The Journal of Extraterrestrial Electoral Research
2024, Vol. 262, No. 4, 815-821

Copyleft 2024 by The Consortium for Extraterrestrial Socio-Political Research
§7368-8921(4406)7753-8 DOI: 17.3049/221152315710

Planetary Politics: Exploring the Correlation Between Interplanetary
Distance and Democrat Votes for Senators in Louisiana

Charlotte Hughes, Anthony Turner, Gideon P Thornton

Elite Science Academy

This study delves into the peculiar but intriguing relationship between the distance separating Neptune and Mercury and the voting patterns for Senatorial
candidates affiliated with the Democratic Party in the state of Louisiana. Leveraging data derived from Astropy and MIT Election Data and Science Lab,
Harvard Dataverse, our research team embarked on a rigorous analysis spanning the years 1978 to 2020. Our findings unveiled a remarkable correlation
coefficient of 0.8605344 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01, ultimately pointing to a noteworthy connection between these celestial
bodies and political preferences. The implications of this cosmic correlation beckon further investigation, as they introduce a celestial component to the
dynamics of political allegiance that invites contemplation of astronomical proportions.

The intersection of the celestial and the terrestrial holds a certain
allure, captivating scientists and statisticians alike with its
enigmatic potential to unearth unexpected connections. In this
study, we delve deep into the uncharted territory of planetary
politics, seeking to unravel the puzzling correlation between the
distance separating Neptune and Mercury, two planets with
contrasting dispositions, and the partisan preferences of
Senatorial candidates in the captivating state of Louisiana. As
we embark on this cosmic journey, we are reminded of the
profound words of Carl Sagan, who once mused, "Somewhere,
something incredible is waiting to be known"—little did we
know that this "something incredible” may just be lurking within
the tumultuous realm of political alliances.

The gravitational pull of our curiosity led us to consider the
alignment of the stars, or rather, the planets, with the often
tempestuous landscape of political affiliations. It is essential to
note that our exploration is not driven by mere whimsy, but
rather, by the hallowed principles of scientific inquiry and the
relentless pursuit of knowledge, peppered with an occasional
dash of intergalactic humor. In this pursuit, we lean on the
shoulders of giants, drawing inspiration from the likes of Isaac
Newton and Johannes Kepler, whose groundbreaking work in
celestial mechanics laid the foundation for modern astrophysical
investigations.

Armed with data acquired from reputable sources such as
Astropy, MIT Election Data and Science Lab, and Harvard
Dataverse, we set out to rigorously scrutinize electoral trends in
the vibrant state of Louisiana. Intriguingly, our initial analysis
unearthed a correlation coefficient of 0.8605344 and a p-value
of less than 0.01, leaving us pondering the cosmic conundrum
that lay before us. Yet, as we cautiously approach these findings,
we are mindful of the sage counsel of Galileo Galilei, who
cautioned, "All truths are easy to understand once they are
discovered; the point is to discover them." In parallel, we are

acutely aware of the potential for serendipitous correlations to
emerge from rigorous statistical exploration—a cosmic caprice,
if you will.

The implications of our findings stretch far beyond the realms of
traditional political analysis, transcending the mundane and
venturing into the celestial. The implications are so profound, in
fact, that they invite contemplation of astronomical proportions,
prompting us to wonder if the gravitational forces that govern
planetary orbits might exert an unforeseen influence on the
political orbits of the denizens of Louisiana. As we embark on
this whimsical yet scholarly endeavor, we invite our readers to
join us in a lighthearted exploration of the cosmic dance that
appears to echo, in some mysterious way, the cadence of
political allegiance.

Review of existing research

Smith et al. (2010) conducted a comprehensive analysis on
celestial bodies and their potential influence on political
tendencies, although their focus was primarily on the lunar
phases and electoral outcomes. The authors find a tantalizing
connection between the waxing gibbous phase and incumbent
victories, shedding moonlight on the subtle yet significant
impact of lunar cycles on political fortunes.

Doe and Jones (2015) explored the interplay of astronomical
phenomena and voter behavior, yet their attention centered on
solar flares and voter turnout, with a particularly enlightening
expose on how solar activity coincided with heightened civic
engagement. The authors' findings shed light on the radiant
effect of cosmic occurrences on democratic participation,
illuminating the intricate dance between solar flares and political
fervor.
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Lo and Behold (2018) examined the intricate relationship
between celestial bodies and political allegiances, with an
unexpected focus on the hypothetical influence of Saturn's rings
on voter apathy. While their hypothesis remains speculative,
their investigation opens the cosmic door to a myriad of celestial
conjectures regarding their potential sway over political
dispositions.

Turning to works that offer a broader perspective on cosmic
influences, "Cosmos: A Personal Voyage" by Carl Sagan and
"Astrophysics for People in a Hurry" by Neil deGrasse Tyson
provide a lens through which to ponder the cosmic ballet and its
potential interplay with earthly matters. These works inspire a
contemplation of the vast cosmic tapestry and its possible
nuances in shaping the narratives of political allegiance, albeit in
a lighthearted and intellectually stimulating manner.

In the realm of fiction, "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy"
by Douglas Adams and "The Sirens of Titan" by Kurt Vonnegut
offer imaginative forays into the cosmic unknown, inspiring the
subconscious musing on celestial perturbations and their
influence on the terrestrial domain. While these works may seem
whimsical, they invite a playful exploration of the interstellar
realm and its potential influence on human affairs.

In a more unconventional vein, viewing episodes of "The Big
Bang Theory" and "Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey" while
sipping Earl Grey tea and nibbling on moon-shaped cookies
offers a peculiar yet strangely insightful lens through which to
contemplate the cosmic and its playful juxtaposition with the
political. These unconventional sources of inspiration spark a
whimsical yet intellectually enriching consideration of the
cosmic dance and its potential harmonies with the ballads of
political affiliation.

Procedure

To unravel the cosmic conundrum of the correlation between the
distance separating Neptune and Mercury and the voting
behaviors of Democratic Senatorial candidates in Louisiana, our
research team employed a multidimensional approach that was
as dynamic as the celestial bodies under scrutiny. Our data,
procured from esteemed sources including Astropy, MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, and Harvard Dataverse,
underwent meticulous curation to ensure the veracity of the
findings.

Initially, we harnessed the celestial mechanics embodied in
Astropy, which facilitated the calculation of the precise
interplanetary distances over the years 1978 to 2020. Through a
harmonious fusion of algorithms and computations, we derived
a comprehensive dataset that encapsulated the distances between
Neptune and Mercury, serving as the cornerstone of our cosmic
investigation. We then indulged in some "stellar" visualizations,
plotting the fluctuating distances against the backdrop of time,
akin to capturing the planetary waltz in the grand cosmic
ballroom.

In parallel, the electoral data from the illustrious MIT Election
Data and Science Lab, coupled with the invaluable resources
from Harvard Dataverse, furnished us with the detailed voting

patterns for Democratic Senatorial candidates in the captivating
state of Louisiana. Leveraging the power of statistical software
and our ability to navigate complex databases with the ease of
seasoned astronomers charting their course through the
constellations, we meticulously distilled the electoral data into a
format that harmonized with the celestial dataset.

The heart of our methodology lay in the celestial-statistical
synergy that propelled our investigation forward. Through a
series of intricate statistical analyses, we sought to unearth the
hidden patterns that may belie the apparent cosmic chaos,
peering through the layers of data with the precision of an
astronomer examining the rings of Saturn. Employing
sophisticated statistical techniques, we initially computed the
correlation coefficient and its associated p-value, mindful of the
potential for cosmic caprices to influence our findings.

It is important to note that our methodology was not without its
share of celestial humor and scientific whimsy, as we navigated
the cosmic intricacies with a steadfast commitment to
methodological rigor. The enigmatic dance of planetary orbits
and the intriguing flux of political allegiances were explored
with a hint of intergalactic levity, underscoring the inextricable
link between the celestial and the political that continues to
tantalize the inquisitive mind. In this way, our methodology was
not only driven by statistical precision but also by an
unwavering sense of cosmic curiosity, infusing our investigation
with a touch of otherworldly charm.

Findings

The analysis of the data collected from our cosmic foray has
yielded some fascinating results. We found a strong correlation
between the distance separating Neptune and Mercury and the
votes for Senators affiliated with the Democratic Party in
Louisiana. The correlation coefficient of 0.8605344 indicates a
robust positive relationship between these celestial distances and
political preferences. In simpler terms, as the distance between
Neptune and Mercury changes, so do the votes for Democratic
Senators in Louisiana. It seems the cosmic dance of the planets
has an unforeseen sway on earthly political allegiances!

Furthermore, the r-squared value of 0.7405194 suggests that
approximately 74.05% of the variability in Democrat votes for
Senators in Louisiana can be explained by the changes in the
distance between Neptune and Mercury. This is certainly a
cosmic chunk of variability explaining!

In addition, the p-value of less than 0.01 provides strong
evidence against the null hypothesis and indicates that the
observed correlation is statistically significant. It appears that
the celestial bodies have more influence on earthly matters than
previously thought!
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To provide a visual depiction of this celestial influence on
political preferences, we present a scatterplot (Fig. 1)
demonstrating the striking correlation between the distance
separating Neptune and Mercury and the votes for Democratic
Senators in Louisiana. The figure elegantly captures the
relationship, adding a touch of cosmic flair to the otherwise
mundane world of political data analysis.

These findings not only raise eyebrows but also send our
scientific imaginations hurdling into the cosmos, reminding us
that even in the realm of politics, the stars may have a peculiar
way of influencing our earthly affairs. It appears that in the
cosmic symphony of celestial bodies, the planets may have
choreographed an unexpected dance with the political tango of
Louisiana.

Discussion

The results of our study have unveiled a celestial twist in the tale
of political allegiance, shedding light on the unexpected nexus
between planetary positions and voting behavior. The
remarkable correlation we have identified between the distance
separating Neptune and Mercury and Democrat votes for
Senators in Louisiana bolsters the existing literature on cosmic
influences on earthly matters in a truly astronomical manner.

Our findings not only resonate with the cosmic ballet envisioned
by Carl Sagan and Neil deGrasse Tyson but also lend empirical
support to the erstwhile speculative hypotheses regarding the
potential sway of celestial bodies over political dispositions.
Indeed, our results add a cosmic hue to the canvass of political
allegiances, as described by Lo and Behold (2018), although
their focus on Saturn's rings remained a mere tantalizing
conjecture compared to our robust statistical evidence.

The statistically significant correlation coefficient of 0.8605344
and the r-squared value of 0.7405194 accentuate the compelling
influence of the interplanetary dance on political preferences,
elucidating a cosmic variable in the intricate calculus of voter
behavior. This unexpected cosmic connection seems to have
more sway over earthly matters than even the most fervent
cosmological enthusiast might have foreseen. Furthermore, the
p-value of less than 0.01 provides resounding evidence of the
cosmic impact on the political tango of Louisiana, veritably

eclipsing prior studies that explore the solar flares and lunar
phases (Doe & Jones, 2015; Smith et al., 2010).

As we contemplate the implications of our celestial findings, the
cosmic dance of the planets seems to have choreographed an
unexpected waltz with the political tides of Louisiana,
illustrating how the stars may have aligned to develop a partisan
preference that is out of this world. These results challenge us to
ponder the cosmic sway over the political sphere and beckon us
to reflect on the cosmic influences that may be at play in shaping
the narratives of political allegiance — thus transforming the
traditionally mundane world of political data analysis into a
celestial spectacle.

The interstellar twist in our findings underscores the need for
further exploration of cosmic influences on political affairs,
inviting contemplation of astronomical proportions... and
electoral prospects. The confluence of cosmic phenomena and
earthly matters provides an intriguing area for future research,
where the celestial and terrestrial realms meet in a whimsical yet
intellectually stimulating embrace. Yes, our inquiry into
planetary politics has indeed proved to be a stellar revelation,
confirming that even in the realm of politics, the stars may have
a flair for the dramatic when it comes to celestial shenanigans.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the correlation between the
distance separating Neptune and Mercury and the Democrat
votes for Senators in Louisiana has unearthed a celestial
conundrum of astronomical proportions. The findings revealed a
strong correlation coefficient and a statistically significant p-
value, suggesting a captivating connection between planetary
distances and political preferences. It seems that as the planets
engage in their cosmic ballet, they inadvertently sway the
terrestrial political stage, demonstrating an unforeseen influence
that is truly out of this world.

The implications of our research extend beyond the usual
terrestrial confines, resonating with the ancient notion of "as
above, so below." These findings not only add a cosmic twist to
the political discourse but also prompt a celestial sense of
wonder, reminding us that the universe holds mysteries that
transcend traditional scholarly boundaries.

As we reflect on the enigmatic linkage between celestial
distances and political allegiances, one cannot help but
contemplate the whimsical dance of statistical probability and
galactic influences. It tickles the scientific imagination to
envision the gravitational pull of celestial bodies subtly nudging
the political leanings of Louisiana voters. It appears that the
penchants of politicians and planets may be more entangled than
we previously pondered—a truly cosmic revelation!

With these intriguing findings, we are compelled to echo the late
Carl Sagan's timeless words: "Somewhere, something incredible
is waiting to be known." However, in this particular avenue of
inquiry, it seems that the celestial and the political forces have
already revealed a remarkably compelling association.

In the spirit of gazing at the stars and uncovering unconventional
connections, we assert that further research in this uncharted
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cosmic-political territory may yield diminishing returns. It
appears that the cosmic dance between Neptune and Mercury
has already unveiled its captivating link to Democrat votes in
Louisiana, leaving us with a cosmic conundrum that may simply
be beyond the grasp of further statistical inquiry. As such, we
make our cosmic departure from this investigation, content in
the knowledge that we have touched the celestial edge of
political science, leaving our readers with a twinkle of celestial
curiosity and a pun-derful appreciation for the intertwining of
science and political whims.
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