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This paper examines the surprising connection between the number of Bachelor's
degrees awarded in Foreign languages, literatures, and linguistics and incidences of
burglaries in the state of Arkansas. Despite the initial skepticism surrounding such
an unusual association, our research team navigated through the linguistic labyrinth
to uncover compelling statistical evidence. Using data from the National Center for
Education Statistics and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we found a
remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.9654299 and p < 0.01 for the period
spanning 2012 to 2021. Our findings present a linguistic twist on the traditional
understanding of criminal behavior and academic pursuits, shedding light on the
unforeseen relationship between language studies and criminal activities. We hope
that this research not only brings a fresh perspective to the field but also elicits a few
chuckles along the way.

Language is often described as the key to
understanding and connecting with others,
but who would have thought it could also be
the key to unlocking a surprising correlation
with criminal behavior? In this study, we
delve into the unexpected and peculiar
relationship between the number of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Foreign
languages, literatures, and linguistics and the
occurrences of burglaries in the picturesque
state of Arkansas.

While one might initially dismiss the notion
of a connection between the pursuit of

linguistic fluency and instances of property
crime, our research team took a leap of faith
into this linguistic rabbit hole and emerged
with some intriguing findings. Our journey
involved navigating through statistical
mazes and syntax tangles, but we ultimately
discovered a remarkably robust association
that left us speechless - almost, but not
entirely.

Arkansas, known for its scenic landscapes
and rich cultural heritage, served as the
unconventional backdrop for our
investigation. We gathered data from the
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National Center for Education Statistics,
uncovering the number of individuals
receiving Bachelor's degrees in Foreign
languages, literatures, and linguistics from
institutions across the state. Simultaneously,
we turned to the FBI Criminal Justice
Information Services for the number of
reported burglaries in Arkansas over the
same period, creating a peculiar pairing of
statistics that drew chuckles from many of
our colleagues.

Our findings not only challenge
conventional wisdom but also add a
linguistic  twist to the traditional
understanding of criminal activities and
academic pursuits. As we present our
research, we hope to both enlighten and
entertain, showcasing the unexpected
intersections between language studies and
criminal inclinations. Through the lens of
our findings, we aim to encourage the
academic ~ community to  approach
correlations with an open mind, a discerning
eye, and perhaps even a touch of whimsy.

So, settle in as we embark on this linguistic
adventure, where words and numbers
converge in an unusual ballet, offering fresh
insights into the enigmatic relationship
between language education and the
misadventures of mischief-makers. Let's
explore the labyrinth of linguistics and
burglaries in Arkansas, and perhaps, along
the way, we'll uncover some unexpected
linguistic larceny.

Prior research

Previous research on the intersection of
linguistic studies and criminal activities has,
unsurprisingly, been a bit scarce. However,
in Smith's seminal work "The Linguistic
Landscape of Larceny,"” the authors find a

tenuous link between language education
and unconventional career paths. While this
work does not directly address the
correlation with burglaries in Arkansas, it
does lay the groundwork for considering the
unexpected ramifications of linguistic
pursuits.

In a more direct investigation, Doe and
Jones's study "Tongues and Thieves:
Exploring the Uncharted Territory of
Language and Larceny" delves into the
peculiar connection between language
proficiency and criminal behavior. Their
findings, while not specific to Arkansas,
provide an intriguing glimpse into the
unexplored territory of language education
and its potential influence on nefarious
activities.

Moving on from the academic literature,
let's take a brief detour into some related
non-fiction books that could shed light on
this unexpected correlation. "The Language
Instinct” by Steven Pinker explores the
innate human capacity for language and
communication, but could it also
inadvertently unlock a penchant for breaking
and entering? And what about "Babel No
More" by Michael Erard - a fascinating
exploration of polyglots and language
savants? Do these individuals possess skills
beyond fluency that lead them down a path
of thievery? The jury's still out, but these
books offer a gripping linguistic lens
through which to view the world of crime.

On the more fictional side, works such as
"The Goldfinch" by Donna Tartt and "The
Book Thief" by Markus Zusak hint at the
allure of forbidden treasures and the
language of larceny. While entirely works of
fiction, they provide a whimsical backdrop
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for pondering the intertwined nature of
language, literature, and unlawful activities.

And, of course, who could forget the silver
screen's perspective on the matter? Movies
like "The Italian Job" and "Ocean's Eleven"
may not directly correlate with our research
topic, but they certainly bring a bit of
cinematic flair to our considerations of
linguistics and, dare we say, larceny in
Arkansas.

Now, as we saunter through this captivating
tapestry of linguistic studies and criminal
misadventures, we set the stage for our own
groundbreaking exploration in uncovering
the surprising link between Bachelor's
degrees in Foreign languages, literatures,
and linguistics and burglaries in the
charming state of Arkansas.

Approach

To uncover the unlikely link between
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Foreign
languages, literatures, and linguistics and
burglaries in Arkansas, our research
employed a combination of meticulous data
collection, statistical analysis, and a healthy
dose of linguistic wit.

Data Collection:

We scoured the depths of the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) to
extract information on the number of
individuals who attained Bachelor's degrees
in Foreign languages, literatures, and
linguistics from institutions in Arkansas.
This involved navigating through the digital
labyrinth of educational data, where we
encountered not only numbers and figures
but also the occasional stray semicolon or

misplaced hyphen - a true test of our
linguistic fortitude.

Simultaneously, we turned our attention to
the FBI Criminal Justice Information
Services, where we unearthed a treasure
trove of data on reported burglaries in the
state of Arkansas. With each keystroke, we
ventured deeper into the criminal underbelly
of statistics, occasionally feeling like
linguistic detectives in pursuit of the elusive
correlation between language studies and
nefarious nocturnal activities.

Data Processing:

Having amassed our linguistic and larcenous
datasets, we set about the task of cleaning,
organizing, and harmonizing the
information. This involved a delicate dance
of data  manipulation, where we
meticulously aligned the timelines of
language degrees awarded and burglary
incidents, ensuring that our statistical tango
was free from missteps and
miscommunications.

Statistical Analysis:

With our datasets primed for analysis, we
unleashed a battery of statistical tools to
unearth the elusive connection between
linguistic pursuits and criminal escapades.
We calculated correlation coefficients,
performed regression analyses, and indulged
in the occasional existential contemplation
about the nature of language and
lawbreaking. Our statistical endeavors were
not devoid of drama, as we encountered the
occasional outlier that seemed intent on
subverting our linguistic theories.

The Multivariate Linguistic Model:

In a stroke of linguistic bravado, we crafted
a multivariate model that encapsulated the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



interplay of language education,
sociodemographic ~ factors, and  the
propensity for burglaries in Arkansas. This
model, with its intricately woven linguistic
variables  and  criminal  covariates,
represented a symphony of statistics and an
aria of academia with a dash of criminal
intrigue.

Robustness Checks:

To ensure the resilience of our findings, we
subjected our analyses to a battery of
robustness checks, including sensitivity
analyses, hypothesis testing, and the
occasional consultation with a Magic 8-Ball
for good measure. Our research team
emerged from these checks with a
confidence that rivaled the eloquence of a
polyglot and the assurance of a bumbling
burglar in a cloak-and-dagger caper.

Ethical Considerations;

Results

The data analysis unveiled a surprising and
robust correlation between the number of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Foreign
languages, literatures, and linguistics and the
occurrences of burglaries in the state of
Arkansas. Our research team found a
correlation  coefficient of 0.9654299,
indicating a remarkably strong relationship
between these seemingly disparate variables.
The coefficient of determination (r-squared)
of 0.9320549 suggests that approximately
93.2% of the variation in burglary rates can
be explained by the number of foreign
language degrees awarded. Astonishingly,
the p-value was found to be less than 0.01,
providing strong evidence against the null
hypothesis and indicating that this

relationship is unlikely to be a mere
linguistic fluke.

To visually illustrate this unexpected
linguistic legerdemain, we present a
scatterplot (Fig. 1) depicting the striking
correlation between the number of
Bachelor's degrees in Foreign languages,
literatures, and linguistics and the reported
incidents of burglaries in Arkansas. The data
points are tightly clustered around a clear
upward trend, visually representing the link
between these linguistic achievements and
criminal activities. It's quite a plot twist, isn't
it?

These findings challenge conventional
assumptions about the relationship between
academic pursuits and criminal behavior,
inviting us to consider the unexpected
intersections between language studies and
the nefarious deeds of mischievous
individuals. While language may be the key
to culture and understanding, our research
suggests that it may also play an intriguing
role in the adventures of those with
larcenous tendencies. The unexpected
linkage between these two domains invites
further investigation and amusement,
providing a linguistic twist to the traditional
understanding of criminal activities and
academic pursuits.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In summary, our results illuminate a
surprisingly  strong and statistically
significant correlation between the number
of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Foreign
languages, literatures, and linguistics and the
incidents of burglaries in Arkansas, offering
a linguistic lens through which to view the
curious confluence of intellectual pursuits
and illicit misadventures. We hope these
findings not only inspire further academic
inquiry but also elicit a wry smile or two
from our esteemed colleagues.

But remember, correlation does not
necessarily imply causation — lest we be
accused of linguistic larceny!

Discussion of findings

The findings of our study delve into the
intriguing  correlation  between  the
confounding domains of language education
and criminal activities, shedding light on a
surprising linguistic twist in the criminal
landscape of Arkansas. The robust
correlation coefficient of 0.9654299 and p <
0.01 between the number of Bachelor's
degrees awarded in Foreign languages,
literatures, and linguistics and reported
incidents of burglaries in the state unravels a
captivating  narrative that challenges
traditional assumptions about the connection

between scholarly pursuits and mischievous
deeds.

Our results not only echo the pioneering
work of Smith, who navigated the linguistic
landscape of larceny, but also align with Doe
and Jones's exploration of the uncharted
territory of language and larceny. These
prior studies, though not crafted specifically
for Arkansas, laid the groundwork for our

own unexpected revelation. Additionally,
our findings resonate with the whimsical
musings on the innate human capacity for
language and communication in Pinker's
"The Language Instinct" and the thrilling
exploration of polyglots in Erard's "Babel
No More." The evidence we uncovered
supports the idea that language proficiency
may inadvertently influence unconventional
career paths, including those that lead to the
shadowy world of burglary.

As we reflect on the unforeseen relationship
between foreign language degrees and
criminal activities, we acknowledge the
captivating backdrop offered by fiction and
cinema. Books such as Tartt's "The
Goldfinch" and Zusak's "The Book Thief,"
along with films like "The Italian Job" and
"Ocean's Eleven," provide a whimsical
setting for pondering the intertwined nature
of language, literature, and unlawful
activities. While these artistic expressions
may not be grounded in empirical evidence,
they certainly inject a dash of intrigue into
our scholarly pursuit.

The visage of the scatterplot presented in
our results (Fig. 1) visually encapsulates this
unexpected linguistic legerdemain, with data
points clustering tightly around a clear
upward trend. This striking visual
representation not only mirrors the statistical
robustness of our findings but also serves as
a testament to the surprisingly strong
relationship between linguistic achievements
and criminal activities. It's quite a plot twist,
isn't it? This dataset paves the way for a
fresh, linguistic lens through which to view
the curious confluence of intellectual
pursuits and illicit  misadventures,
captivating the minds of discerning
researchers and, we dare say, evoking a wry
smile or two.
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While our study illuminates a remarkably
strong  and  statistically  significant
correlation, it is essential to heed the time-
honored adage: correlation does not
necessarily imply causation. Our findings
invite further inquiry, inviting the academic
community to explore the multifaceted
intersections between language studies and
nefarious activities. As we steer our
scholarly ships through this uncharted
linguistic territory, let us approach this
fascinating  correlation with  scholarly
scrutiny and, of course, a sprinkling of
lightheartedness. After all, what's an
academic pursuit without the occasional
chuckle?

Conclusion

In conclusion, the unexpected connection
between the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded in Foreign languages and the
occurrences of burglaries in Arkansas has
left us linguistically bewildered and
statistically surprised. Our findings have not
only challenged traditional assumptions but
have also added a witty twist to the
intersection of academic pursuits and
criminal escapades.

As we wrap up our investigation, we can't
help but mull over the possibility of burglars
incessantly chanting, "Open sesame" in
various tongues before their capers. Perhaps
a foreign language degree does come in
handy when one needs to decipher the
instructions for a complicated safe!

The statistical correlation was so strong that
we couldn't help but wonder if the burglars
were just trying to get their hands on some
valuable linguistic textbooks. After all, who
wouldn't want to sneak away with a copy of

"Conjugating Conundrums" or "Syntax
Shenanigans"?

While our findings may seem to stretch the
bounds of plausibility, we stand by the
robustness of our statistical analysis.
However, we must emphasize that
correlation does not imply causation, even if
it leads to some hilarious mental images of
burglars conjugating verbs in empty houses.

As tempting as it may be to delve further
into this linguistic labyrinth, we declare that
no further research is required in this area.
We have, if you'll pardon the expression,
cracked the case wide open and shed light
on this unexpected linguistic larceny. With
that, we bid adieu to this linguistic escapade,
leaving our colleagues with a chuckle and a
newfound appreciation for the quirky
connections that statistics can reveal.

So, until the next statistically unexpected
correlation comes knocking on our academic
door, we bid you farewell and hope that our
findings inspire both further inquiry and a
good-natured chuckle or two.

Throughout this linguistic and larcenous
odyssey, we upheld the ethical principles of
data privacy and academic integrity, treating
each data point with the care and respect
befitting a rare linguistic artifact. Our
research was conducted with the utmost
professionalism, peppered with the
occasional pun and a nod to the linguistic
quirks of academic pursuits.

In summary, our methodology intertwined
the art of data collection, statistical sorcery,
and a touch of linguistic whimsy to unravel
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the enigmatic connection between
Bachelor's degrees in Foreign languages,
literatures, and linguistics and the
mischievous misdeeds of burglary in the
state of Arkansas. With this unconventional
approach, we invite fellow researchers to
join us in our linguistic escapade and
embrace the unexpected, the uncanny, and
the utterly uncharted territories of academic
inquiry.
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