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ABSTRACT

The Maizey Connection: Unearthing the Relationship Between GMO
Corn in Indiana and Australian Live Births

In this study, we delve into the intriguing relationship between the use of genetically
modified organism (GMO) corn in the heartland of Indiana and the total number of live
births in the Land Down Under. This seemingly peculiar investigation was prompted by
a  curiosity  to  examine  the  interconnectedness  of  seemingly  disparate  agricultural
practices and their potential impact on global demographic trends. Leveraging data from
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the fount of knowledge that is
Wikipedia,  our  research  team  embarked  on  a  journey  to  unearth  any  correlations
between  these  two  variables.  Our  rigorous  analysis  revealed  a  striking  correlation
coefficient of 0.9773940, accompanied by a minuscule p-value of less than 0.01 for the
years  spanning  from  2000  to  2022.  These  findings  engender  questions  about  the
interconnected nature of global agricultural practices and their unexpected potential to
influence demographic phenomena in far-flung lands. As we continue to unravel the
mystique of these findings, it is clear that the field of agricultural demographics harbors
unanticipated surprises, much like a cornfield concealing a hidden cob.

Keywords:

GMO corn, Indiana, Australian live births, genetically modified organism, agriculture, 
demographic trends, United States Department of Agriculture, correlation coefficient, p-value, 
global agricultural practices, agricultural demographics
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I. Introduction

     With the advent of GMOs in agriculture, the debate has often centered on their impact on crop

yields, pest resistance, and environmental sustainability. However, our research hones in on a 

seemingly unconventional aspect – the potential connection between the use of GMO corn in 

Indiana and the total number of live births in Australia. It's a bit like playing Six Degrees of 

Kevin Bacon, only with corn and babies.

     This unorthodox investigation was sparked by the realization that agriculture, like life, is an 

intricate web of interconnected processes. As we delved into this cornucopia of data, we were 

driven by an insatiable curiosity to uncover any unexpected link between GMO cornfields in the 

American heartland and maternity wards half a world away. It's like stumbling upon a kernel of 

truth buried within the cobweb of agricultural statistics.

     Armed with data from the USDA and the all-knowing Wikipedia, we set out on a quest to sift 

through the rows of numbers and statistics to reveal any kernels of correlation between these 

seemingly disparate variables. The journey had its share of curveballs, almost like navigating a 

corn maze in the dead of night, but our team persevered, undeterred by the stalk-iness of the task 

at hand.

     The results of our rigorous analysis left us both astounded and amused, akin to finding a 

golden ear of corn in a field of mundane kernels. The correlation coefficient we uncovered 

seemed almost too good to be true, prompting double and triple-checking of our methods to 

ensure this wasn't just a statistical fluke. But like the persistent growth of corn in the fertile 
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Midwest soil, our findings stood firm, revealing a striking correlation that piqued our academic 

curiosity.

     As we venture further into the labyrinth of agricultural demographics, our study serves as a 

gentle reminder that amidst the tangled vines of data lie unforeseen connections, waiting to be 

plucked like ripe corn from the stalk. Just as the humble maize has transcended its origins to 

become a global staple, our research unveils the potential for agricultural practices to traverse 

continents and, in this case, potentially influence demographic trends in a land far, far away. Join 

us as we uncover the Maizey Connection and challenge the boundaries of conventional 

agricultural wisdom.

II. Literature Review

To investigate the relationship between the use of genetically modified organism (GMO) corn in 

Indiana and the total number of live births in Australia, our pursuit led us to consult a myriad of 

scholarly works and sources. Our quest for understanding veered us toward empirical studies and

theoretical works that, on the surface, seemed to have little to do with corn or childbirth, but they

did indeed offer valuable insights.

In "The Agrarian Question" by Karl Kautsky, the authors expound upon the social and economic 

dynamics of agricultural production. While Kautsky's work primarily engages with the larger 

framework of agriculture and capitalism, the parallels between the cornfields of Indiana and 

Australia's birthing patterns subtly emerge, much like a cornstalk peeking out amongst other 

crops.
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Subsequently, Delving into the realms of applied economics, "The Economics of Agricultural 

Development" by George Edward Schuh provides a comprehensive overview of the factors 

influencing agricultural progress. While the book doesn't explicitly delve into GMOs or 

childbirth, the kernels of truth embedded within its discussions about agricultural technology and

demographic shifts offered unexpected parallels to our investigation. One might say we found a 

"corny" connection where we least expected it.

The inclusion of non-fiction works vital in providing the theoretical framework for our analysis 

extends to "Silent Spring" by Rachel Carson and "The Omnivore's Dilemma" by Michael Pollan. 

These groundbreaking pieces, while not directly related to our research topic, serve as a reminder

of the broader implications of agricultural practices and genetically modified organisms on the 

global ecosystem. It's almost as if we can hear the corn whispering secrets about the 

interconnected web of life.

In a twist that might seem unconventional, we also drew inspiration from the literary world. The 

dystopian themes in Margaret Atwood's "Oryx and Crake" and the mysteriously linked lives in 

David Mitchell's "Cloud Atlas" stirred our imaginations. While some might find this departure 

from conventional sources peculiar, the parallel threads of interconnectedness and unforeseen 

consequences resonated with our exploration of the Maizey Connection.

Furthermore, our journey through social media yielded intriguing posts that seemed tangentially 

related to our investigation. A tweet from @GMOcornEnthusiast presented a whimsical yet 

potentially relevant anecdote about a farmer in Indiana who named his prized GMO cornstalks 

after famous Australian celebrities, speculating that this quirky homage might have unknowingly

impacted Australian live births through some cosmic, corny connection. While this account was 
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more lighthearted than scholarly, it underscored the pervasive fascination with the unexpected 

connections that our research aims to uncover.

In summary, while our literature review may have ventured beyond the conventional realm of 

agricultural and demographic studies, it has enriched our understanding of the intricate tapestry 

of influences that shape the Maizey Connection. As we proceed to unravel the mystery shrouding

this unexpected correlation, it's clear that our foray into unexpected sources has added a pop of 

flavor to our maize-infused exploration.

III. Methodology

To embark on our quest to unravel the Maizey Connection, we gathered a trove of data from the 

vast expanse of the internet, primarily relying on sources like the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) and the omniscient oracle of knowledge, Wikipedia. Our data collection 

spanned the years from 2000 to 2022, allowing us to capture a broad swath of maizey history.

Using a ferociously meticulous approach, we huddled around our digital hearth to meticulously 

compile statistics on the use of GMO corn in the picturesque fields of Indiana. This involved 

traversing through a maze of agricultural reports, sifting through countless numbers that 

resembled the seeds of statistical truth, hoping to uncover a golden correlation hidden among the 

cobwebs of data.

Simultaneously, we gallivanted through the jungles of demographic reports, enlisting the help of 

population data to tally the number of live births in the far-off land of Australia. This entailed 
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navigating through labyrinthine databases, akin to finding our way through a corn maze on a 

moonless night, all the while vigilant for any kernels of correlation that might emerge from the 

fields of numbers.

A key aspect of our methodology involved employing statistical analysis techniques that were as 

robust as the stalks of corn in a Midwest summer. With the aid of these tools, we prodded and 

poked at the data, subjecting it to rigorous scrutiny to discern whether there was more to this 

Maizey Connection than mere happenstance.

Our statistical ringmaster, the trusty correlation coefficient, led the charge in unveiling the 

potential interplay between GMO corn in Indiana and the number of live births in the distant 

Australian shores. The dance of p-values further lent credence to the patterns we observed, 

providing a numerical stamp of approval that propelled us closer to untangling the enigma at 

hand.

Ultimately, our research methodology took us through a whirlwind of data, statistics, and the 

occasional corny pun, but it led us to the cornclusion that there is indeed a connection – a 

correlation that defies geographical boundaries and carries implications that stretch beyond the 

agricultural landscape.

IV. Results

The results of our investigation unveiled a remarkably robust correlation between the use of 

GMO corn in Indiana and the total number of live births in Australia. Our analysis revealed a 

correlation coefficient of 0.9773940, indicating a strong positive relationship between these 
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seemingly unrelated variables. This substantial correlation hints at a potential intercontinental 

influence that reaches from the cornfields of Indiana to the maternity wards of Australia, as if the

tendrils of agricultural practices have extended across oceans and continents to impact birth rates

a world away.

The r-squared value of 0.9552990 further substantiates the strength of this relationship, 

suggesting that approximately 95.5% of the variability in Australian live births can be explained 

by the utilization of GMO corn in Indiana. It's as if the GMO corn's influence stretches far 

beyond mere crop production, branching out into the unexpected realm of demographic trends. 

This finding prompts us to contemplate the ways in which agricultural practices may echo across

the globe, exerting unforeseen effects on human populations, much like the rippling effects of a 

stone cast into a tranquil pond.

The minuscule p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling evidence to reject the null 

hypothesis and accept that there is indeed a significant association between GMO corn usage in 

Indiana and the total number of live births in Australia during the period from 2000 to 2022. This

statistical significance underscores the importance of further exploring the mechanisms 

underlying this intriguing correlation, akin to unraveling the layers of a particularly enigmatic 

corn husk to reveal the unexpected within.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings are encapsulated in Figure 1, a scatterplot that visually portrays the strong 

correlation between the use of GMO corn in Indiana and the total number of live births in 

Australia. This visually striking representation reinforces the strength of the relationship we have

uncovered, serving as a visual testament to the unexpected interconnectedness of seemingly 

distant agricultural practices and demographic phenomena. It's almost as if the corn kernels of 

Indiana have disseminated their influence far beyond the soil, germinating in the birth rates of a 

land across the vast expanse of oceans.

Our results not only prompt further investigation into the unanticipated impact of agricultural 

practices on global demographic trends but also invoke a sense of awe at the intricate 

interconnectedness of our world, as if life itself spreads and intertwines like the sprawling 

tendrils of a corn plant. The Maizey Connection, as we have come to call it, stands as a testament

to the unpredictability and interconnectedness of our global agricultural and demographic 

landscape, much like a tangle of cornstalks revealing unexpected ties and relationships waiting to

be unearthed.
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V. Discussion

Our study has illuminated a fascinating connection between the use of GMO corn in the 

heartland of Indiana and the total number of live births in Australia, raising eyebrow-raising 

implications about the global reach of agricultural practices. Building on the unexpected yet 

intriguing motives outlined in our literature review, we have not only confirmed but amplified 

the findings of prior research. In doing so, we have peeled away the layers of the corn husk to 

reveal the corn-y truth behind this "Maizey" Connection.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9773940 fortified our initial suspicions, mirroring the 

patterns delineated by Kautsky's theoretical explorations. Furthermore, the r-squared value of 

0.9552990 mirrors the unyielding tenacity of a cornstalk, underscoring the substantial influence 

of GMO corn in Indiana on Australian live births that reverberates, dare we say, across oceans 

and continents. It's as if the tendrils of agricultural practices have propagated beyond mere crop 

cultivation to envelop the childbirth rates of a land down under. Our findings reinforce the 

potential ramifications brought to the fore by Schuh's terse discourse on agricultural technology 

and demographic shifts, which suggests that the influence of GMO corn may extend even further

than expected.

The extraordinary p-value of less than 0.01 confidently dismisses any doubt, synonymous with 

shelling off the cob to reveal the kernels within, as our results reflect a notable influence 

transcending geographical boundaries. The pictorial representation of our findings in Figure 1 

resonates with the whimsical yet potentially relevant anecdote unearthed from social media, 

illustrating the unexpected yet essential role of non-scholarly sources in our quest to uncover the 

truth behind the enigmatic Maizey Connection.
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The unexpected nature of our findings underscores the interconnected tapestry of influences that 

shape our world, thereby validating the importance of extending our investigation to untangle the

intricate web of connections that embody the Maizey Connection. As we peel back the layers of 

this corn husk, we are reminded that even the most otherworldly connections can hold kernels of 

truth, waiting to be uncovered.

The Maizey Connection serves as a quirky yet vital parable, reminding researchers not to 

overlook the potential dynamism of seemingly disparate variables. As we exhume the 

implications of our findings, it is evident that the cornfields have spoken, whispering secrets 

about the corn-nections that bind our global ecosystem. Let us continue to sift through the husk 

of uncertainty, for within it, a kernel of unexpected understanding awaits.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study highlights the maizey connection between the usage of GMO corn in 

Indiana and the total number of live births in Australia. The substantial correlation coefficient 

and minuscule p-value point to an intriguing relationship that transcends continental boundaries, 

much like a surprise cob hidden amidst a field of ordinary corn. While our findings leave us 

pondering the unexpected influence of agricultural practices on demographic phenomena, it also 

provides an ample serving of food for thought akin to a well-popped bowl of corn kernels.

The strength of the correlation prompts us to consider the potential far-reaching effects of 

agriculture on global demographics. The r-squared value further emphasizes the considerable 

variability in Australian live births explained by the utilization of GMO corn in Indiana, as if the 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



tendrils of agricultural practices have weaved an intricate web around the world, touching the 

lives of unsuspecting populations. The insignificant p-value compellingly advocates for the 

acknowledgment of this unexpected association, much like a perfectly popped corn kernel 

demanding attention amidst a sea of unpopped counterparts.

Figure 1 visually encapsulates the robust correlation, serving as a compelling testament to the 

intertwined nature of seemingly disparate variables. The Maizey Connection is not merely a 

statistical curiosity but an invitation to delve deeper into the unanticipated repercussions of 

agricultural practices, akin to unraveling the layers of a particularly mysterious corn husk. Our 

results invite further exploration as they not only challenge traditional notions of agricultural 

influence but also underscore the interconnectedness of our globalized world, much like the 

surprising discovery of a perfectly shaped popcorn amidst a sea of irregular ones.

In light of these revelatory findings, it is clear that no more research is needed in this area. We 

have well and truly popped the corn on this topic.
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