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WATTS IN A NAME: THE ELECTRIFYING
CONNECTION BETWEEN THE POPULARITY OF

THE FIRST NAME DENVER AND XCEL ENERGY'S
STOCK PRICE

Christopher Hughes, Abigail Terry, Gina P Thornton

Academic Excellence Institute

This electrifying research paper explores the striking correlation between the popularity of the first 
name Denver and the stock price of Xcel Energy (XEL). Drawing on data from the US Social Security 
Administration and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we conducted a comprehensive analysis covering the 
period from 2002 to 2022. Our findings reveal a shockingly high correlation coefficient of 0.9771857,
with statistical significance at p < 0.01, sparking laughter and amazement among the scholarly 
community. Join us as we shed light on this mesmerizing connection and enlighten the world with our
illuminating findings.

INTRODUCTION

Curiosity,  like electric charge, is a force
that drives progress and innovation. Our
fascination  with  the  electrifying
connection between the popularity of the
first name Denver and the stock price of
Xcel Energy (XEL) has sparked a current
of interest in the academic and financial
communities.  As  researchers,  we  are
shocked (pun intended) by the captivating
correlation we have uncovered.  It's  high
time we shed some light on this puzzling
link and sparked some lively conversation,
illuminating the path for future studies in
this arena.

It's  no  secret  that  names  hold  power  –
Shakespeare's Juliet insightfully declared,
"What's in a name? That which we call a
rose  by any other  name would smell  as
sweet." But who could have guessed that
the name "Denver" would be charged with
such  influence  over  stock  prices?  This
revelation has certainly given us a jolt of
excitement and sparked a series of jokes

about the power of names in the research
lab.

While  we're  not  suggesting that naming
your  child  Denver  will  turn them into a
stock  market  prophet,  our  stratospheric
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9771857  has
left  us  feeling  positively  electrified.  The
statistical  significance  at  p  <  0.01
delivers  a  shock  that's  sure  to  leave  a
lasting  impression  on  the  scholarly
community –  and possibly give rise to a
surge in unconventional baby names.

How  did  we  stumble  upon  this  hair-
raising connection, you ask? Well, seizing
the  opportunity  to  explore  the
unexpected, we delved into data from the
US Social Security Administration, diving
deep  to  gauge  the  trends  in  first  name
popularity over time. As we tumbled down
this  rabbit  hole,  we  couldn't  help  but
energetically  anticipate  the  potential
twists and turns in our investigation.
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The  striking  correlation  we  uncovered
may  seem  as  inexplicable  as  a
spontaneous burst of static electricity on
a dry winter day, but our commitment to
rigorous  analysis  has  grounded  this
discovery in solid empirical evidence. We
are  simply  buzzing  with  excitement  to
share our findings and shed light on this
electrifying phenomenon.

So, join us as we flip the switch of inquiry
and  illuminate  the  world  with  our
findings.  Let’s  harness  this  wave  of
fascination  and  ride  the  current  of
discovery  as  we  explore  the  titillating
connection between the name Denver and
Xcel Energy's stock price. After all, in the
words  of  the  ever-quotable  Benjamin
Franklin,  "Energy  and  persistence
conquer all things," and we're determined
to electrify the academic community with
our illuminating research.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The connection between the popularity of
the first name Denver and Xcel Energy's
stock price has sparked intrigue, leading
researchers to explore an eclectic mix of
studies and sources to shed light on this
electrifying  phenomenon.  Smith,  in  his
seminal work "The Name Effect: A Study
of  Linguistic  Influence  on  Financial
Markets,"  examines  the  impact  of  first
names on stock prices, providing a strong
theoretical  framework  for  our
investigation.  Doe  and  Jones,  in
"Energizing  Monikers:  Unraveling  the
Link  Between  Names  and  Stock
Performance,"  delve  into  the
psychological and socio-economic factors
that  may  underpin  the  observed
correlation.

Moving  beyond  the  realm  of  academic
literature, real-world data sources such as
LSEG  Analytics  (Refinitiv)  and  the  US
Social  Security  Administration  have
proven  indispensable  in  unraveling  the
intricate  web  of  connections  between
nomenclature trends and financial market
behaviors.  Drawing  on  the  expertise  of
financial  analysts  and  sociologists  alike,

this  wealth  of  information  has  been
crucial  in  illuminating  the  convoluted
relationship between a name and a stock
price.

Similarly,  works  such  as  "Economic
Implications of  Trends in  Baby Naming"
by Smith and "Market Volatility and Name
Popularity"  by  Doe  provide  valuable
insights  into  the broader implications of
our research. As we ventured further into
the  depths  of  our  inquiry,  the  allure  of
tangentially  related  non-fiction  books,
such as  "The  Power  of  Names"  by  John
Smith and "Energizing Market Forces" by
Jane  Doe,  fueled  our  curiosity  and
deepened  our  understanding  of  the
interplay  between  human  behavior,
market  dynamics,  and  seemingly
innocuous personal labels.

But  as  our  investigation  gained
momentum,  we  found  ourselves
irresistibly  drawn to  sources that,  while
not  traditionally  regarded  as  scholarly
works,  offered  unexpectedly  relevant
insights. Fictional accounts such as "The
Shocking  Secret:  A  Tale  of  Names  and
Numbers"  and "The Wattage  of  Destiny:
An Electrifying Romance" captivated our
attention  with  their  imaginative
explorations  of  the  mystical  forces
underpinning  the  correlation  between  a
name and a stock price. These whimsical
narratives served as curious complements
to  the  more  empirical  facets  of  our
research, infusing our exploratory journey
with a touch of whimsy and wonder.

In a rather unconventional turn of events,
our  pursuit  of  understanding  led  us  to
unusual  sources  of  insight.  Driven  by
sheer  inquisitiveness,  we  ventured  into
uncharted  territories,  perusing  the  likes
of  shampoo  bottle  labels  and  fortune
cookies  in  an  effort  to  discern  cryptic
messages that might hold the key to this
enigmatic connection. While the veracity
of these unconventional sources remains
dubious,  the  lighthearted  diversion  they
afforded us brought levity to our scholarly
pursuits, reminding us that even the most
serious  inquiries  can  be  infused  with  a
dose of humor and unbridled curiosity.
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METHODOLOGY

METHODOLOGY

Now,  onto  the  juicy  details  of  how  we
electrified  the  scholarly  community  with
our  zesty  methodology.  First  and
foremost,  we  must  emphasize  that  our
research approach was as rigorous as an
electrometer in a lightning storm, yet as
playful  as  a  mischievous  spark  dancing
across  a  carpet.  So,  let's  dim the lights
and  delve  into  the  electrifying  methods
we  employed  to  uncover  the  surprising
correlation between the popularity of the
first  name  Denver  and  Xcel  Energy's
stock price (XEL).

Data Collection:

To cast a wide net in our data gathering
expedition,  our  research  team  scoured
the  depths  of  the  internet,  navigating
through  the  electronic  currents  to  snag
relevant  data  like  a  seasoned angler  on
the trail of a legendary fish. We diligently
fished  out  troves  of  information  from
various  sources,  with  a  particular
penchant for the treasure troves housed
within  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  LSEG  Analytics
(Refinitiv).  We  strummed  the  strings  of
historic  data  from  the  period  spanning
2002 to  2022,  examining the undulating
waves of  first  name popularity  and XEL
stock prices with zeal and determination.

Quirky Data Mining Techniques:

Our  data  analysis  employed  a  quirky
concatenation  of  traditional  statistical
methods and unconventional, avant-garde
techniques  that  would  make  even  the
most  traditionally-minded  statisticians
raise an eyebrow. Picture this: we created
virtual  algorithms  that  tap-danced
through  the  data,  pirouetting  gracefully
as  they  pirated  through  the  statistical
landscape.  This  whimsical  approach
injected  an  element  of  playfulness  into
our investigation, capturing the attention
and admiration of both seasoned analysts
and maverick data enthusiasts alike.

Name Popularity Nomenclature Naptime:

In  an  attempt  to  bring  the  fun  to  data
analysis, we gave birth to a nomenclature
naptime where we nestled snugly into the
cradle  of  the  US  Social  Security
Administration's baby name data, cooing
sweet  nothings  to  each data  point  as  if
they  were  embarking  on  their  own
statistical  bedtime  story.  Our  analysis
embraced  the  rise  and  fall  of  popular
names,  charting  the  epiphanies,  trends,
and evolutionary jokes playing hide-and-
seek within the numbers.

Stock Price Shockwaves:

Now,  as  we  shifted  gears  toward  the
financial frontier, we surfed the waves of
Xcel  Energy's  stock  price  like  surfing
enthusiasts  conquering  the  frothy  peaks
and troughs of a tempestuous ocean. We
rode  the  crest  of  each  stock  price
undulation, experiencing the thrill of the
unforeseen plunge and the exhilaration of
reaching new heights,  all  while wearing
our metaphorical Hawaiian shirts of data
exploration.

Statistical Wizardry:

Leaning  into  our  flair  for  wizardry,  we
conjured up spells that transformed raw
data  into  sparkling  insights.  Our
statistical  toolkit  glimmered  with
coefficient  calculations,  correlation
analyses,  and  significance  tests  that
summoned  forth  the  answers  to  our
burning queries.  We banished ambiguity
with  the  wave  of  a  statistical  wand,
leaving  no  room  for  error  to  cast  its
shadow over our findings.

In conclusion, our methodology conducted
a  kinetic  symphony  of  data  collection,
quirky  techniques,  nomenclature  nosing
around,  stock  price  surfboarding,  and
statistical  wizardry,  enlivening  the
scholarly  landscape with  an illuminating
perspective on the electrifying connection
between the first name Denver and Xcel
Energy's  stock  price.  With  our
methodology laid bare,  we invite  you to
join us in our boundless excitement and
curiosity  as  we journey  further  into  the
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pulsating  heart  of  this  gripping
correlation.

RESULTS

The  results  of  our  hair-raising
investigation  electrify  the  scholarly
community  with  the  shocking  revelation
of  a  staggeringly  high  correlation
between the popularity of the first name
Denver and the stock price of Xcel Energy
(XEL).  With  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9771857,  an  r-squared  of  0.9548919,
and  statistical  significance  at  p  <  0.01,
our findings leave no room for doubt that
there  is  an  electrically  charged
connection between these two variables.

Our  one  and  only  figure  (Fig.  1)
showcases  the  sheer  power  of  this
correlation, serving as a visual testament
to  the  electrifying  bond  between  the
name  Denver  and  Xcel  Energy's  stock
price.  Behold,  as  the  scatterplot
illustrates the undeniable connection – a
force to be reckoned with in the world of
statistical analysis.

The sheer magnitude and significance of
the  correlation  have  left  us  feeling
positively  charged  (pun  intended).  It
seems  that  the  moniker  "Denver"
possesses an undeniable magnetism that
resonates  in  the  realm  of  stock  prices,
providing  a  current  of  fascination  for
scholars and financial aficionados alike. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings not  only  shed light  on this
captivating  connection  but  also  offer  a
tantalizing  glimpse  into  the  potential
influence of names on the stock market.
While  we  don't  recommend  making
investment decisions based on baby name
trends, there's no denying the electrifying
nature of our discovery.

In  conclusion,  our  results  stand  as  a
beacon  of  illumination  in  the  world  of
academic  research,  sparking  a  lively
discourse and inciting a surge of interest
in the captivating connection between the
first  name  Denver  and  Xcel  Energy's
stock  price.  It's  safe  to  say  that  this
electrifying  revelation  will  continue  to
buzz  within  the  scholarly  community,
igniting  new  avenues  of  inquiry  and
energizing  future  studies  in  this
enthralling arena.

DISCUSSION

Our  findings  not  only  electrify  the
scholarly community but also validate the
peculiar  yet  intriguing  insights  gleaned
from the  literature  review.  Smith's  "The
Name Effect" laid the groundwork for our
investigation, and it's thrilling to see our
results  corroborate  his  theoretical
framework.  Similarly,  Doe  and  Jones'
exploration  of  psychological  and  socio-
economic factors as they pertain to names
and stock performance resonates with our
own  discoveries,  channeling  a  surge  of
validation in our electrifying revelation.

As  we  ventured  beyond  traditional
academic  sources,  our  appreciation  for
tangentially related non-fiction works and
unconventional  insights  has  only  grown.
"The Wattage of Destiny: An Electrifying
Romance" served as a whimsical yet oddly
relevant journey into the mystical forces
behind the name-stock price correlation,
demonstrating the unexpected resonance
between fables and hard data. Moreover,
our unconventional pursuit of insight from
shampoo  bottle  labels  and  fortune
cookies,  while  lighthearted  diversions,
echoes the sentiment that the pursuit of
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knowledge  often  sparkles  with  playful
curiosity.

Our results continue to shine a beacon of
illumination,  shedding  light  on  the
enthralling  connection  between the  first
name  Denver  and  Xcel  Energy's  stock
price.  The  staggering  correlation
coefficient,  akin to a bolt of lightning in
the  world  of  statistical  analysis,  adds  a
jolt  of  excitement  to  the  scholarly
discourse  and  underscores  the  vibrant
interplay  of  nomenclature  trends  and
financial  market  behaviors.  With  this
discovery,  we  generate  an  electrifying
current of fascination, sparking renewed
interest  in  the  captivating  influence  of
names on the stock market.

In  essence,  our  research  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  bewitching
interconnections that weave through both
the seemingly trivial  and the profoundly
significant facets of our world. Therefore,
as we bask in the glow of this revelation,
let  us  remember  that  curiosity,  humor,
and a touch of whimsy are the essential,
illuminating  currents  that  propel  us
forward in our scholarly pursuits.

CONCLUSION

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  hair-raising  findings
have electrified the scholarly community,
shedding light on the stunning correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  name
Denver  and  Xcel  Energy's  stock  price.
Our research has sparked more puns and
jokes in the lab than a stand-up comedy
show,  making  our  journey  a  positively
electrifying affair.

As we close this chapter, it's clear that the
power of a name can extend far beyond
matters of personal identity and societal
trends.  While  we  won't  be  advising
anyone to invest their life savings based
on  baby  name  popularity,  our  findings
have certainly  charged up conversations
around  the  potential  influence  of
monikers on financial markets.

It's  safe  to  say  that  our  research  has
sparked  more  curiosity  than  a  cat  in  a
field of static electricity. However, despite
the shockingly high correlation coefficient
and the statistical significance that could
power  an  entire  city,  we  assert  that  no
more  research  is  needed  in  this  area.
After  all,  we've  already  enlightened  the
world with our electrifying discoveries –
and it's time to switch off this particular
line of inquiry.

Now that's what we call a shockingly 
exhilarating methodology!
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