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Abstract

This research investigates the potential link between milk consumption and burglaries in the state of 
Maine. By utilizing data from the USDA and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services spanning the years 
1990 to 2021, we were able to establish a correlation coefficient of 0.9537719 and a significance level of 
p < 0.01, indicating a strong statistical association. This study presents compelling evidence that suggests
a seemingly udderly bizarre connection between the dairy industry and criminal activity. Our findings may 
lead to further studies exploring the lactose-intolerant nature of burglars or uncovering the role of calcium 
in criminal behavior. This research not only sheds light on a quirky correlation but also provides milk 
enthusiasts and law enforcement agencies with valuable insights into the potential impact of calcium 
consumption on crime rates.
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1. Introduction

     The investigation of seemingly unrelated
phenomena often leads to unexpected and
fascinating  discoveries.  The  study  of  milk
consumption  and  burglaries  in  Maine  is  a
prime  example  of  this,  as  it  unveils  an
intriguing  correlation  that  defies
conventional  logic  and  dairy  expectations.
While the notion of  a connection between
crimes and dairy products may seem utterly
absurd,  our  research  has  unveiled
compelling  evidence  that  suggests
otherwise.

     The  state  of  Maine,  known  for  its
picturesque  landscapes,  quaint  coastal
towns,  and,  of  course,  its  dairy  industry,
provided the ideal  backdrop for  this study.
With  a  significant  portion  of  its  population
devoted  to  the  consumption  of  dairy
products,  Maine  serves  as  an  intriguing
setting  to  explore  the  potential  links
between milk and criminal conduct. As dairy
enthusiasts ourselves,  we approached this
study with a mix of curiosity and skepticism,
never  expecting  that  our  findings  would
churn up such a compelling narrative.
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     Our exploration began with the collection
and  analysis  of  data  from  two  seemingly
disparate  sources:  the  United  States
Department of  Agriculture (USDA) and the
FBI's Criminal Justice Information Services.
By merging these databases, we were able
to draw correlations and patterns that would
make any detective envious. The statistical
analysis yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.9537719,  surpassing  our  initial
expectations  and  leaving  us  humorously
pondering  if  the  milk  of  human  kindness
could  also  be  the  milk  of  criminal
inclinations.  The  significance  level  of  p  <
0.01  further  solidified  our  findings,
prompting us to milk this correlation for all
it's worth.

     This research not only sheds light on a
quirky  correlation  but  also  provides  milk
enthusiasts and law enforcement agencies
with  valuable  insights  into  the  potential
impact  of  calcium  consumption  on  crime
rates.  The implications  of  our  findings  are
undoubtedly  far-reaching,  introducing  an
unexpected  twist  to  the  phrase  "got  milk"
and inspiring a broader conversation about
the role of dairy in both our nutritional and
criminal landscapes.

     As  we  delve  into  the  intriguing
intersection  of  dairy  indulgence  and
unlawful  activities,  it  becomes evident  that
there is much more to this story than meets
the eye. Our study invites further exploration
into the lactose-intolerant nature of burglars,
the  calcium-induced  bravado  of  criminals,
and  the  potential  bovine  influence  on
criminal  behavior.  With  this  research,  we
hope to engage both academics and dairy
enthusiasts  in  a  discussion  that  is  both
thought-provoking  and  delightfully  milky  in
nature.

[End of the introduction section]

2. Literature Review

As we delve into the literature surrounding
the  unexpected  and  udderly  bizarre
correlation  between  milk  consumption and
burglaries in Maine, we encounter a range
of  studies  and  perspectives  that  dairy-
lightfully  attempt  to  unravel  this  intriguing
mystery.

In "The Bovine Bandit: A Study on Lactose
and Larceny"  by  Smith  et  al.,  the  authors
find  a  surprising  association  between
increased milk purchases and the frequency
of burglaries in rural areas. Their research
delves  into  the  potential  psychological
impact  of  dairy  consumption  on  criminal
behavior,  kicking off  our exploration with a
splash of curiosity and a dash of skepticism.

Building  upon  this  foundation,  Doe  and
Jones, in "Got Milk, Got Trouble?" present a
comprehensive analysis of dairy intake and
criminal  activity,  drawing  from  extensive
data  sets  and  moo-ving  statistical
methodologies.  Their  findings  not  only
corroborate  the  initial  dairy-criminality  link
but  also  moooove  this  peculiar  correlation
into the spotlight  of  academic intrigue and
lactose-fueled speculation.

Shifting our  attention to the literary realm,
"Milk:  A  White-Collar  Crime"  by  Lorem
Ipsum  explores  the  unexpected
ramifications  of  calcium-rich  beverages on
nefarious  inclinations,  offering  a  dairy-
focused narrative that extends beyond mere
consumption  statistics,  milking  the  cow of
criminal literature.

Drawn  from  the  world  of  fiction,  "The
Surprise  Heist  at  Cheddar  Castle"  by J.K.
Rowling, a book that may sound related to
the topic at hand if it were real, presents a
whimsical  tale of  calcium-craving criminals
navigating  the  dairy-laden  landscape  of
Maine.  This  playful  interpretation
undoubtedly  offers  a  fresh  perspective  on
the  intertwining  worlds  of  lactose  and
larceny,  providing a cheesy dose of  story-
telling that mooooves beyond reality.
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In a surge of unexpected sources, we find
"The  Great  Cow  Caper"  from  the  classic
children's  show,  "Scooby-Doo,"  where  the
gang  uncovers  a  dastardly  plot  involving
stolen  milk  and  a  notorious  group  of
calcium-craving  criminals.  Although  not  a
scholarly  resource,  the  entertaining  nature
of this cartoon adaptation provides a light-
hearted perspective on the bovine banditry
phenomenon  that  may  have  been
overlooked  in  conventional  academic
research.

With the landscape of literature before us, it
becomes  evident  that  the  connection
between milk consumption and burglaries in
Maine is not only a statistical anomaly but
also a source of whimsical speculation and
milk-fueled narrative. This quirky correlation
has  taken  on  a  life  of  its  own,  extending
beyond  the  realms  of  academic  research
into  the  realms  of  imagination  and  dairy-
themed entertainment.

3. Our approach & methods

To begin unraveling the perplexing mystery
of  dairy  and  crime,  our  research  team
conducted a comprehensive data collection
process,  wrangling  information  from  the
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture
(USDA)  and  the  FBI's  Criminal  Justice
Information Services. The data spanned the
economically  diverse  and  geographically
distinct years of 1990 to 2021, providing a
mosaic  of  information  from  a  period
encompassing technological advancements,
shifting consumer behaviors, and the advent
of "got milk?" advertising campaigns. 

The USDA data furnished us with valuable
insights into the milk consumption habits of
the  Maine  populace,  encompassing  an
impressive array of data points including per
capita  milk  consumption,  types  of  milk
products consumed, and even the potential
"cereal  milk"  preferences.  Meanwhile,  the
FBI's Criminal Justice Information Services
granted  us  access  to  burglary  statistics,

allowing  us  to  delve  into  the  intricate
nuances  of  criminal  behavior  and  its
potential correlation with dairy indulgence.

The  convergence  of  these  two  seemingly
incongruous datasets became the crucible
for  our  research,  as  we ventured  into  the
labyrinthine  world  of  statistical  analysis.
Utilizing  advanced  software  and  statistical
tools,  we  meticulously  crafted  intricate
models  to  decipher  the  patterns  hidden
within  the  data  mosaic.  Our  techniques
were  certainly  udderly  sophisticated,
employing the likes of correlation analysis,
regression models, and even an occasional
lactose-free outlier detection process.

With  the  judicious  application  of  these
methodological  tools,  we  were  able  to
unearth  the  seemingly  a-moo-sing
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9537719,
signifying  a  robust  link  between  milk
consumption  and  burglary  rates.  The
significance level of p < 0.01 added an extra
layer of validation to our findings, prompting
incredulous stares and a collective "you've
got  to  be buttering me up"  response from
our research team.

It is imperative to note that our methodology
strived to go beyond the mere surface-level
association and dig deep into the underlying
mechanisms at play. We performed intricate
sub-analyses, attempting to discern whether
the correlation held across different types of
milk products, dairy intake frequencies, and
even  the impact  of  lactose intolerance on
criminal  behavior.  Through  this  approach,
we  sought  to  shed  light  on  the  potential
effects  of  calcium  consumption  on  crime
rates, leaving no stone, or curdle, unturned
in our quest for understanding.

In addition to the quantitative analyses, our
exploration also encompassed a qualitative
dimension.  We  conducted  interviews  with
local  dairy  enthusiasts,  law  enforcement
personnel, and even a few perplexed cows
in  an  attempt  to  capture  the  human,  or
bovine,  essence  of  the  dairy-crime
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connection.  These  insights  offered  a
narrative depth to our research, weaving a
tale that was as rich as a double cream brie
and as compelling as a well-aged cheddar.

Our  amalgamation  of  data  analytics,
statistical  wizardry,  and a dash of  whimsy
ultimately  culminated  in  a  robust
methodology that served as the cornerstone
of  our  research.  True  to  the  spirit  of
academic  inquiry  and  levity,  our  approach
encapsulated  the  adage  of  "think  outside
the  milk  carton,"  as  we  delved  into  the
unexpected  dairy-thief  connection  and
churned out insights that are sure to stir the
academic and culinary imagination alike.

4. Results

The statistical analysis of our data revealed
a  surprisingly  strong  correlation  between
milk consumption and burglaries in the state
of Maine over the years 1990 to 2021. The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9537719,
accompanied by an r-squared of 0.9096809,
and  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,  provided
compelling evidence of an association that
would make even the most  skeptical  critic
curd-le with excitement.

Figure  1  displays  a  scatterplot  illustrating
the robust positive relationship between milk
consumption and burglary rates. This visual
representation  reinforces  the  undeniable
link  between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables,  proving  that  perhaps  the  most
notorious theft in Maine might just be of the
dairy variety.

The data suggests that as milk consumption
in Maine increased, so did the incidence of
burglaries.  While  it  may  seem  utterly
ridiculous  at  first  glance,  our  statistical
findings  leave  little  room  for  doubt.  This
unusual correlation may leave some feeling
a  bit  dairy-ly  departed  from  their
conventional  wisdom  about  criminal
behavior.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our research raises a myriad of questions,
such  as  whether  the  consumption  of
calcium-laden  dairy  products  acts  as  a
criminal catalyst or if burglars are simply in
hot pursuit of a cold glass of milk. While we
cannot immediately conclude causation, our
results certainly milk this association for all
it’s worth, adding a dairy of whimsy to the
typically  serious  discourse  of  criminal
behavior.

Despite the unexpected and slightly tongue-
in-cheek  nature  of  our  findings,  the
implications of this study extend far beyond
the  confines  of  academic  curiosity.  Law
enforcement agencies and dairy aficionados
alike may find value in the insights gleaned
from  this  peculiar  correlation.  It  is  our
sincere  hope  that  this  research  ignites
further  investigation  into  the  role  of  dairy
consumption in shaping criminal activity and
encourages  a  wider  discussion  about  the
unexpected connections that lie beneath the
surface of our daily lives.

5. Discussion

Our  study  has  delved  into  the  fascinating
world of lactose and larceny, uncovering a
compelling  statistical  association  between
milk consumption and burglaries in the state
of  Maine  from 1990  to  2021.  Despite  the
initial  absurdity  of  this  correlation,  our
findings  have  udderly  milked  this  unusual
association for its worth, providing a much-
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needed splash of dairy-themed curiosity to
the sometimes serious discourse of criminal
behavior.

Our  results  support  and  build  upon  the
existing  literature,  which  has  mooooved
beyond  traditional  statistical  analysis  into
dairy-themed  narratives  and  playful
speculations.  The  studies  by  Smith  et  al.
and Doe and Jones, along with the fictional
works  of  Lorem  Ipsum  and  J.K.  Rowling,
have  paved  the  way  for  our  own
investigation,  shedding  light  on  the
unexpected  ramifications  of  calcium-rich
beverages on criminal inclinations. Even the
whimsical  set  of  Scooby-Doo  has
contributed to the resonance of this quirky
correlation by exploring the theme of dairy-
fueled mischievousness.

In  light  of  these  findings,  it  becomes
apparent  that  the  cultural  and  academic
landscape  has  embraced  the  udderly
unexpected  connection  between  milk
consumption  and  burglaries,  elevating  it
from the confines of statistical anomaly to a
source of whimsical speculation. Our study
has  not  only  corroborated  these  previous
works,  but  has  also  propelled  this  niche
area  of  research  into  the  spotlight  of
academic  intrigue  and  lactose-fueled
speculation.

The robust statistical evidence in our study,
illustrated through the correlation coefficient
of 0.9537719 and a significance level of p <
0.01, highlights the undeniable link between
milk  consumption  and  burglary  rates  in
Maine.  This  unusual  correlation  may raise
questions  about  the  mechanisms  behind
this association—whether it  is the calcium-
laden  dairy  products  acting  as  a  criminal
catalyst  or  burglars  simply  in  pursuit  of  a
cold  glass  of  milk.  Although  we  cannot
immediately establish causation, our results
certainly  milk  this  association  for  all  it’s
worth,  imbuing  the  discourse  of  criminal
behavior  with  a  dose  of  dairy-themed
whimsy.

Despite  the  unexpected  and  somewhat
tongue-in-cheek nature of our findings, the
implications of this study extend beyond the
realms of  conventional  academic  curiosity.
We hope that  this  research ignites  further
investigation  into  the  role  of  dairy
consumption  in  shaping  criminal  activity,
stimulating  a  wider  discussion  about  the
unexpected  connections  that  lurk  beneath
the surface of our daily lives. This study not
only  provides  a  dairy-lightful  diversion  but
also sets the stage for further research that
may uncover the lactose-intolerant nature of
burglars  or  the  lactose-fuelled
misadventures of calcium-craving criminals.
The  implications  of  our  research  may
indeed  be cheesy,  but  they  offer  valuable
insights into the potential impact of calcium
consumption on crime rates and the pursuit
of dairy-laden justice.

In conclusion, our study provides compelling
evidence  for  the  seemingly  bizarre
connection between milk consumption and
burglaries in Maine and brings to light  the
importance  of  considering  unexpected
factors in the study of criminal behavior. Our
research not only adds a unique perspective
to the ongoing discourse but also highlights
the potential value of embracing the quirks
and  curiosities  that  pervade  the  world  of
statistical analysis and academic inquiry.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
statistically  significant  correlation  between
milk consumption and burglaries in Maine.
The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9537719  and  the  striking  r-squared  of
0.9096809  underscore  the  un-Brie-lievable
connection  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables. While it may seem like
a  tall  tale  fit  for  the  cheese  board,  our
findings compel us to take this association
seriously, or at least semi-seriously,  as we
tip-toe  through  the  tulips  of  statistical
wonder.
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These  results,  while  undeniably  amusing,
prompt  further  thought-provolone
discussions  about  the  potential  impact  of
calcium-laden  dairy  products  on  criminal
behavior.  Law  enforcement  agencies  and
dairy enthusiasts alike may find our findings
both a-moo-sing and enlightening, inspiring
a fresh push for further investigation into the
lactose-intolerant nature of burglars and the
potential  bovine  influence  on  criminal
conduct. Our hope is that this research will
leave readers with a lingering appreciation
for the unexpected and a newfound respect
for the playful nature of statistical analysis.

In light of these findings, we assert that no
udder  research is  needed in this  area,  as
we've  undoubtedly  milked  this  correlation
for all it's worth. It's time to let this peculiar
association  slow-churn  into  the  annals  of
statistical curiosities, as we take a moment
to appreciate the dairy-ly departed world of
statistical revelations.

Thank you for lifting the lid on our research
and  allowing  us  to  spill  the  milk  on  this
udderly  intriguing  subject.  And  remember,
when  you  think  of  Maine,  don't  just  think
lobster  –  think  cow  –  or  rather,  the  non-
criminal  elemental  essence  of  cow  in  its
dairy variety.
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