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The Curd and the Crook: An Exploration of the Relationship Between
Cottage Cheese Consumption and Burglaries in Nebraska
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This paper delves into the unexpected yet intriguing relationship between cottage cheese
consumption and burglaries in the state of Nebraska. Utilizing data extracted from the
USDA and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services from 1990 to 2021, we aimed to
shed light on this seemingly unrelated pair. Our findings revealed a surprisingly strong
positive correlation, with a coefficient of 0.9171231 and p < 0.01, indicating a statistically
significant association. While the traditional pathways of criminology may not immediately
incorporate dairy products into their analyses, our research illuminates a potential avenue
for further investigation. Join us as we unpack the mysterious interplay between cheese
curds and criminal misdeeds, and perhaps uncover the "whey" to preventing burglaries in

Nebraska.

INTRODUCTION

The enigmatic connection between dietary habits
and criminal activities has long baffled scholars and
law enforcement professionals alike. While the link
between alcohol consumption and reckless behavior
is well-documented, our study sought to explore a
more unorthodox pairing: the consumption of
cottage cheese and the prevalence of burglaries in
the bucolic state of Nebraska. As the saying goes,
"When in doubt, turn to dairy,” or was it "When in
doubt, turn the udder cheek"? In any case, our
investigation was driven by a desire to unravel this
unexpected correlation and perhaps churn out some
surprising findings.

Despite the initial skepticism and dairy-based puns
from our colleagues, we embarked on this research
with a sense of curiosity and a hefty serving of
gouda humor. The dairy industry is known for
producing a "moo-titude" of products, each with its
own unique composition and potential impact on
human behavior. Cottage cheese, often dubbed the

"curd of the crop,"” captivated our interest due to its
widespread consumption and versatility in culinary
creations.

The state of Nebraska, known for its sprawling
plains and fervent love for college football,
provided an ideal backdrop for our investigation. As
we delved into the troves of data collected by the
USDA and the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services, we encountered the challenges of
navigating through convoluted datasets while
resisting the temptation to embark on a heist of
cheese-centric puns. Nevertheless, armed with
statistical rigor and an appetite for discovery, we
endeavored to shed light on the interplay between
cottage cheese consumption and burglaries in the
Cornhusker State.

Our efforts aimed not only to unravel the apparent
"cheddary" connection between dairy intake and
unlawful activities but also to challenge
conventional paradigms within criminology. As we
traversed the labyrinthine pathways of correlation
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analysis and regression modeling, we remained
acutely aware of the skepticism that our findings
might arouse. Nonetheless, armed with both data
and lactose tolerance, we plowed through the
"curdled" skepticism and sought to present a
compelling case for further exploration of this
unique association.

Our study, therefore, endeavors to present an
insightful analysis, ripe with statistical scrutiny and
a sprinkle of cheese-themed jests, uncovering a
relationship that has remained hidden among the
haystacks and dairy farms of Nebraska. So, dear
reader, lace up your "wheely" shoes and accompany
us on this curious journey as we delve into the
world of dairy consumption and delinquency, for it
may just be the "whey" forward in understanding
and preventing burglaries in the heartland of
America.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al.," the authors find a correlation
between dietary habits and criminal activities,
laying the foundation for our exploration of the link
between cottage cheese consumption and burglaries
in Nebraska. The juxtaposition of dairy intake and
unlawful behaviors may at first seem utterly
unrelated, but as we delve into the annals of
literature, we unearth intriguing threads that hint at
an unexpected entanglement.

Doe's study in "Cheese and Crime" delves into the
potential impact of dairy products on human
behavior, offering a thought-provoking perspective
on the influence of cheese curds in criminology.
While the focus remains broad and includes various
dairy products, our research narrowed its scope to
the enigmatic relationship between cottage cheese
and criminal misdeeds within the specific context of
Nebraska.

Jones's work in "Milk, Money, and Misdeeds"
provides a comprehensive analysis of dairy
consumption patterns and their association with
deviant behaviors, setting a precedent for our
investigation into the underexplored nexus of

cheese consumption and burglary rates. As we sift
through  these scholarly contributions, the
conundrum of cottage cheese's role in the realm of
unlawful activities begins to unravel, much like a
block of cheddar teasing apart into creamy, crumbly
goodness.

Transitioning to more unconventional sources, we
turn to non-fiction literature that explores the
idiosyncrasies of dietary habits and their potential
ramifications on human conduct. "The Big Cheese:
A Dairy Delight" by Nutritionist Nellie offers
insights into the nutritional composition of cottage
cheese and its effects on mood and decision-
making, setting a quirky backdrop for our
considerations. Additionally, "Curious Case of
Cottage Cheese" by Culinary Connoisseur Claudia
presents a lighthearted yet insightful perspective on
the cultural significance of cottage cheese
consumption, albeit steering clear of its implications
for criminal activity.

In the realm of fiction, the novels "The Burglar's
Breakfast" by Mystery Author Max Crimson and
"The Case of the Curious Curds" by Crime Writer
Carla Crackerson, although not directly related to
our research, provide intriguing narratives that
indirectly resonate with our exploration of the
juxtaposition between dairy consumption and
unlawful behaviors. As we traverse these fictional
landscapes, we encounter whimsical scenarios and
enigmatic plot twists that, while stretching the
bounds of reality, offer a playful backdrop to our
pursuit of understanding cottage cheese and
burglary rates in Nebraska.

Venturing into the realm of popular culture,
television shows such as "Cheese Heists and
Hustles" and "The Dairy Detective" -certainly
capture the imagination with their depictions of
dairy-themed capers and cheesy crime-solving
escapades. While these televised dramas carry more
entertainment value than empirical significance,
they serve as curious artifacts of the public's
fascination with the intertwining of dairy and
delinquency, prompting a chuckle and a raised
eyebrow as we peruse their over-the-top depictions.
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Through this whimsical foray into literature and
popular culture, we prepare to unravel a correlation
that stands at the intersection of culinary customs
and criminal activities, armed with analytical rigor
and an appetite for seemingly "cheddar-to-believe"
associations. As we embark on this scholarly
excursion, we acknowledge the scattered grains of
skepticism that may accompany our unconventional
pursuit but proceed with the conviction that our
findings may just bring a sprinkle of enlightenment
to the curiously intertwined realms of cottage
cheese consumption and burglary rates in Nebraska.

METHODOLOGY
Sample Selection:

Our research team gathered a diverse selection of
data sources for this study, utilizing a unique
combination of technological prowess and good
old-fashioned sleuthing. We scoured the virtual
dairy-scape for information on cottage cheese
consumption, drawing primarily from USDA
databases and various cheese enthusiasts' forums.
Meanwhile, for burglary statistics, we turned to the
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services,
carefully selecting crime data from the state of
Nebraska. The meticulous attention to detail in our
sample selection process ensured a robust
representation of both dietary habits and criminal
activities, with an occasional distraction by online
recipes for cheese-based snacks.

Data Compilation:

Bringing together a smorgasbord of information on
cottage cheese and burglaries involved an intricate
dance of data compilation. We navigated through
spreadsheets and databases with the agility of
seasoned investigators, meticulously categorizing
each data point while resisting the magnetic allure
of cheesy puns and daring ourselves to steer clear of
a ‘"grate" heist of unrelated information. Our
dedication to data integrity and a profound
appreciation for the art of cheese plating culminated
in a rich, frothy concoction of numerical values that
captured the essence of both cottage cheese

consumption and criminal activities—an appetizing
yet unexpected union.

Data Analysis:

With our data compilation complete, it was time to
put our statistical acumen to the test. We employed
a series of analytical techniques, including
correlation analysis, regression modeling, and time-
series analysis, to unearth the potential interplay
between cottage cheese consumption and burglaries.
The journey through the realm of statistical analyses
was peppered with moments of insight and
occasional cheese-related quips, reminding us of the
multifaceted nature of our investigation.

As we embarked on the statistical odyssey, we
meticulously scrutinized the strength of association
between cottage cheese consumption and burglary
rates, employing robust statistical measures to
extract meaningful insights from the data "cheddar."
Our commitment to analytical rigor and occasional
lactose-induced humor underpinned our quest to
unravel the enigmatic relationship between dairy
intake and unlawful intrusions, leading us to the
heart of Nebraska's dairy-laden hinterlands.

Limitations and Considerations:

Despite our unwavering dedication to empirical
inquiry, it is important to acknowledge the inherent
limitations of our methodology. The use of
secondary data sources, while extensive, may have
introduced the occasional confounding factors and
data irregularities, akin to discovering a rogue
crumble in an otherwise pristine cheese platter.
Furthermore, the complexities inherent in capturing
the variegated landscape of cottage cheese
consumption and criminal activities necessitated a
degree of simplification, prompting us to exercise
caution in the interpretation of our findings.

Impediments aside, our research methodology
encapsulated a spirited blend of empirical rigor and
a dash of cheesy whimsy, capturing the essence of
two seemingly disparate phenomena in a
harmonious statistical waltz. As we present our
findings, we invite the scholarly community to join
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us in savoring the peculiar marriage of curds and
crime, for it may just serve as the catalyst for a
gruyere understanding of societal dynamics and
cheddar solutions to burglary prevention.

RESULTS

The data analysis unearthed a remarkably strong
positive correlation between cottage cheese
consumption and burglaries in Nebraska, with a
coefficient of 0.9171231 and an r-squared value of
0.8411147. Moreover, the p-value of less than 0.01
indicated a statistically significant association,
leaving us feeling gouda about the robustness of our
findings.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) further depicted the
compelling relationship between these seemingly
incongruent variables, showcasing how the
consumption of cottage cheese appeared to be
intertwined with the occurrence of burglaries in the
state. The trend line resembled a strand of melted
cheese, albeit with a slightly less palatable
implication.

It is essential to note that while our research
revealed a strong correlation, we acknowledge that
causation cannot be inferred from these findings
alone. Thus, additional studies are warranted to
navigate the labyrinth of potential mechanisms
underlying this unexpected connection. After all, as
researchers, it is our duty to separate the "whey"
from the chaff in our quest for scientific truth.

Years 1990-2021, r=0.917, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, the results of our investigation
illuminate a peculiar association between cottage
cheese consumption and burglaries in Nebraska,
providing a dairy-sprinkled lens through which to
examine criminal activities. This study marks a
meltable milestone in the exploration of unorthodox
correlational patterns and encourages the integration
of dairy-related factors into criminological inquiries
— a endeavor we hope will not be curd-ailed by
skepticism but rather churn out new avenues for
understanding and addressing criminal behavior.

DISCUSSION

The robust positive correlation we uncovered
between cottage cheese consumption and burglaries
in Nebraska not only reaffirms previously
discovered links between dietary habits and
criminal activities, but also adds a dollop of intrigue
to the field of criminology. Our findings align with
the groundwork laid by Smith et al.,, whose
exploration of dietary patterns and unlawful
behaviors paved the whey for our investigation.
Moreover, our results support Doe's thought-
provoking perspective on the potential influence of
dairy products on human behavior, suggesting that
the curd and the crook may have more in common
than meets the eye.

Drawing inspiration from Jones's comprehensive
analysis of dairy consumption patterns, our study
homed in on the enigmatic role of cottage cheese in
the realm of unlawful activities, uncovering a
tantalizing correlation that beckons further scrutiny.
While our findings may seem as unexpected as
finding a proverbial needle in a haystack of hay,
they warrant acknowledgment and replication in
subsequent research endeavors — after all, it's not
every day that one unearths such a gouda
correlation.

Transitioning from the scholarly to the quirky, we
recall the insights offered by Nutritionist Nellie and
Culinary Connoisseur Claudia, whose musings on
the nutritional and cultural aspects of cottage cheese
consumption inadvertently set the stage for our
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investigation. As we reflect on the diverse
dimensions of cottage cheese — from its nutritional
composition to its cultural significance — it becomes
apparent that our findings have cast a curiously
creamy light on the previously uncharted territory
of cheese consumption and crime rates, much like a
spotlight on a curds and capers-filled stage.

In the realm of popular culture, the whimsical
scenarios depicted in television shows such as
"Cheese Heists and Hustles" and "The Dairy
Detective" take on a more prescient tone in light of
our findings, perhaps serving as a rather unlikely
source of inspiration for our exploration into the
intertwining of dairy and delinquency. While not
offering empirical significance, these cultural
artifacts do add a smattering of levity to our dairy-
infused discourse, prompting a wry smile as we
contemplate the unexpected intersections between
cheese and criminality.

In essence, our study has endeavored to pierce
through the veil of skepticism that may shroud the
unconventional intersection of cottage cheese
consumption and burglaries, lending credence to the
notion that seemingly unrelated phenomena may, in
fact, converge in surprising ways. Armed with
analytical rigor and a hint of whimsy, we have
embarked on a truly "gouda" expedition, one that
has the potential to curdle assumptions and stir up
new avenues of inquiry.

As we consider the implications of our findings, we
are reminded that the entanglement of cottage
cheese and criminal misdeeds offers more than just
a titillating correlation — it presents criminology
with a wunique opportunity to explore the
intersection of dietary habits and unlawful
behaviors through an unconventional lens, a
endeavor we hope will not be curd-ailed by
skepticism but rather ripen into a fruitful avenue for
understanding and addressing criminal conduct.

CONCLUSION

In essence, our study has provocatively unveiled a
"gouda" potential relationship between cottage

cheese consumption and burglaries in Nebraska.
The statistical analysis has curdled up an
unexpected correlation that challenges traditional
paradigms within criminology, highlighting the
need to incorporate dairy-related factors into the
understanding of criminal activities. The proverbial
"whey" forward in preventing burglaries may lie in
the unlikeliest of places — amidst the dairy aisles
and cheese platters of the Cornhusker State.

While our findings tantalizingly demonstrate a
robust association, it is crucial to remember that
correlation does not imply causation, as tempting as
it may "brie." As such, future research should
endeavor to delve further into the mechanisms
underpinning this unlikely interplay. A rigorous
exploration of potential confounding variables and
longitudinal studies may help us separate the
"whey" from the chaff and unravel the cheesy
mysteries shrouding this correlation.

In conclusion, our study marks a dairy-sprinkled
cornerstone in the domain of unorthodox
correlational patterns, offering a slice of insight into
the enigmatic entanglement of cheese curds and
criminal misdeeds. While our findings may elicit a
few eye rolls or "groans" from skeptics, it is our
sincere hope that this research ignites a fondue of
scholarly pursuits into dairy-driven delinquency.

In summary, we assert with absolute "cheddar"
certainty that no further research is needed in this
dairy bizarre avenue of investigation. We have
churned out enough evidence to conclude that
cottage cheese consumption and burglaries are
"muenster-ously" linked, leaving no whey for
doubt. It's time to close the lid on this cheesy caper,
and perhaps direct our attention to more pressing
matters - like Swiss cheese and identity theft. Bon
appétit, and goodnight, Nebraska.
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