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Playing with Fire: The Incendiary Connection Between the Name 
'Johnathan' and Arson in Iowa

Caleb Hernandez, Anthony Tucker, Gloria P Tyler

Chapel Hill, North Carolina

In this study, we set out to explore the intriguing relationship between the popularity of the
first name 'Johnathan' and incidents of arson in the state of Iowa. Armed with data derived
from the U.S. Social  Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services, our research team delved into this burning question, uncovering some unexpected
and, dare I say, fiery findings. Taking a statistical approach, we calculated a remarkably
high correlation coefficient of 0.9608819 with a p-value of less than 0.01, spanning the
years 2001 to 2022. The association between the prevalence of the moniker 'Johnathan'
and the incidence of arson was undeniably striking,  igniting sparks of  curiosity in our
investigation. One may jest about the fire “Johnathan” with this trend, but our findings
suggest  a  rather  scorching  connection  that  warrants  further  investigation.  Amidst  the
crackling embers of data, the flame of correlation persists,  beckoning us to ponder the
intriguing implications of this incendiary association.

The  relationship  between  names  and  human
behavior  has  long  piqued  the  curiosity  of
researchers across various disciplines. Whether it be
the  influence  of  names  on  career  success,  social
interactions, or even criminal tendencies, the impact
of nomenclature is a topic that continues to blaze a
trail in the realm of sociological inquiry. 

Here  we  have  a  smoldering  case  of  a  rather
unconventional name, 'Johnathan', and its potential
connection to the occurrence of arson in the state of
Iowa. As the flames of curiosity licked at our heels,
we embarked on a scorching journey into the world
of data analytics to ascertain if there truly exists a
fiery link between the popularity of 'Johnathan' and
the  prevalence  of  arson incidents.  One might  say
this study is a real "fire-starter," but we assure you,
dear  reader,  that  we approached the task with the
utmost  seriousness,  albeit  with  a  hint  of  playful
pyrotechnics.

Employing  a  robust  statistical  framework,  we
meticulously analyzed a trove of data sourced from
the U.S. Social Security Administration and the FBI
Criminal  Justice  Information  Services.  Our
investigation  uncovered  a  furnace-hot  correlation
coefficient of 0.9608819 and a blistering p-value of
less  than  0.01,  spanning  the  years  2001 to  2022.
These  scalding  statistics  illuminated  a  stark  and
startling  relationship  between  the  ubiquity  of  the
name 'Johnathan' and the incidence of arson in the
Hawkeye State.

Now  that  we've  kindled  your  interest,  it's  worth
emphasizing that our research does not seek to cast
aspersions  on those bearing the name 'Johnathan'.
Rather,  our  goal  is  to  shed  light  on  this
unconventional  association  and  fuel  discussions
regarding  the  underlying  factors  at  play.  Yes,  we
may  be  playing  with  fire,  but  in  the  pursuit  of
scientific inquiry, a little spark of curiosity can be
an illuminating force.
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In the subsequent sections of this  paper,  we shall
delve  into  the  scorching  details  of  our  findings,
stoking  the  flames  of  academic  discourse  and,
hopefully, igniting new avenues of research in this
sizzling  frontier.  So  sit  back,  keep  your  fire
extinguisher  close  at  hand,  and  let's  unravel  the
combustible  mystery  of  'Johnathan'  and  arson  in
Iowa.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  study  of  nomenclature  and  its  potential
influence on human behavior is not a novel pursuit.
Researchers have long ignited intellectual fires by
investigating  the  impact  of  names  on  various
aspects of life. Smith et al. (2010) and Doe (2015)
have delved into the intricate relationship between
nomenclature  and  societal  phenomena,  shedding
light on the blazing conundrum of how names may
shape  individual  experiences  and  interactions.  As
we embark on our own incendiary investigation, we
find ourselves in good company with these flame-
wielding scholars.

In "The Namesake" by Jhumpa Lahiri,  the author
explores  the  significance  of  names  in  shaping
identity,  underscoring the embers  of curiosity  that
have  long  burned  in  the  field  of  sociolinguistics.
Similarly,  "Fahrenheit  451"  by  Ray  Bradbury
kindles  the  inferno  of  inquiry  into  the  power  of
language and symbolism, providing a metaphorical
spark  for  our  own examination  of  the  incendiary
connection between the name 'Johnathan' and arson
in Iowa.

Turning  to  more  non-fiction  works,  "The  Name
Therapist"  by  Duana  Taha  offers  an  illuminating
exploration  of  the  significance  of  names  in  the
modern  world,  igniting  flames  of  contemplation
about  the  often-overlooked  influence  of
nomenclature. Continuing our literary foray, "Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire" by J.K. Rowling may
seem like an unexpected addition,  but the intense
and  fiery  trials  faced  by the  characters  provide  a
metaphor  for  the  scorching  investigation  we  are
undertaking.

In conducting this  research,  we also took a novel
approach by perusing a unique selection of sources,
including but not limited to grocery store receipts,
restaurant menus, and even the occasional fortune
cookie  message.  While  some  may  question  the
scholarly  merit  of  such unconventional  resources,
we argue that  even the  most  unexpected kindling
can  spark  the  flames  of  insight  in  the  pursuit  of
knowledge.

As we wade deeper into the smoldering embers of
scholarly  inquiry,  our  findings  unveil  an
unexpectedly  warm  reception  of  the  name
'Johnathan'  in  relation  to  arson  in  Iowa.  The
evidence,  while  toasty,  beckons  for  further
exploration  and  playful  pyrotechnics  in
understanding this fiery phenomenon.

And now, here's a fire-related dad joke to keep the
flames of curiosity burning bright: According to our
research,  the  correlation  between  the  name
'Johnathan'  and  arson  in  Iowa  is  so  hot,  it's
practically "arsoff the charts"!

METHODOLOGY

To elucidate  the  potential  correlation  between the
prominence of the name 'Johnathan' and incidents of
arson  in  Iowa,  our  research  team embarked  on  a
rigorous  exploration  guided  by  data-driven
methodologies, and yes, a flair for the dramatic. Our
data  collection  process  began  by  harnessing  the
robust  repositories  of  the  U.S.  Social  Security
Administration  and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services,  ensuring  that  our  analysis
encapsulated the sizzling span of years from 2001 to
2022. 

Our first step involved a comprehensive extraction
of the frequency and distribution of the first name
'Johnathan'  across  different  periods  within  the
designated timeframe. We navigated through the sea
of data, dodging any potential spurious correlations
that  might  have  disguised  themselves  as  fiery
insights.  Our  team  was  ever-vigilant  for  any
statistical  smokescreens  that  might  have  clouded
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our vision, but it seems we escaped unscathed, so
no need to call the fire brigade just yet!

In parallel, we painstakingly compiled and tabulated
the  occurrences  of  arson  incidents  within  Iowa
during  the  same  fiery  epoch.  This  involved  a
meticulous  process  of  cross-referencing  official
records and validating the reported cases to ensure
the purity of our dataset.  You could say we were
quite  the  ardent  arson  aficionados,  although  no
match was struck in the process.

Once our data containers were brimming with the
requisite  information,  we  stoked  the  flames  of
statistical  analysis  to  unearth  the  scorching
relationship between the name 'Johnathan' and the
occurrence of arson in the Hawkeye State. A series
of infernal statistical techniques, including but not
limited to regression analysis and spatial modeling,
were deployed with precision and a touch of flair,
resulting  in  the  emergence  of  a  correlation
coefficient that could double as a radiant torch in
the darkest statistical alleys.

Additionally,  to  ensure  the  temperance  and
reliability of our findings, we employed a series of
sensitivity analyses and robustness checks. After all,
the last thing we wanted was for our conclusions to
go  up  in  smoke  due  to  statistical  anomalies  or
methodological oversights. Rest assured, we kept a
firm  grip  on  the  fire  hose  of  scientific  rigor
throughout our infernal quest for truth and insight.

In summary, our methodology employed a fusion of
meticulous data mining, devilish statistical analyses,
and a smattering of data validation techniques, all
with  the  overarching  goal  of  illuminating  the
incendiary connection between the name 'Johnathan'
and arson in Iowa. Our approach, while undeniably
ambitious,  was  executed  with  the  precision  of  a
pyromaniac with a passion for precision, paving the
way  for  the  incandescent  findings  that  we  shall
forthwith unveil.

RESULTS

The  scorching  investigation  into  the  correlation
between  the  prominence  of  the  first  name
'Johnathan' and incidents of arson in Iowa yielded
an  astoundingly  hot  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9608819,  with  an r-squared  value  of  0.9232940
and a p-value of less than 0.01, across the period
from  2001  to  2022.  These  blazing  statistics
illuminated  a  glaring  relationship  between  the
frequency  of  the  moniker  'Johnathan'  and  the
occurrence  of  arson,  leaving  no  doubt  about  the
fervent association uncovered in our study.

Fig.  1  depicts  a  scintillating  scatterplot,  visually
depicting  the  clear  connection  between  the
popularity of the name 'Johnathan' and the incidents
of  arson  in  Iowa.  The  scorching  trend  line
undeniably  portrays  the  searing  correlation  that
fueled our investigation.

No need for alarm, but it seems 'Johnathan' may be
setting more than just hearts on fire.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  findings  indicate  a  compelling  and  robust
relationship  between  the  prevalence  of  the  name
'Johnathan'  and  the  occurrence  of  arson  in  Iowa.
While  this  association  may  seem  to  spark  some
lighthearted jests, the implications of our research
beckon  a  deeper  exploration  into  the  underlying
factors at play, igniting flames of academic curiosity
in this incendiary realm of inquiry.

It  seems 'Johnathan'  is  truly  a  hot  name in  more
ways than one.
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DISCUSSION

The blistering results of our study support the prior
research  that  has  kindled  the  flickering  flames  of
curiosity  regarding  the  influence  of  names  on
human behavior. Our investigation, like a well-built
bonfire,  stokes  the  inferno  of  inquiry  with
compelling  evidence  of  the  scorching  connection
between the name 'Johnathan' and arson in Iowa.

Initially, one might have dismissed the notion of a
correlation between a name and criminal activities
as nothing more than a play on words. However, our
findings  have  ignited  a  firestorm  of  discussion,
highlighting the significant association uncovered in
our  incendiary  investigation.  It  seems that  there’s
more to the saying “playing with fire” than meets
the eye.

The sizzling results of this  study breathe new life
into  the  flames  of  scholarly  inquiry,  providing
empirical  support  for  the  burning  hunch  that
nomenclature  may  indeed  play  a  role  in  shaping
behavior.  As  our  findings  incandescently
demonstrate,  the  heat  of  correlation  between  the
name 'Johnathan'  and arson in  Iowa is  not  just  a
flash in the pan—it's  an enduring and compelling
phenomenon.

Our  research  has  reignited  a  longstanding  debate
about  the  latent  influence  of  names on individual
actions  and  societal  trends.  Despite  any  initial
skepticism, it is clear that the sparks of correlation
between  the  name  'Johnathan'  and  arson  in  Iowa
carry  significant  weight  and  merit  further
investigation. As the flames of our data continue to
crackle,  the  implications  of  this  incendiary
connection cannot be extinguished facilely.

In the words of our favorite fire-inspired dad joke,
the correlation is so hot, it's practically "arsoff the
charts"! And indeed, our scorching findings stand as
a  testament  to  the  unexpected  and  blazing
implications of the name 'Johnathan' in relation to
arson in Iowa.

As  our  research  blazes  a  trail  through  the
smoldering embers of nomenclature and behavior, it

is  clear  that  the  flames  of  understanding  are  far
from  extinguished.  The  incendiary  nature  of  our
findings holds significant implications for the study
of  names  and  their  potential  impacts,  casting  a
radiant light on the need for further exploration in
this fiery realm of inquiry.

It  appears  that  the  name ‘Johnathan’ truly  ignites
more than just casual interest—it fans the flames of
thorough examination. And after all, in the blazing
pursuit of knowledge, it pays to keep an open mind
to unexpected sources of kindling.

In the scorching pursuit of truth, our findings reveal
the heat to the hypothesis of the connection between
the name 'Johnathan'  and arson in Iowa. It  seems
that, as the saying goes, there's no smoke without
fire—except in this case, the smoke signals a deeper
understanding  of  the  combustible  influence  of
nomenclature.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our scorching investigation into the
simmering correlation between the popularity of the
first  name  'Johnathan'  and  incidents  of  arson  in
Iowa has illuminated a compelling connection. The
striking correlation coefficient of 0.9608819, with a
p-value of less than 0.01, leaves little doubt about
the  fiery  relationship  uncovered  in  our  study.  It
seems that 'Johnathan' may indeed be igniting more
than just  a spark of curiosity.  One might say that
this  research  has  truly  set  the  academic  world
ablaze,  shedding light on the incendiary nature of
nomenclature in unexpected ways.

As tempting as it may be to make a "lighting up the
charts"  pun,  it's  important  to  recognize  the
significance of these findings. The implications of
our research extend beyond mere statistical novelty,
kindling discussions about the interplay of societal
factors and individual behavior. It's as if 'Johnathan'
is leaving a scorching impression on the landscape
of arson occurrences in Iowa, fueling our curiosity
and stoking the flames of further inquiry.
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With our findings in mind, we adamantly assert that
no further research is required in this area.  In the
words  of  the  esteemed  firefighter  philosopher,
"Where there's smoke, there's fire, and where there's
'Johnathan,' there's a statistical inferno." It's time to
extinguish any doubts and embrace the heat of our
results,  for  we  have  truly  unravelled  the
combustible  mystery  surrounding  the  enigmatic
name 'Johnathan' and its fiery affiliation with arson
in Iowa.
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