MIT-CLX-3346, astre-qh/0003234

Maine Authors and Robberies: An Authoritative Analysis of a
Novel Association

Caleb Henderson, Alexander Turner, Gideon P Thornton
The Journal of Literary Crime Studies
The Society for Literary Larceny Research

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Abstract

This paper presents a comprehensive investigation into the remarkable correlation between the
number of authors in Maine and the incidence of robberies. Drawing upon data obtained from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we sought to shed
light on this inexplicably linked yet humorous relationship. Establishing a correlation coefficient
of 0.7779158, and signifying a profound p-value of < 0.01 for the time period spanning from
2003 to 2022, our findings unequivocally indicate a strong association between the two variables.
Our results highlight the unexpected interconnectedness between literary productivity and
criminal activity, prompting many to ponder, "Are prolific authors writing themselves into a plot
twist of crime and capers?" *Cue dad joke* It seems these authors aren't just penning page-
turners; they're also scripting robberies with their wordplay!

1. Introduction

The relationship between social and economic variables has long been a subject of
interest for researchers across various disciplines. In this study, we delve into a rather
uncommon connection - the number of authors in Maine and the occurrence of robberies.
Unearthing this curious correlation has provided us with an opportunity to weave together
literature and crime in a way that would make even Sherlock Holmes proud. *Cue dad
joke* It seems that in addition to writing mysteries, our authors are inadvertently
becoming the protagonists in real-life capers.

The peculiar juxtaposition of literary productivity and criminal activity begs the question:
What is the nature of this association, and how might it be explained? This paper aims to
unravel this enigmatic entanglement by employing rigorous statistical analysis and
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drawing insights from the realms of sociology, criminology, and, of course, literature. It's
almost as if Maine's authors are crafting more than just tales; they're also penning the
script for statistical anomalies!

The idea of exploring the relationship between authors and robberies may at first appear
whimsical, but our initial investigation has yielded compelling data. Our study spans the
period from 2003 to 2022, drawing from meticulously collected information from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services. *Cue dad
joke* It seems our research and the correlation coefficient are in cahoots, and honestly,
we're just along for the sleuthing ride.

As we embark on this intellectual adventure, it is essential to consider the potential
implications of our findings. The unexpected convergence of these seemingly unrelated
factors not only piques intellectual curiosity but also carries implications for public policy
and social theory. Could it be that the pen truly is mightier than the sword, and in this
case, mightier than the thief's tool as well? *Cue dad joke* Perhaps we should consider
adding "author engagement" as a crime prevention strategy in addition to neighborhood
watch programs.

2. Literature Review

Previous research has outlined a multitude of correlations between societal variables and
criminal behavior. Smith et al. (2015) documented the impact of economic indicators on
burglary rates, while Doe and Jones (2019) explored the relationship between educational
attainment and larceny. However, the association between the number of authors in
Maine and the incidence of robberies has eluded scholarly inquiry until now. Our
investigation aims to fill this gap in the literature and offer a fresh perspective on the
interplay between creativity and criminality.

Speaking of fresh perspectives, the literature on this unconventional association is as
diverse as a library's collection of books. In "The Economics of Crime," the authors delve
into the economic and sociological factors influencing criminal behavior, but they forgot
to include the chapter on "Crimes and Manuscripts." *Cue dad joke* It looks like they
missed the opportunity for a real page-turner!

On the fictional front, works such as "The Burglar in the Library" and "The Mystery
Writer Murders" seem pertinently related to our topic, at least in their titles. These books
may not provide empirical evidence, but they certainly play into the whimsy of our
investigation. *Cue dad joke* It seems even mystery novels can't resist the allure of
Maine's literary and criminal connection.

In addition to academic literature, social media discussions have also shed light on this
peculiar correlation. A tweet by @BookLover42 pondered, "Are Maine's crime rates
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being ghost-written by its authors? #ConspiracyOrCoincidence."” While not a scholarly
source, the contemplation of a potential literary conspiracy highlights the public intrigue
surrounding our research. *Cue dad joke* Looks like our investigation is sparking more
interest than a whodunit at a writers' convention!

Overall, the existing literature, both scholarly and fictional, provides the foundation for
our comprehensive analysis of the link between the number of authors in Maine and the
occurrence of robberies. As we navigate this uncharted territory, our findings are poised
to contribute a unique chapter to the book of criminological research. *Cue dad joke* It's
clear that Maine's authors are leaving behind more than just novels; they're also penning a
statistical mystery for us to solve!

3. Research Approach

To explore the intriguing relationship between the number of authors in Maine and the
incidence of robberies, an eclectic mix of research methods was employed to ensure a
thorough and comprehensive analysis. Our first step in this intellectual escapade involved
collecting data from a variety of sources, including the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services. *Cue dad joke* It's almost as if we were
conducting a literary heist, but instead of stealing words, we were mining numbers!

The data collection process spanned the time period from 2003 to 2022, allowing for a
sufficiently robust temporal dimension to capture potential fluctuations in both the
literary landscape and criminal activities. Utilizing advanced statistical techniques, we
meticulously examined the census of authors in Maine and the reported incidents of
robberies during the specified timeframe, aiming to uncover any noteworthy patterns or
correlations that might be lurking beneath the surface. *Cue dad joke* We were
essentially on the lookout for statistical capers that would make Agatha Christie proud!

Furthermore, to validate the veracity of our findings and ensure the statistical integrity of
our analysis, we scrutinized the collected data through a series of rigorous tests.
Employing correlation analysis, regression models, and other sophisticated statistical
tools, we meticulously teased apart the relationship between these seemingly disparate
variables, unraveling their enigmatic interplay with precision. *Cue dad joke* It's safe to
say that we were "detectives" in the statistical sense, on the lookout for any unexpected
twists or suspicious discrepancies.

In addition to these methodologies, we also utilized advanced econometric methods to
control for potential confounding variables and extraneous factors that may have
inadvertently entered our statistical narrative. By incorporating robustness checks and
sensitivity analyses, we sought to ensure that our findings remained resilient in the face
of alternative specifications and nuances within the data. *Cue dad joke* It's not every
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day that researchers get to indulge in statistical sleuthing, but we were determined to
make sure our results were as ironclad as a detective's alibi.

In sum, our research endeavors encompassed a blend of meticulous data collection,
sophisticated statistical analyses, and eagle-eyed scrutiny of the findings. Armed with an
arsenal of statistical tools and a healthy dose of intellectual curiosity, we set out on this
statistical adventure, with the shared goal of unraveling the perplexing ties between the
number of authors in Maine and the frequency of robberies. *Cue dad joke* It looks like
we were not just cracking the statistical code; we were also uncovering a real literary
"whodunit"!

4. Findings

The analysis of the relationship between the number of authors in Maine and the
incidence of robberies has produced intriguing results. Our research team found a strong
correlation coefficient of 0.7779158 between these seemingly disparate variables,
indicating a robust positive association. This result suggests that as the number of authors
in Maine increases, there is a corresponding increase in the incidence of robberies. The 1-
squared value of 0.6051530 confirms that a substantial proportion of the variability in
robberies can be explained by the number of authors in the state. It's almost as if the
increase in literary output is invoking an unintended "crime novel" set in the streets of
Maine. *Cue dad joke* Who knew that writing thrillers could have such real-world
implications?

The significance level (p < 0.01) further underscores the substantial nature of the
relationship between the two variables, providing strong evidence to reject the null
hypothesis of no connection. This finding indicates that the observed association is
unlikely to have occurred by random chance and lends further credence to the unexpected
and thought-provoking link between artistic creativity and criminal behavior. It's as
though Maine's authors are inadvertently setting the stage for real-life escapades through
their written words. *Cue dad joke* It's a real "whodunit" trying to figure out the root
cause of this correlation!

The scatterplot presented in Figure 1 visually encapsulates the strong positive correlation
identified in our analysis. The plot showcases a clear trend where increasing numbers of
authors align closely with a rise in reported robberies, further solidifying the statistical
evidence of this intriguing relationship. It seems that the written word may hold more
power than we previously thought, both on the page and in the real world. *Cue dad
joke* It appears that the pen really is "mightier" than just about anything, including
inadvertently scripting a crime spree!
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

5. Discussion on findings

The striking correlation between the number of authors in Maine and the incidence of
robberies has unfolded a truly unexpected narrative in our research endeavors. Our
analysis has not only underscored a statistically significant relationship between these
seemingly unrelated variables but has also sparked intriguing contemplation on the
potential mechanisms underlying this unanticipated association.

Our findings resonate with previous research that has explored the influence of societal
variables on criminal behavior. Smith et al. (2015) and Doe and Jones (2019) provided
compelling evidence of the impact of economic and educational factors on crime rates,
respectively. Strikingly, our results align with these prior studies, highlighting the
intriguing interplay between creative expression and criminal activity. The strength of the
correlation coefficient substantiates the growing body of literature that supports the
interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated societal variables. In this case, it seems that
the pen truly has a significant impact on the criminal plotlines of the real world. *Cue dad
joke* Who would have thought that Maine's authors are unwittingly writing themselves
into a tale of crime and capers, leaving their mark on the state's criminal landscape in
more ways than one?

In revisiting the lighthearted elements of the literature review, our own findings have lent
an air of empirical weight to the seemingly fanciful musings. While social media
discussions, such as the tweet by @BookLover42, initially presented the notion of a
literary conspiracy in jest, our results offer a statistical foundation for such whimsical
contemplations. It appears that the public's lighthearted conjectures may have more
empirical support than initially assumed. *Cue dad joke* It seems even social media
speculations can't resist the allure of a good statistical correlation, much like a whodunit
suspense novel drawing in its readers.
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Our robust correlation coefficient and significant p-value lend credibility to the notion
that Maine's authors may indeed be inadvertently scripting a real-life plot twist through
their literary works. The strong statistical evidence supports the contemplation of how
creative output, as represented by the number of authors, may intersect with societal
dynamics to influence criminal behavior. Thus, our findings serve as a nuanced addition
to the literature on the intricate interplay between creativity, societal variables, and
criminal activity. It appears that the authors of Maine are not just enriching the literary
world but may also be inadvertently shaping the behavioral landscape of the state. *Cue
dad joke* It's a real "cliffhanger" as to how this unexpected association will be perceived
and understood in the broader academic and public discourse.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has uncovered a compelling correlation between the number of
authors in Maine and the incidence of robberies, lending credence to the notion that the
pen may indeed be mightier than the sword in unexpected ways. *Cue dad joke* Who
would have thought that prolific writers could be unintentionally authoring crime sagas
alongside their literary masterpieces? Our findings, encapsulated by a correlation
coefficient of 0.7779158 and a p-value of < 0.01, provide robust evidence of this unlikely
association and prompt us to consider the potential implications with a dash of humor and
curiosity.

The statistical significance of our results suggests that as the literary output of Maine's
authors increases, there is a corresponding rise in reported robberies. It's as if the
captivating storytelling is spilling off the pages and into real-life events, creating
unintentional crime narratives that even the most imaginative novelist might find
surprising. *Cue dad joke* It seems our authors are not just spinning tales; they're also
inadvertently crafting real-world capers.

This unforeseen nexus between literature and criminal activity raises thought-provoking
questions about the societal impact of artistic creativity and prompts contemplation on
potential strategies for crime prevention. Should law enforcement be on the lookout for
increased book releases as a potential predictor of heightened criminal activity? *Cue dad
joke* It appears that in Maine, when it rains, it pours — both in terms of literary fiction
and crime reports.

While our study illuminates an intriguing connection, it also serves as a reminder of the
multifaceted nature of statistical analysis and the unexpected findings that can emerge
from rigorous inquiry. However, in the case of the correlation between the number of
authors in Maine and robberies, it seems that no further research is needed. We've already
penned the final chapter on this curious correlation. *Cue dad joke* It's time for us to

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



close this statistical case and shelve it with a fitting title, "The Clue of the Crime-Writing
Conjuncture."
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