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In this paper, we present a seemingly absurd yet curiously connected inquiry into the relationship 
between the number of plumbers in Florida and the salaries of university lecturers in the US. We 
employed data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the National Center for Education Statistics 
to unravel the enigmatic ties between these seemingly unrelated professions. Through rigorous 
analysis, we discovered a statistically significant correlation coefficient of 0.9554005 and p < 0.01 
for the years 2009 to 2021, much to our bemusement. Our findings suggest an unexpectedly strong 
positive correlation between the two variables, defying traditional expectations. As the number of 
plumbers in Florida fluctuated, so did the salaries of university lecturers across the US, sending 
shockwaves through the academic community. While we cannot unequivocally claim causation, the 
observable relationship between these disparate realms invites further exploration and whimsical 
contemplation, as we navigate the labyrinthine interconnectedness of society and labor markets. The
peculiar links we uncovered between the wrench-wielding workforce and the ivory tower denizens 
serve as a testament to the delightful unpredictability of scholarly inquiry – a reminder that, in the 
scholarly pursuit of knowledge, sometimes the most surprising connections emerge from the 
unlikeliest of places.

In the arcane realm of academic research,
where  erudite  scholars  delve  deep  into
the  annals  of  data  and  statistics,  there
exist  phenomena  that  defy  logic  and
confound  expectation.  Such  is  the  case
with our investigation into the connection
between  the  number  of  plumbers  in
Florida  and  the  salaries  of  university
lecturers in the US. On the surface, these
two professions may seem as far apart as
Jupiter and a clogged drain. However, as
we embarked on our analytical escapade,
we found ourselves entangled in a web of
unexpected correlations and confounding
synchronicities.

The pursuit of knowledge often takes us
on whimsical journeys, and this particular
expedition led us into uncharted territory
– where the clang of wrenches meets the

echo of academic discourse. What started
as an offhand jest during a coffee break
swiftly evolved into a full-fledged inquiry,
driven by the audacious spirit of scholarly
curiosity  and  a  penchant  for  embracing
the absurd.

In  this  paper,  we  aim  to  unravel  the
peculiar  dance  between  plumbing  and
pedagogy,  forgoing  the  shackles  of
convention  to  explore  the  enigmatic
interplay  between  labor  markets  and
academic compensation. We dare to peer
beyond  the  surface,  where  the
mortarboard  meets  the  monkey wrench,
and where the  labyrinthine  pathways  of
economic  cause  and  effect  lead  us  into
the most unexpected nooks and crannies
of correlation.
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Buckle  up,  dear  reader,  for  our  journey
will traverse the curious intersections of
blue-collar  artisanship  and  ivory  tower
intellect. As we marinate in the data, we
invite  you  to  join  us  in  reveling  in  the
whimsy of  scholarly  investigation,  for  in
the  world  of  academia,  it’s  not  just  the
pipes that are full of twists and turns.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  correlation  between  seemingly
unrelated  professions  has  long  been  a
source  of  academic  intrigue  and
amusement.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)  delved
into the unexpected connections between
labor markets and educational economics,
shedding light on the interplay of various
occupations  and  their  impact  on
compensation  in  the  educational  sector.
Similarly, Doe and Jones (2018) explored
the  intricate  web  of  factors  influencing
labor  market  dynamics,  uncovering
surprising  parallels  between  diverse
industries.

As  we  venture  further  into  the
idiosyncratic  realm  of  our  inquiry,  we
encounter a delightful array of literature
that tangentially relates to the enigmatic
relationship  between  the  number  of
plumbers  in  Florida  and  the  salaries  of
university  lecturers  in  the  US.  "The
Economics  of  Higher  Education"  by
Johnson and Smith (2017) offers poignant
insights  into  the  financial  intricacies  of
academia,  though  sadly  lacking  in
plumbing  references.  On  the  more
tangential  side,  "Fluid  Dynamics:  A
Practical  Guide"  by  Waters  (2016)
presents  itself  as  an  unexpected
possibility  for  unraveling  the  fluidity  of
labor  market  dynamics,  albeit  with  a
heavier  emphasis  on  liquids  than  on
vocational pursuits.

Turning to the world of fiction, "A Tale of
Two  Wrenches"  by  Charles  Dickenstein
promises a riveting narrative of vocational
vicissitudes and improbable connections,
though  regrettably  devoid  of  empirical
evidence.  "The Plumber's Pipedream" by
Jane Austopsky, while a captivating title,

offers little  in  terms of  scholarly  insight
but may serve as a source of comic relief
in our rigorous pursuit of knowledge.

And  now,  in  a  daring  departure  from
convention,  we  stumbled  upon  an
unorthodox source of insight - the ancient
art of divining correlations from mundane
fragments of everyday life. After perusing
endless scrolls of CVS receipts, we found,
to our astonishment, a recurring pattern
linking the purchase of  drain cleaner  in
Florida  with  fluctuations  in  tenured
professor  salaries  nationwide.  While
undoubtedly  unconventional,  this
revelatory  approach  challenges  the  very
essence of conventional scholarly inquiry
and demands further contemplation.

In  the  whimsical  tapestry  of  scholarly
exploration,  where  the  threads  of
knowledge  weave  together  in
unpredictable  patterns,  one  cannot  help
but  revel  in  the  delightful  absurdity  of
academic pursuits.  As  we wade through
the  scholarly  seas,  accompanied  by  the
echoing  clang  of  wrenches  and  the
erudite  discourse  of  academia,  we must
remember  that  sometimes,  the  most
extraordinary  discoveries  emerge  from
the humblest of origins.

METHODOLOGY

To  untangle  the  intricate  web  of
connections  between  the  number  of
plumbers  in  Florida  and  the  salaries  of
university  lecturers  in  the  US,  our
research team embarked on a data-driven
odyssey  that  would  make  Odysseus
himself  envious.  Armed  with  diligence,
coffee,  and  an  unyielding  resolve  to
unearth  the  unexpected,  we  sought  to
navigate  the  labyrinthine  pathways  of
correlation  using  a  variety  of  quasi-
conventional  and  delightfully  quirky
research methods.

First  and  foremost,  we  turned  to  the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  the
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics
as  our  guiding  constellations  in  this
scholarly  expedition.  The  troves  of  data
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from these  venerable  institutions  served
as the bedrock of our analysis, providing
insight into the trends,  fluctuations, and
idiosyncrasies  of  both  the  plumbing
workforce in the Sunshine State and the
academic  elite  shaping  young  minds
across the nation.

Our data collection process resembled a
frenzied  scavenger  hunt,  as  we scoured
the  digital  archives  for  nuggets  of
statistical  gold.  We  handpicked  datasets
spanning the years 2009 to 2021, treating
each data point with the delicacy of a rare
artifact unearthed from the depths of an
ancient crypt – or, in this case, an Excel
spreadsheet.

In the spirit of embracing the unexpected,
we  employed  an  eclectic  array  of
statistical  methods  to  wrangle  the  data
into submission. From simple correlation
analyses  to  more  complex  time  series
models, our statistical toolkit resembled a
multi-tool  Swiss  army  knife,  ready  to
tackle the enigmatic correlations at every
twist and turn of the data.

To ensure the robustness of our findings,
we subjected our analyses to the scrutiny
of  peer  review,  where  fellow  scholars
marveled  at  the  audacity  of  our  inquiry
while  simultaneously  scratching  their
heads in bemusement. The cacophony of
academic  banter  echoed  through  the
hallowed halls  of  scholarly discourse,  as
we  defended  our  unorthodox  approach
with a peculiar  mix of  data-driven rigor
and whimsical conjecture.

As we waded through the sea of data, we
remained ever  vigilant  against  the siren
call  of  spurious  correlations  and
unfounded  causation.  Like  a  nautical
captain  navigating  treacherous  waters,
we  steered  clear  of  the  shoals  of
fallacious  reasoning  and  embraced  the
beacon of empirical evidence, guiding us
through  the  murky  depths  of  statistical
analysis.

In essence, our methodology was a dance
between  the  conventional  and  the
downright zany, reminiscent of a scholarly
tango with data as our mercurial partner.

Through  a  blend  of  sound  statistical
practices and the occasional leap of faith,
we  set  out  to  unravel  the  captivating
mystery  of  the  intertwined  fates  of
plumbers and professors.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis revealed a robust
and  positively  fascinating  correlation
between  the  number  of  plumbers  in
Florida  and  the  salaries  of  university
lecturers  in  the  United  States.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9554005
startled  even  the  most  seasoned
researchers, leaving us in disbelief akin to
realizing  that  Pegasus  is  actually  a
unifying  symbol  for  both  plumbers  and
professors.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.9127901 further reinforced the strength
of the relationship, much like a reinforced
pipe can withstand the test  of  time and
pressure.

In line with these findings, the p-value of
less than 0.01 unequivocally indicated the
statistical significance of the relationship,
prompting us to boldly proclaim that the
connection  between  these  seemingly
unrelated professions is more than a mere
pipe  dream.  It’s  as  tangible  as  a  leaky
faucet, dripping with significance and ripe
for further investigation.

Our  revelatory  results  challenge
conventional  wisdom  and  beckon  us  to
dream  of  improbable  connections  –  a
realization as shocking as finding out that
Sigmund Freud moonlighted as a plumber
in Vienna. The accompanying scatterplot
(Fig.  1),  which  we  present  here  with
bated breath and a twinkle in our eyes,
showcases  the  distinct  and  undeniable
pattern  of  correlation  between  the
number  of  plumbers  in  Florida  and
university lecturer salaries across the US.
It’s  as  if  the  fates  of  these  professions
were  intertwined  in  a  whimsical  ballet,
pirouetting  through  the  esoteric  and
capricious world of economic phenomena.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  unforeseen  correlation  would  make
even the most seasoned researcher do a
double-take,  much  like  spotting  a  rare
albino alligator in a murky bog. We stand
both awed and humbled by the revelatory
power of  data,  reminding us that in the
scholarly  pursuit  of  knowledge,
sometimes  the  most  unexpected
connections  emerge from the  unlikeliest
of sources.

DISCUSSION

In  the  immortal  words  of  Robert  Frost,
"Two  roads  diverged  in  a  yellow  wood,
and sorry I could not travel both...but hey,
let's  see  if  these  roads  are  correlated
somehow!" Our findings have uncorked a
Pandora's box of peculiar and whimsical
implications,  much  like  discovering  that
the  Loch  Ness  Monster  has  been
moonlighting as a plumber in the Florida
swamps. The results of our study provide
solid support for the prior research that
ventured  into  the  labyrinthine  world  of
interconnected  professions  and  labor
market dynamics.

The  unexpectedly  strong  positive
correlation  we  uncovered  between  the
number  of  plumbers  in  Florida  and  the
salaries of university lecturers in the US
hearkens  back  to  Smith  et  al.'s  (2015)
pioneering  examination  of  the  intricate
interplay  between  diverse  occupations
and their impact on compensation in the
education  sector.  It's  as  if  these  two
seemingly  unrelated  realms  had  been

engaged in a clandestine tango across the
socio-economic  landscape,  twirling  and
dipping  in  a  waltz  of  statistical
significance.

Our results lend credence to the work of
Doe and Jones (2018), who delved into the
myriad  factors  influencing  labor  market
dynamics  and  stumbled  upon  startling
parallels  between  industries.  With  a
correlation coefficient  of  0.9554005 that
practically  shouts  "I'm  here  to  disrupt
your  conventional  assumptions!",  our
study adds a robust layer of evidence to
the  web  of  curiosity  surrounding  the
interconnectedness of labor markets and
educational economics.

In  a  twist  that  could  rival  a
Shakespearean  comedy,  our  findings
stand  as  a  testament  to  the  delightful
unpredictability  of  scholarly  inquiry  -  a
reminder that, in the scholarly pursuit of
knowledge,  sometimes  the  most
surprising  connections  emerge  from the
unlikeliest of places. We are left to ponder
whether the wages of university lecturers
dance  to  the  tune  of  plumbing  fixtures,
much  like  a  quirky  ballet  staged  in  the
unlikeliest of economic theaters.

The tangible link we uncovered between
these  distinct  professions  prompts  us to
consider  the  significance  of  this
association,  which  resonates  as  strongly
as a ringing endorsement from the ghost
of Thomas Edison. While our study does
not  offer  a  causal  explanation  for  this
fascinating linkage, it certainly provides a
jumping-off point  for  further  exploration
into  the  peculiar  and  paradoxical
interplay of labor markets.

In the end, our study leaves us with more
questions  than  answers,  much  like
discovering that the academic ivory tower
and  the  plumbing  industry  share  a
keystone that connects them in surprising
and  enigmatic  ways.  It  compels  us  to
embrace  the  delightful  absurdity  of
academic  inquiry,  where  the  most
improbable  connections  can  unravel  in
the rigorous pursuit of knowledge. As we
navigate the scholarly landscape, we must
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remain  open  to  the  possibility  that
sometimes,  the  most  extraordinary
correlations emerge from the humblest of
origins  -  even  if  those  origins  involve  a
seemingly  unremarkable  wrench  and  a
lofty professorial salary.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  revealed  a
delightfully  inconceivable  correlation
between  the  number  of  plumbers  in
Florida  and  the  salaries  of  university
lecturers  in  the  United  States.  This
unforeseen connection is as surprising as
discovering  a  hidden  treasure  map in  a
plumber’s  toolbox.  The  statistical
significance  of  this  relationship,  with  a
correlation  coefficient  akin  to  finding  a
golden  wrench  in  the  sea  of  data,
challenges  traditional  paradigms  and
beckons  us  to  embrace  the  whimsical
waltz of scholarly exploration.

Our  findings  have  opened  a  Pandora’s
toolbox  of  questions  and  curiosities,
prompting  us  to  ponder  the  mysterious
ways in which the hum of pipe wrenches
resonates with the resonance of academic
discourse.  It’s  as  if  the  ghost  of  Isaac
Newton  is  playfully  sending  apples  and
plumbers cascading through the hallowed
halls  of  academia,  leaving us with more
questions  than  answers  and  more
laughter than solemn contemplation.

As  we  peer  into  the  labyrinth  of  labor
markets and scholarly pursuits, we stand
at  the  intersection  of  perspiration  and
inspiration,  where  the  rhythm  of  blue-
collar  toil  seems  to  harmonize  with  the
symphony of scholarly pursuit. Our study
highlights  the  intriguing  interplay
between  economic  phenomena  and
professional  trajectories,  reminding  us
that the world of academic research is as
riddled with unexpected connections as a
leaky pipe.

In light  of  these  revelatory findings,  we
boldly assert that no further research is
needed in this area. Our work stands as a
monument  to  the  capricious  dance  of

data, where the cogs of correlation churn
out  revelations  more  surprising  than
finding a scholarly journal in a plumber’s
toolbox. Let us embrace the absurdity of
scholarly  inquiry  and  revel  in  the
delightful  unpredictability  of  knowledge,
for  in  the  esoteric  realm  of  research,
sometimes the most remarkable insights
emerge from the unlikeliest of places.

And with that, we leave you to ponder the
mysterious  synchronicities  of  scholarly
exploration  and  the  gleeful  absurdity  of
uncovering  connections  where  none
seemed to exist. As we bid adieu to this
confounding  cadence  of  correlations,  let
us remember that in the scholarly pursuit
of  knowledge,  sometimes  it’s  the  most
unexpected findings that prove to be the
most enlightening.
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