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Abstract

This study delves into the intriguing connection between UFO sightings in the state of Michigan and the
New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list. Through a comprehensive analysis of data extracted from the
National UFO Reporting Center and the Hawes database, spanning the years 1975 to 2014, a significant
correlation was uncovered. The calculated correlation coefficient of 0.8863146 with a p-value less than
0.01 indicates a remarkably strong relationship between the two variables. In a quip that "UFOs might be
abducting our readers," the findings suggest a potential otherworldly influence on literary tastes, ushering
in a new dimension to understanding consumer behaviors. Could it be that extraterrestrial sightings
trigger an uptick in the purchase of science fiction novels, or are intergalactic beings themselves fans of
earthly literature? Our results illuminate a celestial conundrum ripe for exploration. The implications of
these findings are far-reaching and may even prompt a reevaluation of the extraterrestrial impact on our
cultural zeitgeist. As Albert Einstein once humorously remarked, "The only sure way to prevent your
science fiction from becoming a reality is to never write about it." This study fuses the realms of cosmic
curiosity and literary fascination, offering a lighthearted yet thought-provoking perspective on the interplay
between alien sightings and best-selling fiction.
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As we embark on a journey into the cosmic
unknown, we are invariably drawn to the
enigmatic and the incomprehensible. In the
annals of peculiar phenomena, the
correlation between UFO sightings in
Michigan and the New York Times Fiction
Best Sellers list stands as a curious and
unexpected discovery.

Why did the UFO refuse to purchase a
novel? Because it preferred to read about
its own kind in the encounters section!

Our study seeks to shed light on this
interstellar juxtaposition by exploring the
potential linkages between extraterrestrial
encounters and literary preferences. With
an analytical lens firmly in place, we
endeavor to uncover the cosmic forces at
play, all while keeping our feet firmly planted
on terra firma.

It is easy to dismiss the intersection of UFO
sightings and literature as mere
happenstance, but as J.R.R. Tolkien
cryptically mused, "Not all those who
wander are lost." In a similar vein, we
hypothesize that there may indeed be an
underlying narrative within the statistical
noise, waiting to be deciphered.

Our quest commences with a thorough
examination of data gleaned from the
National UFO Reporting Center and the
Hawes database, covering a temporal
expanse from 1975 to 2014. This time span
was chosen with care, mirroring the
evolution of both extraterrestrial sightings
and literary trends.

What did the UFO say to the best-selling
novel? "You've really abducted my
attention!"

The empirical crux of our investigation lies
in the calculation of a robust correlation
coefficient, which vyielded a value of
0.8863146 along with a p-value less than
0.01. These findings not only surpass the
conventional threshold for significance, but

also beckon us to consider the profound
implications of this unearthly connection.

As we plunge headlong into this cosmic
conundrum, we seek to transform mere
speculation into empirical illumination, all
the while embracing the unexpected twists
and turns that invariably accompany such
ventures into the unknown.

2. Literature Review

Smith (2010) conducted a comprehensive
analysis of UFO sighting reports in
Michigan, scrutinizing the spatial and
temporal distribution of such encounters.
Despite the initial skepticism surrounding
the topic, Smith's work revealed a notable
clustering of sightings around the Great
Lakes region, prompting speculation about
the underlying factors contributing to this
phenomenon. Not to probe too deeply, but
what did the alien in Michigan use to
communicate? An extra-terrestrial device!

Doe and Jones (2015), in their examination
of the New York Times Fiction Best Sellers
list, unearthed intriguing patterns in the
genres that dominated the literary
landscape. Their study illuminated a surge
in the popularity of science fiction and
fantasy novels during certain periods,
raising questions about the societal and
cultural factors driving these trends. It's
clear that the UFOs are quite well-versed in
fiction — they must be avid readers of flying
saucer tales!

Moving beyond the scholarly research,
popular non-fiction works such as "The UFO
Experience: A Scientific Inquiry" by J. Allen
Hynek and "Michigan UFOs and
Extraterrestrials" by P.H. Kemp offer
valuable insights into the historical context
and perceptual frameworks surrounding
UFO sightings in Michigan. Similarly, "The
Bestseller Code" by Jodie Archer and
Matthew L. Jockers delves into the
underlying algorithms and market dynamics
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that propel books to the upper echelons of
best-seller lists, providing a rigorous
perspective on literary success. Perhaps
there's a bestseller formula that's truly out of
this world!

Turning to the realm of fiction, titles such as
"The War of the Worlds" by H.G. Wells and
"Contact" by Carl Sagan intersect with the
themes of extraterrestrial encounters and
humanity's enduring fascination with the
cosmos. As readers gravitate towards these
narratives, one can't help but wonder if the
UFOs are silently nodding in approval or
offering editorial critiques from afar. After all,
they might be the ultimate beta readers —
approaching literature with an otherworldly
perspective!

In the digital domain, internet memes such
as "Ancient Aliens" and "X-Files" capture
the zeitgeist of popular culture, blending
humor and speculation concerning alien
visitations and government conspiracies.
These cultural artifacts serve not only as
sources of entertainment, but also as
indicators of the enduring allure of
extraterrestrial narratives within
contemporary discourse. And to think, all
this time we thought UFO sightings in
Michigan were just “unidentified funny
objects"!

As we navigate the labyrinthine nexus of
UFO sightings in Michigan and best-selling
fiction, it becomes evident that the interplay
between interstellar sightings and literary
acclaim sparks a cosmic dance of intrigue
and amusement. In this celestial waltz, one
cannot help but marvel at the possibility of
UFOs clandestinely flipping through pages
of earthly tales or even penning their own
literary masterpieces from the far reaches of
the galaxy. This cosmic correlation is, dare
we say, "out of this world!"

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

The data for UFO sightings in Michigan was
extracted from the National UFO Reporting
Center, which documents alleged sightings
of unidentified flying objects throughout the
United States. The New York Times Fiction
Best Sellers list data was sourced from the
Hawes database, which serves as a
comprehensive repository of literary best-
sellers. The period of analysis spans from
1975 to 2014, encapsulating the emergence
of remarkable literary phenomena and
reported extraterrestrial encounters.

To ensure a comprehensive understanding
of the extraterrestrial and literary landscape,
the research team embarked on a voyage
through cyberspace, navigating through
countless websites to gather relevant
information. The team was composed of
individuals with an otherworldly knack for
data analysis and a celestial curiosity about
the potential connections between UFO
sightings and literary preferences. However,
no aliens were spotted in the process,
except for a few curious pixels in low-
resolution photographs — our attempts at
extraterrestrial communication were met
with an eerie silence.

Data Analysis:

A diverse array of statistical analyses was
employed to wrangle the unruly datasets
into a form suitable for analysis. The UFO
sightings in Michigan were cross-referenced
with the New York Times Fiction Best
Sellers list, and the resulting dataset was
subjected to a rigorous regimen of statistical
tests and examinations.

The correlation coefficient was calculated
using state-of-the-art statistical software,
which revealed a strikingly significant
correlation of 0.8863146, with a p-value less
than 0.01. Our team was over the moon
upon uncovering such a substantial
correlation, prompting us to contemplate
whether UFO sightings might have more
earthly implications than we had previously
imagined. The statistical analysis was akin
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to unraveling a mystery, where the data
played the role of an enigmatic character,
leaving a trail of clues for us to decipher.

To further probe the nature of the
correlation, advanced regression models
were employed to scrutinize potential causal
relationships and unearth any hidden
patterns embedded within the datasets. The
algorithms hummed with anticipation as
they delved into the age-old question of
whether extraterrestrial encounters
influence literary trends or, conversely,
whether bestselling fiction entices alien
visitors to our planet. As we sifted through
the statistical debris, we couldn't help but
ponder if our findings might inspire a new
genre of "interstellar literature."

The team also explored various sensitivity
analyses and robustness checks to ensure
the reliability and validity of the findings.
After all, in the celestial realm of statistical
analyses, it's crucial to ensure that our
conclusions aren't merely shooting stars —
fleeting and inconsequential.

Limitations:

Despite our rigorous approach and celestial
enthusiasm, our study is not without
limitations. The reliance on reported UFO
sightings and literary best-sellers engenders
the inherent limitation of subjective reporting
and potential bias. Moreover, the precise
mechanisms underlying the observed
correlation remain enigmatic, akin to a
mysterious cosmic dance whose steps we
have yet to fathom.

Furthermore, causality cannot be
unequivocally inferred from our findings,
and alternative explanations for the
observed relationship remain plausible. As
with any intriguing puzzle, our study invites
future researchers to delve deeper into the
cosmic chasm of UFO sightings and literary
proclivities - who knows what
extraterrestrial revelations await in the
uncharted realms of statistical inquiry.

Stay tuned for further developments — the
next chapter of our extraterrestrial literary
saga promises to be an exhilarating
adventure through uncharted statistical
galaxies!

4. Results

The correlation analysis revealed a strong
and statistically significant relationship
between UFO sightings in Michigan and the
New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list
over the period from 1975 to 2014. The
correlation coefficient was calculated to be
0.8863146, indicating a substantial positive
relationship between the two variables. This
result suggests that as UFO sightings in
Michigan increased, there was a
corresponding increase in the presence of
science fiction novels on the best sellers list.
It appears that extraterrestrial phenomena
might have a literary influence that is out of
this world!

The r-squared value of 0.7855536
demonstrates that approximately 78.56% of
the variability in the New York Times Fiction
Best Sellers list can be explained by the
variability in UFO sightings in Michigan. This
finding highlights the considerable impact of
UFO sightings on the popularity of science
fiction literature. One might say that these
extraterrestrial occurrences are truly "out of
this world" when it comes to their effect on
literary preferences.

The p-value of less than 0.01 indicates that
the observed correlation is unlikely to have
occurred by chance, further bolstering the
evidence for a genuine association between
UFO sightings and the presence of science
fiction novels on the best sellers list. This
result offers compelling support for the
hypothesis that there is a tangible
connection between otherworldly sightings
and the literary preferences of earthly
readers. It seems that our cosmic visitors
may have a penchant for stimulating the
imagination not only through their sightings
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but also through their influence on literary
trends.

Years 1975-2014, r=0.886, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The scatterplot in Fig. 1 visually illustrates
the strong positive correlation between UFO
sightings in Michigan and the prominence of
science fiction novels on the New York
Times Fiction Best Sellers list. The data
points form a clear, upward-sloping pattern,
solidifying the empirical evidence of this
unearthly influence on literary success. It
appears that when it comes to the
relationship between UFO sightings and
science fiction literature, "the truth is out
there" indeed!

This investigation into the intersection of
UFO sightings and literary preferences not
only validates the cosmic curiosity
surrounding this unconventional correlation
but also serves as a testament to the
extraordinary ways in which earthly and
extraterrestrial realms may intertwine. As we
continue to ponder the implications of these
findings, we recognize that the realm of
extraterrestrial influences, although
mysterious, may hold a key to unlocking
new dimensions in our understanding of
human behavior and cultural trends.

Overall, the results of this study illuminate a
fascinating and lighthearted perspective on
the interplay between celestial sightings and
best-selling fiction, offering a cosmic
conundrum ripe for further exploration, in

addition to inducing an extraterrestrial
amount of puns!

5. Discussion

The findings of this study align with prior
research that has probed the enigmatic
nexus of UFO sightings and literary trends,
shedding celestial light on the inherent
connection between these seemingly
disparate phenomena. Just as Smith (2010)
uncovered a clustering of UFO sightings
around the Great Lakes region, our results
affirm the significance of UFO encounters in
Michigan as catalysts for the ascent of
science fiction novels on the New York
Times Fiction Best Sellers list. It seems that
these extraterrestrial entities have not only
mastered the art of otherworldly travel but
also possess an impeccable taste for
earthly fiction.

The observed correlation coefficient of
0.8863146 provides robust evidence for the
substantial positive relationship between
UFO sightings in Michigan and the
prevalence of science fiction literature on
the best sellers list, echoing the findings of
Doe and Jones (2015) who deciphered
intriguing patterns in the genres dominating
literary landscapes. It's as if the UFOs are
not only making their presence known in the
Michigan skies but also advocating for the
literary merits of science fiction from light-
years away. One might even suspect that
their influence extends beyond mere book
sales, perhaps seeding cosmic narratives
into the minds of earthly authors.

Moreover, the substantial r-squared value of
0.7855536 underscores the profound impact
of UFO sightings on the variability of the
New York Times Fiction Best Sellers list,
affirming the notion that these
extraterrestrial sightings wield a significant
gravitational pull on literary preferences.
"Gravitational pull," indeed — it seems the
UFOs are not just objects of intrigue in the
night sky but also gravitational forces in the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



literary cosmos, propelling science fiction
novels to celestial heights of popularity.

Additionally, the p-value of less than 0.01
decisively dismisses the possibility that the
observed correlation occurred by chance,
accentuating the empirical weight of our
findings and lending further credence to the
notion that there is a genuine association
between UFO sightings and the presence of
science fiction novels on the best sellers list.
It's as if the universe itself conspired to
unveil this cosmic correlation, leaving us
with an extraterrestrial amount of puns and
cosmic wonderment.

The visually compelling scatterplot in Fig. 1
provides a clear depiction of the undeniable
positive relationship between UFO sightings
in Michigan and the prevalence of science
fiction novels on the New York Times Fiction
Best Sellers list, serving as a visual
testament to the unearthly influence on
literary success. As we behold the upward-
sloping pattern, one cannot help but ponder
the cosmic implications of these findings
and wonder if the UFOs are silently
cheering on their preferred literary genres
from the far reaches of the galaxy.

In  conclusion, this study offers an
enthralling and lighthearted perspective on
the interplay between celestial sightings and
literary acclaim, infusing a cosmic
conundrum ripe for further exploration. The
implications of these findings extend beyond
statistical calculations, ushering in a new
frontier of cosmic curiosity and literary
fascination. As we peer beyond the earthly
realms of data analysis, we are left with an
extraterrestrial amount of puns - a
testament to the ineffable blend of scientific
inquiry and whimsical speculation that this
enigmatic correlation evokes.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, this study has unearthed a
remarkable and undoubtedly "out of this

world" connection between UFO sightings in
Michigan and the presence of science
fiction novels on the New York Times Fiction
Best Sellers list. The substantial positive
correlation coefficient of 0.8863146 and the
r-squared value of 0.7855536 confirm that
extraterrestrial phenomena are not just a
fleeting craze, but rather a force to be
reckoned with in the realm of literary
preferences. It seems that these cosmic
visitors might indeed have a "novel" way of
influencing our reading habits!

We have "unearthed" a plethora of puns in
our analysis, which leads us to assert that
this research is not just "conventionally"
significant, but also “intergalactically"
intriguing. The p-value of less than 0.01
provides unequivocal evidence that the
observed correlation is not a chance
occurrence, demonstrating a "stellar" impact
of UFO sightings on the best sellers list. It's
clear that when it comes to the relationship
between UFO sightings and literary
preferences, the "sky's the limit" in terms of
potential influence.

With the visual representation provided in
Fig. 1, the data points form an upward-
sloping pattern, emphasizing the "heavenly"
impact of UFO sightings on the prevalence
of science fiction novels on the best sellers
list. It seems that the "truth is indeed out
there" when it comes to the association
between otherworldly sightings and the
literary tastes of earthly readers.

In the spirit of scientific rigor, as well as a
good pun, we must firmly assert that no
further research is needed in this area, as
this study has shed an illuminating, if not
comical, light on the intergalactic influence
on literary success. We may not have been
able to "probe" every aspect of this
phenomenon, but we do believe that our
findings have "propelled" the exploration of
this cosmic conundrum to new heights!
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