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In this study, we delve into the curious correlation between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the frequency of
Google searches for 'best colleges'. Our research team collected and analyzed data from the National Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends,
examining the period from 2012 to 2021. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a strong positive correlation, with a correlation coefficient of 0.9708225 and p <
0.01, raising a few eyebrows and possibly even encouraging some double takes. The results suggest that there may be a pattern in which individuals seeking
information about the "best colleges" on Google are more likely to pursue degrees in multi/interdisciplinary studies, indicating a potential predisposition for
diverse and varied academic interests. It seems that students are searching for breadth in their educational pursuits, both on and off the web. Upon reflection,
one might say that our research has unveiled a "multi-faceted" approach to understanding the decision-making process behind college and major selection. It
appears that those with an affinity for multidisciplinary studies also exhibit a penchant for seeking an array of options when it comes to the realm of higher
education, suggesting a curious intertwining of intellectual curiosity and career aspirations. In closing, we hope that our paper sparks not only academic
interest but also a chuckle or two, perhaps leaving our readers with the quip: "When it comes to college searches, it seems that multi/interdisciplinary

students are combining all their options for the 'best’ result.

INTRODUCTION

The pursuit of higher education is often likened to a quest for
knowledge, a journey filled with choices and considerations
both profound and practical. As individuals navigate this
academic odyssey, they are confronted with a myriad of
decisions, from selecting a major to choosing the ideal
institution to call home for the next chapter of their lives. The
factors influencing these decisions are as diverse as the students
themselves, prompting researchers to delve into the underlying
motivations guiding their educational choices.

Our investigation takes an unconventional turn as we embark on
a quest to uncover the intriguing relationship between Bachelor's
degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the
frequency of Google searches for 'best colleges'. It’s a bit like
trying to find the best "cross-disciplinary” option in a maze of
academic and internet choices - truly a multi-layered pursuit!

One might wonder, “What prompts individuals to seek out
multi/interdisciplinary studies, and how does this relate to their
interest in finding the best colleges?" This peculiar endeavor,
akin to discerning the perfect blend of flavors in an academic
buffet, has left us with an appetite for understanding why these
patterns emerge.

Intriguingly, our initial findings have unearthed a rather close-
knit relationship between the two variables, mirroring the
seemingly inseparable bond between a professor and their trusty
tweed jacket. The correlation coefficient of 0.9708225 and a p-
value of less than 0.01 have undoubtedly raised eyebrows in the
academic domain, much like spotting a fellow researcher

pausing to contemplate the intricacies of a particularly
perplexing bar graph.

Thus far, our data suggests that there exists a peculiar link
between the pursuit of multi/interdisciplinary studies and the
quest for information on the "best colleges". It’s almost as if
there is a synergistic dance between a student's desire for a
broad educational experience and their search for the ultimate
educational oasis — a nuanced tango of intellectual curiosity and
pragmatic considerations.

Indeed, amidst the sea of statistical analyses and data
interpretations, we have stumbled upon a rather unexpected
punchline amongst the scholarly discourse. It seems that the
students pursuing multi/interdisciplinary studies are not only
juggling diverse academic interests but are also artfully
navigating the labyrinthine web of higher education options,
akin to the skills required to appreciate a good academic pun.

As we unravel this unique relationship, we find ourselves not
only uncovering the underlying pattern of behavior but also,
perhaps, unearthing a penchant for interdisciplinary pursuits that
transcends mere statistical associations. With that in mind, it
seems that this research might well be labeled as a "best-kept
secret" in the intersection of academic and internet behavior,
leaving us to wonder if the pursuit of multi/interdisciplinary
studies is the key to unlocking the ‘best’ in both academic and
virtual realms.

Review of existing research
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In examining the curious correlation between the prevalence of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
and the frequency of Google searches for 'best colleges', we
sought to unearth relevant literature that goes beyond the surface
level of this delightful academic puzzle. It's as if we were
assembling the pieces of a complex academic jigsaw puzzle,
only to find a dad joke hidden in the final picture.

Smith and Doe (2015) present a comprehensive analysis of the
trends in interdisciplinary studies and note the increasing
popularity of such programs, prompting us to ponder if students
are, quite literally, seeking to "have their academic cake and eat
it too." Jones and Smith (2018) further highlight the inherent
flexibility and diversity offered by interdisciplinary degrees,
echoing the eclectic nature of a "choose your own adventure"
book, just with more academic rigor and fewer dragons.

In "Book," the authors find lorem and ipsum, hinting at a
parallel between the penchant for multi/interdisciplinary studies
and an individual's quest to find the 'best colleges'. It’s almost
like searching for the Holy Grail, only the grail in question is a
well-rounded education instead of a goblet.

On a tangential yet relevant note, let us not dismiss the potential
influence of non-fiction educational literature that may
inadvertently shape the aspirations of prospective students.
Works such as "The Innovator's Dilemma" and "The Tipping
Point" may incite an intellectual curiosity akin to the search for
the 'best colleges', enticing individuals to pursue a diverse array
of academic offerings, much like a choose-your-own-adventure
board game where the end goal is not a win but an exhilarating
learning experience.

Moreover, the realm of fiction may whisper intriguing secrets
intertwined with our research quest. Could the allure of
multi/interdisciplinary studies be akin to the eclectic appeal of
"Cloud Atlas" and "The Night Circus,” where the blending of
various narratives mirrors the blending of academic disciplines?
It’s almost as if students are drawn to interdisciplinary studies by
the same ineffable magic that animates the pages of a beloved
fantasy novel.

Directly or indirectly, we must also consider that popular board
games with an intellectual twist, such as Trivial Pursuit or
Settlers of Catan, may fuel a passion for diversity in academic
pursuits. The intricate interplay of knowledge and strategy in
these games could very well plant the seeds of curiosity that
blossom into a desire for multi/interdisciplinary studies, creating
a synchronicity akin to a perfectly executed pun in the midst of a
serious conversation.

However, let us not forget the gravity of our academic pursuit
amidst the laughter - the connection between Bachelor's degrees
in multi/interdisciplinary studies and Google searches for 'best
colleges' poses intriguing questions that merit further
investigation. In the spirit of this curiosity, we turn our attention
towards the methodology and empirical findings that shed light
on the enigmatic relationship between academic pursuits and
virtual inquiries.

Procedure

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the intriguing correlation between the number of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
and Google searches for 'best colleges', our research employed a
comprehensive and, dare we say, multipronged approach that
involved a blend of quantitative analysis and digital
ethnography. Our methods aimed to capture the complex
interplay of academic pursuits and virtual exploration, akin to
untangling a web of scholarly and online behaviors.

Using data sourced from the National Center for Education
Statistics and Google Trends, our research team embarked on a
data collection endeavor worthy of an academic adventurer. We
collected information spanning the years 2012 to 2021, a
timeframe akin to embarking on a journey through the annals of
higher education and virtual search trends.

Our approach combined statistical analyses with the scrutiny of
web search behavior, creating a methodological synergy
comparable to harmonizing a symphony of data and digital
footprints. We employed regression analyses to establish the
strength and direction of the relationship between Bachelor's
degrees in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and Google searches
for 'best colleges'. It was a bit like navigating through an
academic maze, armed with statistical compasses and
algorithmic treasure maps.

The utilization of advanced statistical software, including but
not limited to STATA and R programming, provided us with the
necessary tools for weaving through the intricacies of the data. It
was analogous to equipping oneself with an intellectual Swiss
army knife, ready to dissect and interpret the data tapestry to
reveal the underlying patterns.

Furthermore, our research endeavored to contextualize the
quantitative findings by delving into the qualitative realm of
digital ethnography. We scrutinized the search query patterns
and trends associated with 'best colleges', seeking to uncover the
nuanced motivations and behaviors underlying these virtual
quests. It was akin to deciphering the symbolic language of
academic and collegiate exploration, as though we were
linguistic anthropologists in the realm of search terms and
virtual pursuits.

In an endeavor to ensure the robustness of our findings and
interpretations, the research design incorporated measures to
mitigate potential confounding variables and biases. Sensitivity
analyses were performed to ascertain the validity and reliability
of the observed correlations, much like a cautious explorer
examining the firmness of a bridge before venturing forth into
the unknown.

In a rather unusual turn of events, our research team also
engaged in a brief foray into the whimsical realm of dad jokes,
peppering our methodology with occasional jests to foster a
lighthearted ambiance amidst the rigorous analytical pursuits. It
was a nod to the spirit of academic curiosity and perhaps an
indirect attempt to infuse the otherwise serious proceedings with
a dash of levity.

In summary, our research methodology stands as a testament to
the fusion of quantitative rigor and digital ethnography, crafting
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a multifaceted lens through which to unravel the enigmatic
relationship between multi/interdisciplinary studies and the
pursuit of the 'best colleges' in the virtual domain. It was akin to
wielding a conceptual kaleidoscope, allowing us to capture the
diverse and colorful interactions between academic pursuits and
virtual odysseys.

And finally, one might say that our methodology section serves
as the 'best anecdote' in the academic research narrative, filled
with the subtle humor and levity necessary to make the journey
through statistical analyses and digital explorations an enjoyable
intellectual expedition.

Findings

The results of our investigation into the connection between
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
and the frequency of Google searches for 'best colleges' unveiled
a remarkably strong positive correlation. The correlation
coefficient of 0.9708225 and an r-squared value of 0.9424964
provided irrefutable evidence of this noteworthy relationship,
leaving our research team pleasantly surprised and a little
puzzled, much like the feeling of finding a hidden joke in an
academic paper.

Figure 1 illustrates the strong positive correlation between the
number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary
Studies and the frequency of Google searches for 'best colleges'.
The data points align almost as seamlessly as a well-crafted pun,
solidifying the robustness of our findings and prompting some
contemplative nods from the academic community.

One might say that our findings give new meaning to the phrase
"broadening one's horizon" — a bit like googling for "the best
colleges" while also considering a major that encompasses a
wide range of academic disciplines. It's almost as if our data is
winking at us, or maybe that's just our interpretation after
spending a little too much time with graphs and puns.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The statistically significant correlation we uncovered points to a
rather intriguing possibility: individuals drawn to the realm of
multi/interdisciplinary studies may also exhibit a heightened
interest in perusing the plethora of educational options available,

seeking to spread their wings and soar towards a diverse and
well-rounded academic experience. Perhaps the pursuit of
multi/interdisciplinary studies is akin to seeking the 'best' in both
educational variety and excellence, turning the age-old adage of
"jack of all trades, master of none" on its head — a twist that not
even the most seasoned dad joke connoisseur could have
predicted.

In sum, our results shed light on the curious intertwining of
academic pursuits and online searches, highlighting the nuanced
relationship between the choice of a Bachelor's degree and the
quest for the ideal college fit. With this unexpected correlation,
it seems that a penchant for multi/interdisciplinary studies may
indeed pave the way for a broader search for excellence in the
realm of higher education. This leaves us to wonder if our
findings may turn out to be a "multi-faceted" key to unraveling
the complexities of educational decision-making in the modern
age.

Discussion

Our findings have brought forth a delightful revelation, akin to
finding a hidden Easter egg in the world of academia. It seems
that there is a robust connection between the prevalence of
Bachelor's degrees awarded in Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies
and the frequency of Google searches for 'best colleges'. While
this correlation might initially seem as surprising as finding a
dad joke in an economics journal, it is not without precedent.

Building upon the literature review, our results echo the
increased popularity and flexibility of interdisciplinary programs
highlighted by Smith and Doe (2015) and Jones and Smith
(2018). The strong positive correlation we uncovered supports
the notion that students pursuing multi/interdisciplinary studies
may inherently seek diverse academic experiences, approaching
their college search with a similarly broad perspective. It's
almost as if the academic world is indulging in a bit of cosmic
humor, entwining interests in a way that prompts a wry smile
from even the most stoic researcher.

Furthermore, our results add empirical weight to the parallels
drawn by  "Book"  between the penchant for
multi/interdisciplinary studies and the quest for the 'best
colleges'. It's as if our data validated a whimsical analogy, akin
to a researcher stumbling upon an unexpected punchline in a
complex statistical analysis.

In all seriousness, our findings contribute to a deeper
understanding of the decision-making processes surrounding
college and major selection. They suggest that individuals drawn
to multi/interdisciplinary studies exhibit a penchant for seeking a
diverse array of educational options, resonant with the
inquisitive nature of those embarking on a search for the 'best
colleges'.

What our data has uncovered is not just a mere statistical
relationship but rather a reflection of the intertwined pursuit of
excellence and diversity in educational endeavors. It
demonstrates how the choice of a major and the quest for the
ideal college fit are linked in a manner that goes beyond the
confines of conventional academic study. One might even say
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that it's a bit like solving a riddle in the form of a statistical
model, with the punchline revealing an unexpected harmony
between seemingly disparate elements.

As we delve deeper into the implications of our results, we are
left with a sense of wonder and perhaps a touch of whimsy. The
connection between the pursuit of multi/interdisciplinary studies
and the search for 'best colleges' may indeed turn out to be a
curious yet profound interplay of intellectual curiosity and
academic aspiration. In unraveling this relationship, our research
may spark a chuckle or two and leave our readers with the quip:
"When it comes to academic pursuits, it seems that
multi/interdisciplinary students are combining all their options
for the 'best' result."

Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unraveled an intriguing link
between  the  pursuit of  Bachelor's degrees in
Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies and the frequency of Google
searches for 'best colleges'. It appears that individuals with an
inclination towards multi/interdisciplinary studies are also more
likely to engage in the virtual hunt for the 'creme de la creme' of
higher education. This correlation points to a fascinating
interplay between academic proclivities and the quest for
educational excellence, almost like finding the perfect blend of
spices in a multidisciplinary dish.

Our findings suggest that there is more to this connection than
meets the eye, resembling the layers of a particularly well-
constructed academic pun. It seems that the curiosity and broad-
ranging interests driving individuals towards
multi/interdisciplinary studies also extend to their pursuit of a
diverse and top-tier college experience — a delightful parallel,
much like the unexpected twist in a dad joke that leaves one
chuckling.

At this juncture, one might quip that when it comes to
educational pursuits, multi/interdisciplinary students are not
only broadening their horizons but also expanding their search
for the 'créme de la créme'. It's as if they are combining all their
options for the 'best' result, much like attempting to unravel a
convoluted yet satisfying punchline.

In light of these fascinating revelations, we assert that no further
research in this area is needed, as our findings present a "best-
kept secret” in the intersection of academic and internet
behavior, leaving us with the pervasive thought that perhaps, for
those inclined towards multi/interdisciplinary studies, the pursuit
of the 'best' is an inevitable consequence.

With that, we hope to have not only illuminated an unexpected
connection between academic pursuits and virtual searches but
also sparkled some amusement in our readers, leaving them with
a smile and a newfound appreciation for the intricate dance of
data and wit.

No further research is needed in this area; we believe we've hit
the pun-ultimate conclusion.
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