
*The Institute for Social Anomalies Research and Analysis 
Review
2024 Vol. 16, No. 7, 511-521

Copyleft The Institute for Social Anomalies Research and 
Analysis, no rights reserved.  Contents may be shared with 
whoever you feel like.  They can be copied, emailed, posted 
to a list-serv, printed out and tacked on a colleague's office 
door. Whatever you want. 

BREAKING AND ENTERING KATHERINE: AN
UNCONVENTIONAL CONNECTION BETWEEN

NAME POPULARITY AND BURGLARIES IN HAWAII

Chloe Hart, Anthony Terry, George P Trudeau

Institute of Innovation and Technology

The relationship between first names and crime has intrigued researchers for decades. In this study, 
we investigated the unlikely correlation between the popularity of the first name "Katherine" and 
incidents of burglary in the sunny state of Hawaii. By utilizing data from the US Social Security 
Administration for name popularity trends and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services for burglary
rates from 1985 to 2022, we set out to uncover whether there exists a significant connection 
between the two seemingly unrelated phenomena. Our findings revealed a stunningly high 
correlation coefficient of 0.9753855 and an incredibly low p-value of less than 0.01, indicating a 
robust statistical association between the frequency of the name "Katherine" and the incidence of 
burglaries in the palm tree-laden paradise. This unexpected link prompts further investigation into 
the potential influence of names on criminal behavior and raises the question: are individuals named 
Katherine more likely to "break in" to certain behaviors, or is this simply a coincidental cat burglary 
caper?

Introduction

     The  interplay  between  individual
names  and  societal  trends  has  long
captured  the  interest  of  researchers
across  various  disciplines.  From  the
influence of names on career success to
their  impact  on  romantic  attraction,  the
association  between  nomenclature  and
human  behavior  continues  to  fascinate
scholars. In the realm of criminology, the
investigation  of  potential  correlations
between  first  names  and  criminal
activities  has  yielded  intriguing,  if  not
somewhat peculiar, findings.

     Our research delves into the peculiar
correlation between the prevalence of the
first  name  "Katherine"  and  incidents  of
burglary in the idyllic state of Hawaii. Yes,
you  read  that  right—Katherine  and
burglaries  in  Hawaii.  While  the
connection  may  initially  seem  as  far-

fetched  as  a  pineapple  pizza,  the  data
suggest otherwise.

     As we embark on this unconventional
academic journey, it is important to clarify
our position. Our approach is neither to
stigmatize  individuals  with  the  name
Katherine nor  to suggest  that  the name
itself  possesses  any  criminal  propensity.
Instead, we are motivated by a curiosity
akin to stumbling upon a surfing goat—a
rare  and  unexpected  phenomenon  that
demands further examination.

     The  conventional  wisdom  in
criminology  often  focuses  on
socioeconomic factors, demographics, and
environmental influences as determinants
of criminal behavior. Rarely, if ever, does
one  expect  to  encounter  a  hypothesis
centered  on  the  statistical  relationship
between a name and crime. Nonetheless,
it  is  precisely  this  unorthodox  line  of
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inquiry  that  enlivens  the  academic
landscape and prompts us to take a closer
look at the potential connection between
the popularity of the name Katherine and
the  prevalence  of  burglaries  in  the
tropical paradise of Hawaii.

     Our research, therefore, is not only a
testament to the inherently wacky nature
of  scientific  exploration  but  also  a
reminder  that  in  the  realm of  empirical
inquiry,  one  must  be  prepared  for
unexpected revelations. So, buckle up and
get  ready  to  embark  on  an  academic
escapade into the peculiar terrain where
Katherine  meets  crime—whether  it's  a
mere coincidence or the name is truly a
"cat  burglar"  in  disguise  awaits  our
investigation.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith et al. (2015) examined the potential
influence  of  first  names  on  criminal
behavior  in  their  study  "Monikers  and
Misdemeanors:  Unveiling  the  Name-
Crime Nexus." Interestingly, their analysis
of  national  crime  data  revealed  no
significant  correlation  between  popular
first  names  and  criminal  activities.
However,  their  research  did  not
specifically  investigate  the  connection
between the name Katherine and burglary
in Hawaii, leaving the field wide open for
our quirky investigation.

Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  in  their  article
"The  Name  Game:  Unraveling  the
Mysteries  of  Monikers."  Their  study
focused on the influence of first names on
various  aspects  of  life,  including  career
success, romantic relationships, and even
criminal tendencies.  While their  findings
unveiled  some  unexpected  associations,
the  specific  link  between  the  name
Katherine and burglaries in the Hawaiian
archipelago remained uncharted territory.

Turning to related books, "The Science of
Names"  by  Linguist  L.  E.  Xicon  (2019)
provides  a  detailed  exploration  of  the
psychological  and  sociological

implications  of  naming  conventions.
Although  Xicon's  work  traverses  a  wide
array  of  topics  related  to  names,  the
direct  connection  to  criminal  behavior
and  specific  names  has  yet  to  be
extensively covered.

In the realm of fiction, "The Cat Burglar's
Secret"  by  Mystery  Author  S.  Neaky
(2020) presents an intriguing narrative of
a cunning thief  who operates under the
guise  of  a  demure  persona.  While  this
work  of  fiction  may  not  offer  empirical
evidence,  it  certainly  mirrors  the
enigmatic nature of our investigation into
the unsuspecting name Katherine and its
purported  association  with  burglaries  in
Hawaii.

Another  fictitious  book,  "The  Curious
Case of the Kooky Katherine" by Novelist
A. Musing (2017), delves into the peculiar
adventures  of  individuals  possessing  the
name Katherine. Although the book strays
far  from  academic  rigor,  its  whimsical
portrayal  of  Katherine-related  escapades
mirrors  the idiosyncratic  essence of  our
research inquiry.

Furthermore,  the  internet  meme
"Katherine  the  Great  Burglar"  has
garnered  attention  on  social  media
platforms,  playfully  jesting  about  the
alleged  stealthy  activities  of  individuals
bearing  the  name  Katherine.  While
memes  serve  as  lighthearted  jests,  they
nonetheless  encapsulate  the  popular
fascination  with  the  interplay  between
names  and  unexpected  associations,
mirroring the spirit of our unconventional
investigation.

In  examining  the  existing  literature,  it
becomes evident that while the scholarly
realm has explored the influence of names
on various facets of life, the specific link
between  the  name  Katherine  and
burglaries  in  Hawaii  remains  largely
untapped.  As  we  venture  into  this
uncharted  territory,  a  treasure  trove  of
quirky revelations awaits our exploration.

METHODOLOGY
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In order to discern the curious connection
between the popularity of the first name
"Katherine" and incidences of burglary in
the  captivating  state  of  Hawaii,  our
research employed a combination of data
collection, statistical analysis, and a dash
of whimsy. As researchers, we understand
the  gravity  of  our  endeavor  and  have
endeavored to approach our methodology
with  the  utmost  attention  to  detail,
despite the gravity-defying nature of our
hypothesis.

Data Collection:

     Our quest for data led us to scour the
annals  of  the  US  Social  Security
Administration,  where we unearthed the
treasure  trove  of  name  popularity
statistics  spanning  the  years  1985  to
2022.  This  rich  bounty  afforded  us  the
opportunity to track the ebbs and flows of
Katherine's  reign  in  the  realm  of
nomenclature,  providing  the  foundation
upon which our analysis would be built.
To complement this, we ventured into the
realm  of  crime  statistics  (virtually,  of
course) and obtained burglary data from
the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services.  We navigated through decades
of dastardly deeds to extract the pertinent
figures  related  to  burglaries  in  the
Hawaiian archipelago.

Data Cleaning:

     With a collection of data as eclectic as
a luau buffet, the process of data cleaning
proved to be as meticulous as untangling
a web of  leis.  We rigorously  scrutinized
the  datasets,  ensuring  that  outliers  and
erroneous  entries  were  swiftly  ushered
out, much like an unwelcome guest at a
Hawaiian shirt convention. This step was
crucial  in  ensuring  the  integrity  and
accuracy  of  our  subsequent  analyses,
preventing  any  statistical  "monkey
business" from skewing our findings.

Statistical Analysis:

     Armed with  a  pristine  dataset,  we
embarked  on  a  statistical  odyssey,
employing  the  venerable  tools  of
correlation  analysis  and  regression

modeling. Our partnership with statistical
software  provided  the  bridge  between
hypothesis  and  evidence,  allowing  us  to
wrestle with the quantifiable intricacies of
our data. The bracing winds of statistical
inference  carried  us  through  the
wilderness  of  p-values,  confidence
intervals,  and correlation coefficients,  as
we  sought  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
relationship between Katherine and crime
in the land of aloha.

Consideration of Confounding Variables:

     In  acknowledging  the  inherent
complexity  of  human  behavior  and  the
multifaceted  factors  that  shape  criminal
activities,  we  remain  cognizant  of
potential  confounders  that  may  exert
influence  on  our  observed  association.
Our team conducted a thorough review of
demographic  trends,  socioeconomic
indicators,  and  environmental  variables,
striving to discern whether the purported
link  between  Katherine's  popularity  and
burglary  rates  could  withstand  the
scrutiny of alternative explanations. Like
detectives sifting through a potpourri  of
clues,  we  scrutinized  the  landscape  for
any  hidden  variables  that  could  cast
doubt on our curious findings.

Ethical Considerations:

     In our pursuit of knowledge, we held
fast to the principles of academic integrity
and ethical  conduct.  At no point did we
seek  to  impugn  the  reputation  of
individuals  bearing  the  name Katherine,
recognizing  that  our  research  is  an
exploration  of  statistical  patterns  rather
than  an  indictment  of  any  particular
group. Our focus on the peculiarity of our
findings was tempered by a commitment
to scholarship guided by curiosity rather
than conjecture.

While some may view our methodology as
straying  into  unorthodox  territories,  we
stand  by  its  rigorous  and  scrupulous
nature,  well  aware  of  the  levity  and
gravity  interwoven  in  our  pursuit  of
empirical  truth.  As  our  expedition
ventures forth, let us not lose sight of the
fact  that  in  the  realm of  academia,  the
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unexpected  often  leads  to  the  most
enlightening discoveries.

RESULTS

     Upon  analyzing  the  data  collected
from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  the  FBI  Criminal
Justice  Information  Services,  we
discovered  a  staggering  correlation
between the popularity of the first name
"Katherine"  and  the  incidence  of
burglaries  in  Hawaii.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9753855  indicates  a
remarkably  strong  positive  relationship,
pointing  to  a  potential  influence  of  the
name "Katherine" on criminal activities in
the Aloha State.

     Our  r-squared  value  of  0.9513770
further  bolstered  the  robustness  of  this
association,  suggesting  that
approximately  95%  of  the  variation  in
burglary  rates  can  be  explained  by  the
variation  in  the  popularity  of  the  name
Katherine.  It's  almost  as  if  every  time
someone  named  Katherine  moves  to
Hawaii,  the burglary rate decides to tag
along for the ride, like an unexpected plus
one at a luau.

     What's more, the p-value of less than
0.01  provided  compelling  evidence  to
reject the null  hypothesis,  affirming that
the  correlation  we  observed  is  highly
unlikely to have occurred by chance. This
significant  p-value  reinforces  the
credibility  of  our  findings  and
underscores  the  legitimacy  of  the
unexpected  link  between  the  name
Katherine  and burglaries  in  the  tropical
island paradise.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

     It is important to note that while our
study  establishes  a  clear  statistical
relationship, it does not imply causation.
We cannot definitively conclude that the
name  Katherine  directly  causes  or
influences burglaries in Hawaii. However,
the strength of the correlation prompts us
to ponder the role of individual names in
shaping  behavioral  outcomes  and
warrants  further  investigation  into  the
mechanisms underlying this connection.

     To  visually  depict  the  striking
correlation  we  uncovered,  we  present
Figure  1,  a  scatterplot  that  elegantly
captures  the  remarkably  strong
association between the popularity of the
name "Katherine"  and  burglary  rates  in
Hawaii.  This  graph serves  as  a  tangible
representation  of  the  surprising
relationship, reminding us that truth can
indeed be stranger than fiction, especially
when  it  comes  to  the  nexus  of
nomenclature and nefarious deeds.

DISCUSSION

The hair-raising correlation between the
popularity  of  the  first  name "Katherine"
and the incidence of burglaries in Hawaii
has  left  us  teetering  on  the  edge  of
disbelief. Our results not only reaffirm the
earlier findings of Smith et al. (2015) and
Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  regarding  the
influence  of  first  names  on  unexpected
outcomes,  but  they  also  catapult  these
quirky  associations  into  the  spotlight  of
empirical  scrutiny.  Who  would  have
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thought  that  the  moniker  "Katherine"
could harbor such surprising implications
for  criminal  tendencies  in  the  tropical
haven of Hawaii?

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  may have  debunked
the notion of popular first names having
an  impact  on  criminal  activities  in  a
national context, but our investigation has
carved out a unique niche by zeroing in
on the picturesque archipelago of Hawaii.
It seems that where serene beaches and
swaying palm trees abound, the enigma of
the  name  Katherine  and  its  covert
connection to burglaries thrives. It's as if
each  Katherine  in  Hawaii  is  silently
beckoning the burglar alarms to sing their
discordant  melodies,  a  symphony  of
statistical  peculiarity  that  has  left  us  in
wonderment.

Adding  substance  to  our  findings,  Doe
and  Jones  (2018)  hinted  at  the
overarching  influence  of  first  names  on
various  life  facets,  which  our  study
elevates to an unexpected crescendo with
the  Katherine-burglary  nexus.  The
idiosyncrasies  explored  in  the  fictitious
works of S. Neaky and A. Musing, though
far  removed  from  empirical  rigor,  have
eerily  resonated  with  the  true-life
eccentricity  of  our  research.  It's  as  if
fiction  has  surreptitiously  whispered the
secrets  that  empirical  inquiry  is  now
daring to elucidate.

The  saga  of  "Katherine  the  Great
Burglar,"  a  playful  meme  that  ambled
through  the  corridors  of  social  media,
now takes on a surreal semblance of truth
in  light  of  our  weighty  statistical
revelation.  What  was  once  dismissed  as
internet  whimsy  has  unfolded  as  a
fascinating  enigma  worthy  of  academic
pursuit. This underscores the capacity of
unconventional sources to harbor hidden
truths,  much  like  a  name  concealing  a
deceptively  strong  statistical  association
with criminal activities.

In unraveling the conspicuous correlation
between  the  name  Katherine  and
burglaries in Hawaii, we urge caution in
interpreting  our  findings.  While  the

statistical association is robust, we cannot
unequivocally  claim  causation.  Instead,
we stand at the threshold of a mysterious
realm  where  names  and  behavior
intertwine in ways that defy conventional
understanding.  As  we  perceptively
navigate  this  twilight  zone,  we  beckon
future research to delve deeper into the
mechanisms  underlying  this  unlikely
linkage,  all  while  tipping  our  figurative
hats  to  the  whimsy  and  wonderment  of
the  unexpected  Katherine-burglary
odyssey.

In the world of scientific inquiry, truth is
often  stranger  than  fiction.  And  in  the
case  of  the  Katherine-burglary
entanglement,  this veritable adage holds
true, lending an air of enigmatic intrigue
to  the  often  staid  domains  of  statistical
analysis and name trends. As we set sail
into  uncharted  waters,  anchored  by  the
weight of  empirical evidence,  we extend
an invitation to fellow researchers to join
us in peeling back the layers of this kooky
yet compelling association, where names
become  more  than  mere  labels  and
statistical  correlations  take on an air  of
inexplicable, humorous mystique.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has shed light on
the  unexpected  and,  dare  I  say,
"breaking"  connection  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name "Katherine"
and  incidences  of  burglaries  in  the
tropical  haven  of  Hawaii.  That's  right,
folks,  it  turns  out  there's  more  to  the
name Katherine than meets the eye. It's
not  just  a  moniker;  it's  a  statistical
sensation that seems to have a "breaking
and  entering"  charm  when  it  comes  to
crime rates in the Aloha State.

Our  findings,  with  a  correlation
coefficient that practically screams "come
at me, bro," and an r-squared value that
confidently struts around like it owns the
place, have left us pondering the curious
potential  influence  of  names  on  the
propensity  for  illicit  activities.  It's  as  if
every  mention  of  "Katherine"  triggers  a
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series  of  "breaking  news"  alerts  in  the
realm  of  burglary  rates.  Who  knew  a
seemingly innocent name could have such
a "cat burglar" effect?

However,  it's  crucial  to  maintain  a
scholarly  sobriety  and acknowledge that
correlation  does  not  imply  causation.
We're  not  proposing  that  individuals
named Katherine are any more likely  to
engage in criminal behavior than others.
But  hey,  the  data  doesn't  lie,  and  it's
certainly  given  us  something  to  ponder
over our next pineapple and ham pizza.

As we wrap up our  exploration into  the
whimsical world where names and crime
intertwine,  it's  clear  that  there's  much
more  to  be  uncovered  in  this  field.
Perhaps this is just the tip of the iceberg,
or should I say, the top of the palm tree?
Who  knows  what  other  names  may  be
harboring  secret  influences  on  societal
trends?

In  the  meantime,  we  assert  with  the
utmost  confidence,  no  more  research  is
needed in  this  area.  We've  uncovered  a
link  that's  as  clear  as  a  sunny  day  in
Hawaii.  It's  time  to  let  Katherine  and
burglaries bask in the academic spotlight
for now.

And with that, we'll  leave you to ponder
the age-old question: If a Katherine moves
to Hawaii, do burglaries follow? Until next
time, aloha and mahalo for following this
quirky  journey  through  the  unexpected
nexus  of  nomenclature  and  mischievous
misdeeds.
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