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WHEN UFOS LIGHT UP THE CALIFORNIAN SKY,
VEGAS HOTELS REACH FOR THE STARS: AN

UNEXPECTED CORRELATION

Cameron Hart, Anthony Tanner, George P Tucker

Institute of Sciences

This study delves into the seemingly disparate realms of extraterrestrial sightings and hospitality 
industry data, uncovering an unexpected correlation between UFO sightings in California and the 
number of hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas. Utilizing data from the National UFO Reporting Center
and the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority, we analyzed over three decades of information 
to scrutinize this peculiar relationship. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a robust correlation 
coefficient of 0.9247652 with statistical significance at p < 0.01 during the period from 1975 to 
2013. This leads us to speculate whether visiting aliens are also keen on hitting the jackpot in 
Nevada, leaving an otherworldly impact on hotel occupancy rates. The implications of this 
correlation could be truly out of this world!

In  the  vast,  enigmatic  expanse  of  the
universe, the phenomenon of unidentified
flying  objects  (UFOs)  has  long  captured
the  imagination  of  both  scientists  and
tabloid  enthusiasts  alike.  While  skeptics
dismiss  such  sightings  as  mere  optical
illusions  or  hallucinations,  believers
contend  that  these  mysterious  aerial
apparitions  may  signal  the  presence  of
extraterrestrial  life.  On  the  earthly
domain,  the  bustling  city  of  Las  Vegas,
Nevada, stands as a shimmering oasis of
entertainment  and  opulence,  drawing
innumerable visitors from far and wide. In
this  unlikely  pairing  of  otherworldly
sightings  and  terrestrial  tourism,  our
study  seeks  to  unearth  an  unexpected
correlation  that  transcends  the
conventional  boundaries  of  scientific
inquiry.

As we embark upon this investigation, it
is  essential  to  recognize  the  inherent
peculiarity of our endeavor.  The concept
of  correlating  UFO  sightings  with  the

operational  dynamics  of  the  hospitality
industry exemplifies a departure from the
traditional  realms of  academic research.
Nevertheless, it is imperative to embrace
unconventional  avenues  of  exploration,
especially  when  confronted  with  the
potential  interstellar  implications  of  our
findings.  Our  study  endeavors  to  shed
light on this uncharted territory, without
succumbing  to  the  gravitational  pull  of
conventional scientific dogma.

By  probing  into  the  depths  of  data
sourced from the National UFO Reporting
Center,  we  aim  to  discern  patterns  and
trends in reported UFO sightings across
the state of California. This spatial focus
on  California  is  driven  by  the  state's
historical  association  with  a  high
frequency of such sightings – a fact that
may  or  may  not  be  linked  to  the
prevalence  of  Hollywood's  fascination
with  extraterrestrial  themes.
Concurrently,  we  will  draw  from  the
wealth of  statistical  records provided by
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the  Las  Vegas  Convention  and  Visitors
Authority  to  elucidate  the  fluctuating
patterns  of  hotel  room check-ins  in  the
glittering metropolis of Las Vegas.

Intriguingly, our preliminary examination
of  the  data  has  unveiled  a  startling
pattern,  indicating  a  synchronization
between the occurrence of UFO sightings
in California and fluctuations in Las Vegas
hotel room check-ins. The implications of
this  unforeseen  correlation  have
prompted  us  to  embark  on  a  rigorous
examination,  with  an  eye  toward
deciphering the mystifying forces at play
behind  these  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena. Our approach is grounded in
the  application  of  robust  statistical
methodologies, as we endeavor to unravel
this  cosmic  conundrum  with  scientific
rigor, albeit with a twinkle of intergalactic
humor.

As we venture into uncharted intellectual
territory, it is essential to maintain both a
spirit of scholarly inquiry and a touch of
lighthearted  curiosity.  We  invite  our
readers to join us on this cosmic journey,
as we delve into the realms of statistical
correlation,  interstellar  whimsy,  and  –
dare  we  say  –  the  prospect  of  alien
tourists  making their  way to  Las Vegas.
The implications of our findings could be
indeed otherworldly,  echoing  far  beyond
the  bounds  of  conventional  scientific
discourse.  Thus,  let  us  prepare  to  peer
through  the  cosmic  looking  glass  and
embark  on  a  quest  that  transcends  the
ordinary, spanning the celestial mysteries
of  the  California  skies  to  the  glittering
allure  of  Las  Vegas'  hospitality.  Fasten
your seatbelts – we may be in for a ride
that’s truly out of this world!

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that a
statistical correlation exists between the
frequency of UFO sightings and the influx
of visitors in popular tourist destinations.
Similarly,  "Doe and Johnson" uncover an
unexpected  association  between
anomalous  aerial  phenomena  and  their

impact on local economies. Building upon
these  scholarly  foundations,  our  study
seeks to probe deeper into the uncharted
intersection of extraterrestrial encounters
and the bustling hospitality industry, with
a  specific  focus  on  the  correlation
between UFO sightings in California and
hotel room check-ins in Las Vegas.

In  "Jones,"  the  authors  delve  into  the
historical  context  of  UFO  sightings  in
California,  tracing  the  state's  enduring
fascination  with  celestial  enigmas.
Furthermore, "Adams and Brown" provide
a  comprehensive  overview  of  tourism
trends in Las Vegas, shedding light on the
nuanced  dynamics  that  govern  visitor
patterns  in  the  renowned  entertainment
capital.

To  approach  this  cosmic  inquiry  from a
different  perspective,  we  turn  to  non-
fiction works that present unconventional
theories  and  anecdotes  surrounding
extraterrestrial  encounters.  "UFOs:  Fact
or  Fiction"  by  X.  Mulder  and  D.  Scully
draws  from  purported  eyewitness
accounts  and  unexplained  phenomena,
offering a captivating narrative that blurs
the  boundaries  between  reality  and
speculation.  In  a  similar  vein,  "Close
Encounters  of  the  Nevada  Kind"  by  A.
Spielberg  provides  an  intriguing
exploration of purported UFO activity in
the vicinity  of  Las Vegas,  hinting at  the
tantalizing  prospect  of  celestial  visitors
being drawn to the city's luminous allure.
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On  the  more  speculative  end  of  the
spectrum, we turn to works of fiction that
weave  narratives  of  interstellar  visitors
and  their  potential  impact  on  earthly
affairs.  "The  Martian  Chronicles"  by  R.
Bradbury  presents  a  collection  of
interconnected  tales  that  depict
humanity's  encounters  with  Martian
visitors,  offering  a  thought-provoking
allegory  for  potential  extraterrestrial
interactions.  Moreover,  "Area  51
Adventures" by S. King ventures into the
realm  of  speculative  fiction,  crafting  a
gripping  narrative  that  intertwines
government  conspiracies  and
otherworldly  encounters  in  the  desolate
landscape of Nevada.

In  the  age  of  digital  discourse,  social
media platforms have become a forum for
individuals  to  share  anecdotes  and
personal  experiences  related  to  UFO
sightings  and  travel  to  Las  Vegas.
Anecdotal  evidence  gleaned  from online
communities  reveals  a  thread  of  humor
and  curiosity  woven  into  discussions
about  purported  UFO  sightings,
suggesting  that  the  allure  of
extraterrestrial mysteries extends beyond
scholarly deliberations and into the realm
of lighthearted speculation.

In one particularly noteworthy post on a
popular  social  media  platform,  a  user
humorously  juxtaposes  the  purported
sighting of a UFO over California with a
tongue-in-cheek  reference  to  booking  a
room in a Las Vegas hotel in anticipation
of an otherworldly encounter. This playful
exchange  underscores  the  undercurrent
of  whimsy  that  pervades  discussions
surrounding  UFO  phenomena  and  their
potential  impact  on  travel  behavior,
inviting a blend of scholarly inquiry and
lighthearted banter.

As we traverse the unconventional terrain
of  correlating  UFO  sightings  with  hotel
room check-ins,  it  becomes evident  that
our  voyage  is  emboldened  by  the
interplay of scholarly inquiry and a touch
of  intergalactic  mirth.  By  venturing
beyond  the  boundaries  of  conventional
research,  we aim to  unravel  the  cosmic

threads  that  bind  distant  celestial
sightings with the earthly bustle of tourist
hotspots.  In  doing  so,  we  embrace  the
quirks  and  unexpected  twists  that
characterize  this  peculiar  intersection,
inviting  our  readers  to  join  us  on  a
journey  that  weaves  together  statistical
rigor,  whimsical  speculation,  and  the
ever-elusive  twinkle  of  extraterrestrial
whimsy.

The findings from these various sources
illuminate  the  enigmatic  nexus  of  UFO
sightings  in  California  and  hotel  room
check-ins in Las Vegas, paving the way for
an investigation that navigates the cosmic
tapestry  of  statistical  correlation  with  a
dash of interstellar humor.

METHODOLOGY

To unravel the enigma of the correlation
between UFO sightings in California and
the number of hotel room check-ins in Las
Vegas,  we  employed  a  methodological
framework that was as unconventional as
the phenomenon under investigation. Our
approach  can  be  best  described  as  a
blend of rigorous statistical analysis and
an interstellar sense of humor – because,
let's face it,  if  we're going to delve into
the  cosmic  mysteries,  a  dash  of  levity
can't hurt.

Data Collection:

Our  research  team  scoured  the  virtual
expanse  of  the  internet,  traversing  the
cosmic distances of cyberspace to gather
data  from  both  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center  and  the  Las  Vegas
Convention  and  Visitors  Authority.  We
focused on the period from 1975 to 2013,
aiming to encapsulate over three decades
of UFO sightings and hospitality industry
data. It's worth noting that while we did
peruse  various  sources,  our  reliance  on
these  two  primary  databases  ensured  a
level of consistency and comparability in
the  datasets,  even  if  some  of  the
information  seemed  more  like  science
fiction than scientific fact.

UFO Sightings in California:
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Drawing  from  the  National  UFO
Reporting  Center,  we  meticulously
compiled reports of UFO sightings across
the vast expanse of California. The state's
historical  association  with  a  high
frequency  of  such  sightings  made  it  an
ideal  focal  point  for  our  investigation  –
that,  and  the  fact  that  California's  UFO
sightings rival the number of sequels in a
Hollywood movie franchise.

Las Vegas Hotel Room Check-Ins:

Complementing our extraterrestrial data,
we  delved  into  the  treasure  trove  of
records  provided  by  the  Las  Vegas
Convention and Visitors Authority. Silently
observing the ebb and flow of hotel room
check-ins  in  the  shimmering  metropolis,
we sought  to  uncover  any  patterns  that
paralleled  the  otherworldly  occurrences
unfolding in the California skies. Although
we were  half-tempted  to  check  whether
alien  entities  booked  rooms  under
pseudonyms  like  "E.T.  the  Extra-
Terrestrial"  or  "Martian  McDazzle,"  we
maintained  scientific  decorum  in  our
approach.

Statistical Analysis:

With bated breath and a touch of cosmic
whimsy, we subjected the amassed data to
rigorous  statistical  scrutiny.  Employing
correlation  analysis,  we  peered  through
the  cosmic  looking  glass,  seeking  to
unveil  any  discernible  relationship
between UFO sightings in California and
the fluctuations in Las Vegas hotel room
check-ins.  Through  the  power  of
statistical  tools,  we  aimed  to  discern
whether  the  celestial  commotion  in
California had any earthly repercussions
in the heart of the Las Vegas Strip.

Caveats and Cosmic Winks:

As with any research endeavor that treads
into  uncharted  intellectual  territory,  we
observed certain methodological caveats.
It's not every day that one endeavors to
probe  the  cosmic  connections  between
UFO  sightings  and  terrestrial  tourism,
after  all.  Nevertheless,  we  approached
our methodology with a blend of scholarly

rigor and a dash of interstellar curiosity,
embracing the unconventional in pursuit
of  illuminating  the  unexpected
correlations  lurking  in  the  abyss  of  the
universe.

In summary, our methodological approach
involved  an  otherworldly  blend  of  data
collection,  statistical  analysis,  and  a
healthy dose of interstellar whimsy. With
our methodologies aligned and our cosmic
ray  detectors  at  the  ready,  we  plunged
into the cosmic mists in search of answers
that may very well be, dare we say, out of
this world.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  revealed  a
staggering  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9247652  between  UFO  sightings  in
California and the number of hotel room
check-ins in Las Vegas from 1975 to 2013.
This  correlation  boasted  an  r-squared
value  of  0.8551907,  signifying  that
approximately  85.5% of  the  variation  in
Las Vegas hotel room check-ins could be
explained  by  the  fluctuation  in  reported
UFO  sightings  over  this  period.  The
statistical significance was demonstrated
with a p-value of less than 0.01, affirming
the  robustness  of  the  observed
correlation.

Figure 1 provides a visual representation
of  the  striking  association  between  the
variables,  displaying  a  scatterplot  that
unmistakably  depicts  the  synchronized
trends in UFO sightings and hotel  room
check-ins.  The  figure  serves  as  a  stark
testament to the unexpected convergence
of  celestial  sightings  and  terrestrial
tourism, prompting contemplation on the
cosmic  forces  at  play  within  this
enigmatic relationship.

The findings of this study open the door to
a  realm of  speculation  and  inquiry  that
transcends  the  conventional  boundaries
of scientific investigation. The remarkable
correlation  between  UFO  sightings  in
California and the vibrancy of Las Vegas'
hospitality  industry  beckons  us  to
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speculate  on  the  cosmic  motives  of
potential extraterrestrial visitors. Could it
be that alien tourists are not only roaming
the skies but also making their way to the
neon-lit streets of Las Vegas, perhaps in
pursuit  of  their  own  unique  earthly
delights?

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Such  a  correlation,  while  undoubtedly
perplexing,  underscores  the  need  for
further  interdisciplinary  research  that
straddles  the  realms  of  astronomy,
tourism,  and  perhaps  even  intergalactic
sociology. The implications of our findings
extend beyond the terrestrial confines of
statistical analysis, inviting us to consider
the cosmic implications of extraterrestrial
engagement with earthly pursuits. As we
unpack  the  implications  of  this  peculiar
correlation,  we  are  reminded  that  the
universe,  much  like  statistical  analysis,
often reveals unexpected connections that
defy conventional boundaries and beckon
us to embrace the whimsical wonders it
has to offer.

DISCUSSION

The  findings  of  our  study  unveil  a
revelatory  connection  between  UFO
sightings  in  California  and  the  flux  in
hotel  room check-ins  in  Las  Vegas.  The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9247652,  alongside  the  substantial  r-
squared value of 0.8551907, unabashedly
flaunts the intertwined destiny of celestial
visitations  and  earthly  sojourns.  These

results  not  only  resonate  with  prior
research  by  Smith  et  al.  and  Doe  and
Johnson,  which  hinted  at  an  uncanny
association  between  extraterrestrial
phenomena  and  tourist  influx,  but  they
also  catapult  our  understanding  into
uncharted cosmic territories.

The peculiar nexus between otherworldly
sightings  and  terrestrial  accommodation
patterns, as documented in the literature
review,  is  further  validated  by  our
findings.  The historical  context  provided
by Jones regarding California's  enduring
intrigue with celestial enigmas aligns with
the temporal  flux  of  UFO sightings that
beguilingly  complement  the  undulating
peaks and valleys of hotel room check-ins
in  Las  Vegas.  The  vibrancy  of  tourism
trends  in  Las  Vegas,  as  divulged  by
Adams  and  Brown,  resonates  with  the
ever-fluctuating pulse of visitors, with the
cosmic pulse now seemingly synchronized
with  the  ephemeral  dance  of  celestial
lights.

As we marinate in the implications of our
cosmic  correlation,  it  becomes  evident
that  our  research  extrapolates  beyond
conventional  scholarly  inquiry  and
beckons  us  to  entertain  cosmic
conundrums with a sprinkle of interstellar
humor.  The  whimsical  interplay  of
scholarly rigor and cosmic eccentricity, as
underscored in the literature review, finds
its  apotheosis in the uncanny synchrony
of UFO sightings and hotel  room check-
ins, exuding an almost mischievous charm
that  defies  the  mundane  boundaries  of
statistical inquiry.

Figure  1,  the  lustrous  testament  to  the
synchronous dance  of  celestial  sightings
and earthly escapades, serves as a visual
hymn to the enigmatic forces that entwine
the  celestial  and  the  terrestrial.  The
scattering of  data points,  not  unlike the
twinkling stars that inspire both wonder
and  speculation,  invites  us  to  ponder
whether the cosmic motives of  potential
extraterrestrial  visitors  extend  to  the
glitzy allure of Las Vegas, as if the neon-lit
streets hold magnetism for beings beyond
our comprehension.
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Amidst  the  statistical  delights  of  our
findings, we are compelled to venture into
speculative  domains  that  transcend
disciplinary  confines,  beckoning  us  to
contemplate  the  cosmic  tapestry  of
interstellar whimsy that evidently weaves
profound  implications  for  both  the
scholarly  and  the  cosmic  voyager.  The
cosmic implications of our findings, while
evoking a gentle waltz of speculation and
statistical validation, serve as a testament
to  the  ever-unfolding  nature  of  the
universe,  its  enigmatic  connections,  and
the whimsical surprises that await those
bold enough to take the cosmic plunge.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has illuminated a
rather  illuminating  correlation  between
UFO  sightings  in  California  and  the
number  of  hotel  room  check-ins  in  Las
Vegas.  The robust  correlation coefficient
of  0.9247652  and  the  overwhelming
85.5% explanatory power of the variation
in  hotel  room  check-ins  due  to  UFO
sightings  indeed  raise  some  celestial
eyebrows. The statistical significance at p
< 0.01 makes it clear that this is not just
a  statistical  fluke  or  a  case  of  "flying
saucer" spurious correlations.

Figure  1,  a  visual  testament  to  the
synchronized  trends  between  UFO
sightings  and  hotel  room  check-ins,  is
truly a  sight to behold.  One might even
say it's "out of this world!" It's hard not to
wonder  if  the  cosmic  forces  that  bring
extraterrestrial visitors to Earth are also
influencing  their  choice  of  earthly
accommodations.

The implications of this study are, to put
it mildly, mind-boggling. It beckons us to
contemplate  the  cosmic  motives  of
potential  extraterrestrial  visitors  and
raise  questions about  their  travel  habits
and  preferences.  Are  they  fans  of  the
Vegas  strip?  Do  they  have  a  thing  for
alien-themed  casinos?  Or  are  they  just
trying  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  our  own
"star" performances?

Going  forward,  it  seems  that  the
intergalactic  mystery  of  UFO  sightings
and  hotel  room  check-ins  in  Las  Vegas
may  be  solved.  It's  clear  that  no  more
research is needed in this area, unless, of
course,  we  want  to  start  studying  the
interstellar Yelp reviews of alien travelers.
Case closed, space oddity solved!
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