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This  paper  presents  a  pun-tastic  investigation  into  the  intriguing  relationship
between the popularity of the first name Thalia and ticket sales for Atlanta Braves
games. Drawing on data from the US Social Security Administration and Baseball-
Reference.com, our research team set out to unravel this quirky conundrum that
boasts  implications  for  both  the  diamond  and  the  delivery  room.  Employing
rigorous statistical analysis, we calculated a correlation coefficient of 0.8489600 and
a p-value less than 0.01 for the time period spanning from 1975 to 2019, revealing a
surprisingly robust  connection between the two seemingly disparate phenomena.
The findings of this study not only shed light on the quirks of human behavior but
also provide fodder for numerous dad jokes and corny puns, much to the delight of
researchers and sports enthusiasts alike.

The intersection of sports and sociology has
long  been  a  source  of  fascination,  with
researchers  delving  into  the  peculiar  and
unexpected correlations that can emerge. In
this  paper,  we  explore  the  peculiar
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the
first name Thalia and ticket sales for Atlanta
Braves  games.  This  seemingly  whimsical
association presents an opportunity to bring
some statistical rigor to what might initially
seem like a mere flight of fancy.

As any devoted fan can attest,  attending a
baseball  game  is  more  than  just  a  casual
outing; it's  a ritual steeped in tradition and

camaraderie. Similarly, the choice of a name
is  imbued  with  personal  and  cultural
significance,  shaping  one's  identity  and
potentially reflecting broader societal trends.
Combining these seemingly distinct realms,
our investigation aims to shed light on the
mysterious  forces  that  influence  both  the
naming  conventions  and  the  attendance
figures in the baseball mecca of Atlanta.

While the connection between the popularity
of  a  given  name  and  various  social
phenomena has  been  explored  in  the  past,
our focus on the first name Thalia provides a
unique opportunity for a playful exploration.
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We embarked on this research endeavor with
a healthy dose of skepticism, fully aware of
the  potential  for  spurious  correlations  and
chance  findings.  Nevertheless,  through
methodical  data  collection  and  rigorous
analysis,  we  discovered  a  striking  pattern
that  defies  conventional  expectations,
prompting not only academic reflection but
also  a  plethora  of  unexpected  quips  and
jests.

Gearing  up  for  this  investigation,  we
hypothesized that the name Thalia, with its
roots in Greek mythology, might possess an
enigmatic  charm  capable  of  exerting
influence in the realms of both nomenclature
and sports fandom. To unravel this curious
conundrum,  we harnessed  a  cornucopia  of
data  sources,  including  the  U.S.  Social
Security Administration for name popularity
statistics  and  Baseball-Reference.com  for
attendance figures at Atlanta Braves games.
Channeling our inner statistical sleuths, we
strived to bring order to the apparent chaos
and detect a signal amidst the noise.

In  the  pages  that  follow,  we  present  our
findings  with  the  requisite  seriousness
befitting  scholarly  discourse,  all  the  while
embracing the levity and unexpected twists
that  this  peculiar  investigation has brought
to  the  forefront.  As  we  embark  on  this
statistical  odyssey,  we  invite  the  reader  to
join us in the quest to uncover the whimsical
intricacies that underlie the fascinating tale
of  Thalia,  ticket  sales,  and  the  enduring
appeal of America's favorite pastime.

Prior research

     In "Smith, Doe, and Jones' Analysis of
Naming  Trends  in  Relation  to  Social  and
Cultural  Phenomena,"  the  authors  find  a
careful  examination  of  the  relationship

between  first  names  and  societal  trends,
shedding  light  on  the  intricate  interplay
between personal nomenclature and broader
cultural  forces.  Similarly,  "The  Economics
of  Naming:  A  Statistical  Analysis"  by
Johnson  et  al.  reveals  compelling  insights
into the factors influencing the popularity of
different  names  over  time,  hinting  at  the
potential for unexpected associations.

     However, as we veer into the realm of
puns and whimsy, we must acknowledge an
often-overlooked,  groundbreaking  work  in
"The  Statistical  Significance  of  Seemingly
Silly  Correlations"  by  Gigglesworth  and
Chuckles, which explores the unanticipated
connections  that  may  defy  conventional
expectations.  As  we  embark  on  this
statistical  odyssey,  it  becomes  evident  that
uncovering the whimsical intricacies of the
Thalia-ticket  sales  nexus  requires  a
departure from the staid world of academic
research  and  a  bold  embrace  of  the
unexpected.

     Turning  our  attention  to  non-fiction
works,  "The  Power  of  Names:  A
Sociological Perspective" by Orwell delves
into  the  impact  of  names  on  individual
identity  and  societal  dynamics,  offering  a
compelling framework for understanding the
nuances  of  naming  conventions.  Similarly,
"Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair
Game"  by  Lewis  presents  a  captivating
exploration  of  statistical  analysis  in  the
context of baseball, setting the stage for our
own foray into the delightful paradoxes and
enigmatic  correlations  that  unfold  in  the
realm of sports.

     On the fictional front,  the compelling
narrative of "The Name of the Rose" by Eco
introduces  readers  to the captivating allure
of  names  and  their  potential  to  influence
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human behavior,  offering a  whimsical  lens
through  which  to  contemplate  the
unexpected  mysteries  that  underpin  our
research.  Furthermore, "The Catcher in the
Rye" by Salinger, while not directly related
to  our  investigation,  reminds  us  of  the
enduring impact that names can have--albeit
in a rather different context.

     In the realm of televised entertainment,
the  animated  series  "The Powerpuff  Girls"
and the whimsical adventures of "The Magic
School  Bus"  provide  lighthearted  yet
insightful  reflections  on  the  idiosyncrasies
of human behavior and the whimsical twists
that  underlie  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena. As we navigate the intersection
of naming trends and sports fandom, we are
reminded of the multifaceted influences that
shape our understanding of the world around
us,  prompting  a  playful  exploration  of  the
unexpected  connections  that  emerge  in  the
most unlikely of places.

Approach

To  disentangle  the  mystery  behind  the
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the
first name Thalia and ticket sales for Atlanta
Braves games, our research team employed
a mix of statistical  analysis and tongue-in-
cheek  banter  to  navigate  through  the
labyrinth of data.

Data Collection:

First and foremost, we scoured the extensive
archives  of  the  U.S.  Social  Security
Administration  for  comprehensive  records
of the frequency of the name Thalia among
newborns from 1975 to 2019. This thorough
examination  allowed  us  to  track  the
undulating tides of Thalias over the decades,

akin to surfers riding the waves of societal
nomenclature.

Simultaneously, we delved into the realm of
baseball  statistics,  harnessing  the  vast
repository  of  attendance  figures  from
Baseball-Reference.com. This robust dataset
provided a goldmine of information on the
ebbs  and flows  of  fans  streaming into  the
venerable  venue  of  Atlanta  Braves  games.
It's  fair  to  say  that  we  crunched  numbers
with the enthusiasm of a fan digging into a
bag of peanuts at the ballpark.

Data Analysis:

Drawing  on  our  extensive  arsenal  of
statistical  tools,  we  embarked  on  a  data
odyssey that would make Odysseus himself
envious.  We  computed  correlation
coefficients,  danced  with  regression
analyses, and conjured up scatter plots that
would make even the most stoic researcher
crack  a  smile.  With  the  grace  of  a  well-
aimed  pitch  and  the  precision  of  a
meticulously maintained baseball  diamond,
we wrangled the data into submission.

Furthermore,  we  employed  a  time  series
analysis to trace the tantalizing trajectory of
Thalias  and  attendance  figures  over  the
years. This method allowed us to unfurl the
narrative  threads  of  these  two  seemingly
disparate phenomena and weave them into a
cohesive tale that would make Homer proud.
We might even go so far as to say that this
analysis was as compelling as a ninth-inning
rally, complete with all the twists and turns
that keep fans on the edge of their seats.

Causal Inference:

In our quest to discern the underlying causes
of  the  connection  between  the  enigmatic
allure of the name Thalia and the influx of
fans at Atlanta Braves games, we engaged in
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thoughtful deliberation and avoided leaping
to  hasty  conclusions  like  an  overzealous
base  runner.  We  conducted  sensitivity
analyses and explored various confounding
factors, ensuring that our findings stood as
firmly as a well-executed double play.

The findings of this research not only shed
light  on  the  idiosyncrasies  of  human
behavior and societal trends but also prove
that statistical analysis can be both rigorous
and  downright  amusing.  We may  have  all
the data in the world, but sometimes it takes
a sense of humor to hit a home run in the
game of academic inquiry.

Results

The results of our analysis unveiled a strong
and  statistically  significant  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Thalia  and  ticket  sales  for  Atlanta  Braves
games.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8489600  and  an  r-squared  of  0.7207330
underscore the robustness of this unexpected
relationship, much like a home run soaring
over the outfield fence. The p-value of less
than 0.01 further cements the validity of this
connection,  akin  to  a  perfectly  executed
double play.

As  depicted  in  Fig.  1,  the  scatterplot
showcases  the  undeniable  relationship
between  the  two  variables,  resembling  the
harmonious  choreography  of  a  well-
executed player rotation on the diamond.

The implications of these findings cannot be
overlooked,  much  like  a  first  baseman
waiting for that crucial final out. The strong
association  between  the  popularity  of  the
name  Thalia  and  attendance  at  Atlanta
Braves  games  raises  intriguing  questions
about  the  intricate  intersection  of  personal

nomenclature and the collective enthusiasm
for  America's  favorite  pastime.  This
discovery  is  a  true  curveball,  challenging
conventional  wisdom  by  showing  that
cultural and societal elements, like a finely
tuned knuckleball, can influence attendance
figures in unexpected ways.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The unexpected connection between the first
name Thalia and baseball attendance offers a
delightful  myriad  of  puns  and  jests,  much
like  an  inning  filled  with  slapstick  antics.
From  "Thalia's  popularity  is  a  real  hit  at
Braves games" to "Attendance stats reveal a
Thalia-tive  increase,"  the  potential  for
wordplay  is  as  boundless  as  the  outfield.
These  findings  not  only  broaden  our
understanding  of  human  behavior  but  also
offer  a  treasure  trove  of  opportunities  for
academic  levity,  much  to  the  delight  of
researchers and sports enthusiasts alike.

In conclusion,  this  study adds a whimsical
and  thought-provoking  dimension  to  the
exploration  of  societal  trends  and  their
influence  on  cultural  phenomena.  The
connection  between  the  popularity  of  the
name  Thalia  and  ticket  sales  for  Atlanta
Braves  games  exemplifies  the  delightful
surprises  that  emerge  when  statistical

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



analysis  and  playful  curiosity  collide,
creating an unexpected home run of insight.

Discussion of findings

The  results  of  our  study  have  unveiled  a
rather  unexpected  but  robust  relationship
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Thalia  and  ticket  sales  for  Atlanta  Braves
games. As we delved into the database with
bated  breath  and  a  sense  of  statistical
curiosity, we were quite tickled to observe a
correlation coefficient of 0.8489600 and an
r-squared of 0.7207330, suggesting that the
popularity of the name Thalia is intimately
linked  to  the  attendance  figures  at  Braves
games.

Our  findings  not  only  align  with  prior
research  showing  unexpected  connections
but also add a delightful twist to the field of
naming trends and societal  influences.  Just
as a curveball can catch a batter off guard,
our study has unveiled a charming surprise
in the world of statistical analysis.

Drawing  on  the  work  of  Smith,  Doe,  and
Jones,  the  intricate  interplay  between
personal nomenclature and broader cultural
forces  becomes  ever  more  evident.  The
statistical  significance  of  seemingly  silly
correlations, as espoused by none other than
Gigglesworth and Chuckles, finds resonance
in our findings, reminding us that even the
quirkiest  of  connections  can  hold
considerable  weight.  The  ballad  of  Thalia
and  Atlanta  Braves  attendance  serves  as  a
lighthearted yet  insightful  reflection of  the
idiosyncrasies  of  human  behavior  and  the
whimsical  twists  that  underlie  seemingly
unrelated phenomena, much like the dramas
that unfold on the baseball diamond itself.

While  the  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Thalia  and  ticket
sales  for  Atlanta  Braves  games  may  seem
like  a  whimsical  aside  in  the  realm  of
academic  research,  the  implications  of  our
findings are not to be dismissed. The robust
statistical connection observed in our study
serves as a poignant reminder that statistical
analysis can yield unexpected and thought-
provoking insights, much like an unexpected
grand slam in the bottom of the ninth inning.

In conclusion, our study not only contributes
to the understanding of societal  trends and
their  influence  on  cultural  phenomena  but
also adds a layer of levity and whimsy to the
often serious world of academic inquiry. As
we reflect on the Thalia Ticket Tally, we are
reminded  that  statistical  analysis  can  hold
surprises  as  delightful  as  a  perfectly
executed bunt.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has hit a home
run  in  unraveling  the  curious  relationship
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Thalia  and  ticket  sales  for  Atlanta  Braves
games. Our findings reveal a correlation that
is  as  strong  and  compelling  as  a  well-
executed  pitch  from  the  mound.  The
statistical  coefficient  of  0.8489600 and the
p-value of less than 0.01 not only highlight
the  robustness  of  this  association  but  also
underscore the fact that sometimes, the most
unexpected players can take center stage in
the game of societal trends.

These  results  enrich  our  understanding  of
the  quirky  intersections  between  personal
nomenclature  and  the  collective  fervor  for
baseball,  shedding  light  on  the  whimsical
forces that shape our world. The undeniable
connection  between  the  first  name  Thalia
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and  baseball  attendance  offers  a  delightful
array of pun-tastic opportunities, much like
a lineup filled with unexpected pinch hitters.
It's  no stretch  to  say that  the potential  for
wordplay is as vast as the outfield, offering a
grand  slam  of  amusement  for  researchers
and sports enthusiasts alike.

This  investigation  not  only  showcases  the
unexpected  twists  and  humor  that  can
emerge  from  statistical  analysis  but  also
provides ample fodder for conversations at
the  water  cooler  and  in  the  dugout  alike.
From "Thalia's influence hits a home run at
Braves games" to "Attendance stats reveal a
Thalia-tive  increase,"  the  puns  flow like  a
well-crafted  knuckleball,  leaving  us  all  in
stitches.

In light of these revelatory findings, it's safe
to say that no further research is needed in
this  area.  The  connection  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Thalia  and  ticket
sales for Atlanta Braves games stands as a
testament  to  the  delightfully  unpredictable
nature  of  societal  trends.  Much  like  a
surprise bunt in the bottom of the ninth, this
correlation has caught us off guard and left
us cheering for more.
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