The subsequent
fusion of these disparate datasets allowed
for a comprehensive overview of the
potential relationship between
extraterrestrial  encounters and  the
audacious pursuit of summiting the world's
tallest peak.

Employing statistical software that has been
known to invoke a few "UFQ" - Unidentified
Fundamental Observations - of its own, we
calculated the correlation coefficient
between the frequency of UFO sightings
and the number of successful Mount
Everest climbs. This quantitative approach
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aimed to discern whether a tangible link
existed between these seemingly unrelated
phenomena, and our findings left us
marveling at the cosmic conundrum before
us.

While some may deem our methodology as
whimsical as a spacecraft in a tornado, we
stand by our unorthodox approach as a
necessary means of scrutinizing an
unconventional hypothesis. Our objective is
not only to provide a scholarly account of
our methods, but also to infuse a sense of
wonder and amusement into the scientific
pursuit of deciphering the cosmic caprice
that permeates both earthly and
extraterrestrial domains.

4, Results

The results of our analysis reveal a striking
correlation between UFO sightings in
Kansas and the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs. The correlation
coefficient of 0.9092758 indicates a
remarkably strong positive relationship
between these two variables. Moreover, the
r-squared value of 0.8267824, coupled with
a p-value of less than 0.01, further
reinforces the robustness of this connection.
It seems that as UFO sightings in Kansas
increased, so did the number of successful
climbs to the peak of Mount Everest.

The unassuming state of Kansas, known for
its sprawling plains and wheat fields,
surprisingly emerges as a focal point for
extraterrestrial activity, potentially
influencing the audacious ambitions of
mountaineers. While some may dismiss this
correlation as mere happenstance, the
strength of our findings suggests otherwise.

As one might expect, our groundbreaking
results have caused quite a stir among both
the scientific community and the general
public. The idea that celestial visitors could
be motivating climbers to conquer the
majestic Mount Everest is an enchanting

and humorous notion. Our data, however,
suggest that there may be more to this
cosmic whimsy than meets the eye.

Years 1975-2011, r=0.909, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore, we present Figure 1, a
scatterplot illustrating the compelling
correlation between UFO sightings in
Kansas and the total number of successful
Mount Everest climbs. This visual
representation unmistakably demonstrates
the coherence between these two
seemingly disparate phenomena and
provides a clear testament to the linkage we
have uncovered.

In conclusion, our findings not only raise
eyebrows but also expand the frontiers of
whimsical research. The allure of the
unknown, whether terrestrial or
extraterrestrial, continues to captivate our
collective imagination, and our study offers
a momentous glimpse into the potential
interplay between UFO sightings and the
intrepid pursuits of humankind.

5. Discussion

The results of our investigation undoubtedly
provide fertile ground for fruitful discussion,
much like the rich soil of Kansas. Building
upon the established literature exploring
UFO sightings and  mountaineering
endeavors, our findings lend credence to
the notion that there may indeed be an
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ethereal influence at work in the realm of
human conquests.

Delving into the works of Smith (2008) and
Doe (2015), we find ourselves not merely
chasing after whimsical intrigues but rather
gazing at the stars for celestial guidance in
our scholarly pursuits. The  sturdy
correlation we have unearthed aligns
harmoniously with the patterns observed in
Kansas-based UFO sightings and the
historical record of Mount Everest triumphs.
It appears that as the otherworldly
phenomena dance in the Kansas skies, they
also subtly urge mountaineers to ascend to
ever greater heights. The cosmic ballet of
UFO sightings and mountain conquests
paints a picture as riveting as the aurora
borealis, captivating our attention with its
unexpected allure.

While the internet memes and non-fiction
works we encountered in our literature
review seemed, at first glance, to add a
touch of levity to our scholarly pursuits, they
have ultimately enlightened us to the multi-
faceted nature of our enterprise. The
quirkiness of the "aliens guy" and the
tenacity of "Success Kid" embody the sheer
complexity of human curiosity and
determination, mirroring the intricate
relationship we have unveiled between
celestial  visitations and high-altitude
aspirations.

Harboring such correlations between UFO
sightings and Mount Everest triumphs may
seem as improbable as finding a snowball in
the Sahara Desert. However, our statistical
analysis, akin to a well-equipped
mountaineering expedition, has forged a
path through the rugged Ilandscape of
skepticism and emerged triumphantly with
evidence beyond a reasonable doubt. The r-
squared value of 0.8267824 acts as a
guiding light, illuminating the reliability of our
findings in the vast darkness of uncertainty.

As we reflect on the whimsical genesis of
our research and the grounded solidity of

our results, we are reminded of the whimsy
and wonder that underpins scholarly inquiry.
Our study not only sheds light on the
potential interplay between UFO sightings
and mountaineering achievements but also
serves as a testament to the enduring
human spirit of exploration and discovery,
whether through the vast cosmos or the
towering peaks of the world.

In sum, our findings beckon us to gaze at
the heavens and the Earth with open minds
and open hearts, for it is in the unlikeliest of
connections that we may discover the most
captivating of truths.

6. Conclusion

In wrapping up this out-of-this-world
investigation, it is evident that our findings
have truly launched the discussion into a
cosmic dimension. The strong correlation
between UFO sightings in Kansas and
successful Mount Everest climbs has sent
shockwaves through the scientific
community, leaving many to ponder the
whimsical forces at play. As we reflect on
the gravity of our results, it is clear that our
study has reached new heights in the realm
of eyebrow-raising research.

Our work has indeed shed light on the
potential influence of interstellar visitors on
the audacious endeavors of mountaineers.
Perhaps, as UFOs zip through the Kansas
skies, they whisper cryptic messages to the
ambitious souls aiming for the summit of
Mount Everest, serving as otherworldly
cheerleaders urging them onward and
upward. This tantalizing prospect should not
be dismissed, as our rigorous analysis has
firmly established the statistical weight of
this peculiar connection.

While some may regard our findings with a
raised eyebrow or a chuckle, the robustness
of our results speaks for itself. The
captivating allure of the cosmic and the
breathtaking heights of human ambition

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



have converged in a most unexpected way.
Our scatterplot, a peculiar marriage of
science and whimsy, stands as a testament
to the enchanting coherence between UFO
sightings in Kansas and successful climbs
to the pinnacle of Earth.

In the grand tradition of scholarly inquiry,
our study has grappled with the mystical
and the mirthful. As we bring this chapter to
a close, we assert with confidence that no
further research in this area is necessary.
The gravitational pull of our findings leaves
little room for doubt, and we have boldly
gone where few have gone before, shining
a light on a correlation that boldly goes
beyond the ordinary.
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