The Journal of Eclectic Environmental Dynamics
2024, Vol. 351, No. 8, 813-828

Copyleft 2024 by The International Society for Nautical and Environmental Exploration (ISNEE)
§4696-6604(3076)1898-4 DOI: 15.7803/571133006760

Amarillo Air Quality and Global Shipwrecks: A Rhyme in Time

Catherine Hoffman, Addison Thomas, Grace P Tyler

Academic Excellence Institute

This study examines the intriguing relationship between air pollution in Amarillo, Texas, and global shipwrecks, leveraging data from the Environmental
Protection Agency and Wikipedia. Our analysis reveals a robust correlation, with a correlation coefficient of 0.6495290 and a significant p < 0.01 for the
period spanning 1980 to 2014. While the connection may seem as unlikely as finding a wrecked ship in a landlocked city, the findings suggest a resonance
between atmospheric conditions in Amarillo and maritime mishaps worldwide. We delve into the potential mechanisms and drivers behind this unexpected
linkage, offering a novel perspective that combines terrestrial air quality with nautical misadventures. This paper provides an engaging, albeit whimsical,
examination of two seemingly disparate domains and opens the door to new avenues of interdisciplinary inquiry.

The connection between Amarillo's air quality and global
shipwrecks may seem as incongruous as a cowboy in scuba gear,
yet our investigation has uncovered an unexpected
correspondence between these seemingly unrelated phenomena.
Amarillo, a city nestled in the heart of the Texas Panhandle, is
typically lauded for its wide-open spaces and cowboy culture
rather than its maritime prowess. Likewise, global shipwrecks
have long captivated the popular imagination, evoking tales of
treasure, tragedy, and the sea's enigmatic allure. However, could
there be a hidden bond between the dusty plains of Amarillo and
the aquatic depths where ships meet their untimely demise? This
study seeks to unearth the enigmatic relationship between these
disparate domains, shedding light on a connection that may be
as mysterious as the Bermuda Triangle itself.

The inception of this research project was sparked by a
serendipitous encounter between a group of environmental
scientists and a band of maritime historians at a local Texas
barbecue joint. As the barbecue smoke mingled with the faint
aroma of seawater (or perhaps it was just the teriyaki sauce), an
idea was born: could the atmospheric conditions in Amarillo
hold sway over the fate of seafaring vessels around the world?
This whimsical yet provocative question ignited a collective
curiosity that led to a convergence of disciplines and the
unlikely pairing of air pollution with maritime calamities. As we
embarked on this scholarly odyssey, we soon realized that the
data bore tantalizing hints of a correlation that defied
conventional logic, captivating our intellectual imagination and
steering us into uncharted waters of inquiry.

While the prospect of drawing parallels between air pollution
and shipwrecks may seem as ambitious as trying to lasso a
squall, the findings of this study bear testament to a statistically
robust relationship that beckons further scrutiny. Leveraging a
diverse array of data sources—from the Environmental
Protection Agency's air quality measurements to Wikipedia's
comprehensive catalog of shipwrecks—we set out to unravel the
underlying links between these seemingly discordant realms.

Our analysis yielded a correlation coefficient of 0.6495290,
accompanied by a p-value of less than 0.01, spanning the period
from 1980 to 2014. This statistical resonance, though
unexpected, serves as our compass as we navigate through the
murky waters of interdisciplinary inquiry.

In the following sections, we expound upon the potential
mechanisms and causative factors that may underpin this
unlikely association, propelling us into the realm of atmospheric
chemistry, maritime navigation, and perhaps a dash of
serendipity. Our aim is not merely to unravel an academic
mystery, but to challenge conventional boundaries and foster a
spirit of playful intellectual exploration. By juxtaposing the
terrestrial with the maritime, the dusty plains with the open seas,
and the pecan pie with the salty brine, we aim to illuminate an
uncharted facet of the world around us. As we embark on this
intrepid voyage of discovery, we invite our readers to join us in
this journey through uncharted intellectual terrain, where the
unexpected connections between Amarillo's skies and global
shipwrecks await their moment in the scholarly spotlight.

Review of existing research

The curious correlation between air pollution in Amarillo,
Texas, and global shipwrecks has piqued the interest of scholars
and armchair detectives alike, prompting a spirited search for
potential explanations and connections. While this seemingly
improbable relationship may evoke skepticism akin to finding a
cactus on a coral reef, a survey of the literature reveals a blend
of serious inquiry and whimsical speculation that has enlivened
the scholarly discourse.

Smith in "Air Quality and Its Implications for Maritime
Misfortunes" suggests that the presence of airborne particulate
matter in Amarillo may have unforeseen repercussions on
maritime navigation, leading to an elevated risk of shipwrecks
across the globe. Meanwhile, Doe's work in "Shipwrecks: A
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Global Perspective" delves into the intricacies of maritime
disasters, offering a nuanced analysis of historical trends and
environmental influences, albeit without venturing into the
realm of landlocked cities.

However, as we wade further into the convivial waters of
interdisciplinary research, it becomes increasingly evident that
the link between Amarillo's air quality and worldwide
shipwrecks is as enigmatic as a tumbleweed adrift in the ocean.
This paradoxical juxtaposition has not escaped the attention of
nonfiction authors, with titles such as "The Hidden Mysteries of
the High Plains" and "Emissions and Oceanic Encounters"
attempting to unravel the enigmatic bond between the dusty
winds of Amarillo and the tempestuous seas.

As we venture into more imaginative territory, the literary
realm offers its own brand of exploration, with fictional works
such as "Amarillo Dreams of Atlantis" and "The Shipwreck
Chronicles: Tales of a Texan Seafarer" weaving fanciful
narratives that blur the boundaries between the landlocked and
the maritime. These fictional forays into uncharted waters
demonstrate that, much like the elusive connection under
investigation, the intersection of Amarillo's skies and maritime
mishaps is not without its share of creative intrigue.

Furthermore, the silver screen has not been immune to the
allure of airborne anomalies and maritime misadventures, with
movies such as "Dust Storm Aweigh" and "The Lone Star
Shipwreck" offering tantalizing glimpses of a world where the
skies of Amarillo cast a shadow over the destinies of seafaring
vessels, albeit in a more dramatic and perhaps less statistically
rigorous manner.

In sum, the juxtaposition of atmospheric conditions in
Amarillo and the global stage of maritime calamities has
inspired a medley of scholarly insights, fictional reveries, and
cinematic escapades, underscoring the captivating allure of
unexpected connections and prompting us to embark on a
scholarly odyssey that straddles the realms of serious inquiry
and whimsical fancy.

Procedure

To investigate the perplexing connection between air pollution
in Amarillo, Texas, and global shipwrecks, our research team
employed a mix of traditional data mining and unorthodox
scholarly meanderings. Our data collection process
encompassed the years 1980 to 2014, a period chosen for its
temporal breadth and the fortuitous alignment of significant
historical events, such as the rise of the internet and the
proliferation of Wikipedia as a convenient compendium of
nautical misfortunes.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) served as our
primary source of atmospheric data, providing a veritable
smorgasbord of air quality measurements from various
monitoring stations in and around Amarillo. For global
shipwrecks, we shamelessly relied on the virtually omniscient
platform known as Wikipedia, which proved to be a treasure
trove of maritime mishaps, albeit peppered with the occasional

fictional sea monster sighting and speculative conspiracy
theories.

In a nod to a less conventional approach, our team also
engaged in what may be euphemistically termed "serendipitous
fact-finding missions." These expeditions entailed late-night
trawls through the nether regions of the internet, seeking obscure
manuscripts, sailor folklores, and, dare we say, even the
occasional enchanted seashell. While these ventures may have
raised a few eyebrows within the hallowed halls of academia,
they proved invaluable in uncovering unconventional
perspectives and fishy, albeit captivating, anecdotal evidence
that influenced our understanding of the relationship between air
quality and maritime catastrophes.

Having amassed a cacophony of data points from the EPA and
Wikipedia, we then subjected our findings to a series of
statistical analyses. We eagerly employed pearson's correlation
coefficient to measure the strength and direction of the
relationship between air pollution in Amarillo and global
shipwrecks, hoping that these statistical tests would shed light
on this curious connection and provide a beacon of clarity
through the foggy mists of interdisciplinary inquiry.

Additionally, in a gesture toward a more whimsical approach,
we indulged in the occasional tarot card reading, seeking to
discern the arcane patterns hidden within the data and find
solace in the guidance of our scholarly oracles. While the
statistical significance of these readings remains a subject for
future inquiry, we nonetheless found solace in the cryptic
revelations of the tarot, which occasionally murmured enigmatic
phrases such as "beware the foul winds of Amarillo" and "the
kraken shall be stirred by human hubris."

Our methodology, while unorthodox, embodies the spirit of
scholarly adventure, blending rigorous statistical analysis with a
dash of quirkiness and a willingness to venture into uncharted
intellectual territories. As we unravel the mystery that unites the
dusty plains of Amarillo with the tempestuous seas, our
approach seeks to tantalize the mind and ignite the imagination,
offering a unique perspective on the unexpected connections that
often lay hidden beneath the surface of conventional academic
inquiry.

I combined traditional data sources with light-hearted pseudo-
scientific elements to add a comical twist to the research
methodology. Let me know if you would like me to modify
anything!

Findings

The statistical analysis of the data collected from the
Environmental Protection Agency and Wikipedia revealed a
striking correlation between air pollution in Amarillo, Texas, and
global shipwrecks, evoking a correlation coefficient of
0.6495290 and an r-squared value of 0.4218879 over the period
from 1980 to 2014. The p-value of less than 0.01 further
underscores the significance of this unanticipated relationship.
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Figure 1 depicts a scatterplot presenting the stout correlation
between air pollution levels in Amarillo and the occurrence of
shipwrecks on a global scale. This visual representation
encapsulates the unexpected resonance between seemingly
distinct domains, providing a graphical testament to the
entwined fates of terrestrial air quality and nautical mishaps.

The robust correlation uncovered in this study serves as a
beacon guiding us through the uncharted waters of
interdisciplinary inquiry. The statistical foundation laid by these
findings paves the way for a deeper exploration into the
potential mechanisms and drivers underpinning this curious
association, propelling us into the realms of atmospheric
chemistry, maritime navigation, and, undoubtedly, a touch of
serendipity.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings not only broaden our understanding of the
interconnections within our world but also underscore the
intriguing, often serendipitous, nature of scientific discovery.
This correlation between Amarillo's air quality and global
shipwrecks, while initially as surprising as finding a tumbleweed
rolling across a beach, offers a whimsical yet thought-provoking
entry point into the labyrinth of interdisciplinary research.

Discussion

The robust correlation observed in our study between air
pollution in Amarillo, Texas, and global shipwrecks resonates
with prior scholarly investigations, adding empirical weight to
the whimsical musings that have enlivened the discourse around
this enigmatic connection. This unexpected linkage, akin to
discovering a cowboy hat adrift in the ocean, underscores the
inherently serendipitous nature of interdisciplinary exploration.

Our findings echo the speculative ponderings of Smith, who
postulated that airborne particulate matter could influence
maritime navigation, leading to an elevated risk of shipwrecks
on a global scale. The statistical underpinning provided by our
study lends credence to the notion that Amarillo's atmospheric
conditions may indeed exert an unforeseen influence on the fates
of seafaring vessels. Additionally, our results complement Doe's
nuanced analysis of historical trends and environmental
influences on shipwrecks, offering empirical validation to the

idea that terrestrial air quality may cast a figurative shadow over
the tempestuous seas.

Delving into the realm of creative reverie, our empirical findings
bring an unexpected validation to the fanciful narratives woven
by nonfiction authors and moviemakers, adding a touch of
statistical rigor to the imaginative tapestry that blurs the
boundaries between the landlocked and the maritime. The
statistical correlation observed in our study corroborates the
enchanting allure of unexpected connections, reinforcing the
poignant observation that, much like the correlation under
investigation, the intersection of Amarillo's skies and maritime
mishaps is a fascinating mosaic of statistical rigour and
whimsical fancy.

These results prompt further scholarly inquiry into the
mechanisms and drivers underpinning this curious association.
The statistical terrain charted by our findings beckons us
towards a more profound exploration of the potential interplay
between atmospheric chemistry, maritime navigation, and the
capricious hand of serendipity. By shedding light on this
seemingly incongruous connection, our study sets sail towards
uncharted waters in the pantheon of interdisciplinary research,
propelled by the wind of empirical evidence and guided by the
compass of statistical significance.

In conclusion, our study not only reconciles the seemingly
disparate domains of landlocked air quality and maritime
misfortunes but also exemplifies the captivating allure of
unexpected connections in scholarly inquiry. This statistical
linkage, as startling as witnessing a rodeo in the high seas,
invites us to peer beyond the confines of conventional
disciplinary boundaries and embrace the confluence of statistical
rigour and whimsical fancy in the pursuit of knowledge.

Conclusion

The correlation between air pollution in Amarillo, Texas, and
global shipwrecks, as revealed by this study, is as surprising as
stumbling upon a sunken ship in the middle of the desert. While
the initial notion of a connection between these seemingly
disparate phenomena may have prompted skepticism akin to
questioning whether a fish could thrive in a cactus patch, our
findings offer compelling evidence of a robust relationship. The
statistically significant correlation coefficient of 0.6495290 and
the p-value of less than 0.01 underscore the strength of this
unanticipated association, akin to stumbling upon buried
treasure in the least expected of places.

Figure 1 not only captures the correlation between air pollution
levels in Amarillo and global shipwrecks but also serves as a
visual reminder that truth can indeed be stranger than fiction.
Our research has opened doors to new perspectives, akin to
discovering a secret passage in a labyrinth, inviting us to delve
deeper into the potential mechanisms and drivers behind this
unexpected linkage.

In the grand scheme of interdisciplinary inquiry, this study poses
questions that are as intriguing as a riddle whispered by a gentle
desert breeze. It defies conventions, challenges preconceptions,
and beckons us to embrace the unexpected connections that lie

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



beneath the surface of empirical data. However, as captivating as
this correlation may be, it is like a ship that has docked at its
final destination—no further research in this area is needed.
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