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Abstract

In this study, we delve into the surprising connection between the voting patterns of Democrats in
the Bayou State and the consumption of kerosene in the idyllic sun-soaked islands of French
Polynesia. Our research, utilizing data from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard
Dataverse, and the Energy Information Administration, reveals a startling correlation coefficient
of 0.9355030 and p < 0.01 from 1990 to 2020. We employ robust statistical methodologies to
unravel the enigmatic relationship between the political ideologies of Louisiana voters and the
combustible consumption habits of French Polynesians. The findings of this study not only shed
light on this unlikely connection but also underscore the importance of considering broader global
influences on electoral dynamics. Join us as we ignite new perspectives on political science and
energy economics in this illuminating exploration of the intertwined realms of democratic votes
and kerosene consumption.

1. Introduction

Ah, the marvels of research! As we embark on this scholarly adventure, we find ourselves
knee-deep in the bayou of data and statistics, with our compass pointed towards the
enigmatic connection between Democrat votes for Senators in Louisiana and the
consumption of kerosene in the picturesque islands of French Polynesia. It's a tale of two
seemingly unrelated entities, like a statistical odd couple or a scientific buddy comedy —
let's call it "The Statistical Shenanigans of the Bayou and the Pacific."

Exploring this unexpected relationship is akin to solving a scientific riddle, akin to
unraveling the mysteries of Schroedinger's Cat, or pondering the age-old question of why
ketchup is called a vegetable in school cafeterias. The stakes are high, and the curiosity is
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palpable as we dig into the numbers, armed with our trusty p-values and correlation
coefficients, aiming to uncover the elusive truth lurking within the labyrinth of data.

The title of this expedition may raise eyebrows and draw quizzical looks, as if we just
announced an analysis of the correlation between the density of cream cheese on bagels
and the likelihood of encountering a rainbow-haired unicorn. However, fear not, dear
readers, for beneath the playful title lies rigorous inquiry and a scientific spirit that
marches steadfastly towards unveiling the unexpected.

As we navigate the intricacies of political science and energy economics, we invite you to
join us on a whimsical journey through waves of data, statistical analyses, and perhaps a
cleverly placed pun or two. So, tighten your bootstraps, sharpen your Bayesian tools, and
get ready to uncover the unlikely bond between Democrat votes in the land of the
crawfish and the consumption of kerosene in the land of pristine beaches and coconut
trees. Let's dive into the statistical swamps and sunlit shores, ready to illuminate the
intertwined realms of democratic votes and kerosene consumption.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al. (2015)", the authors find that the political landscape of Louisiana has
long been a subject of scholarly intrigue, with its colorful history, unique demographics,
and a penchant for turning political conventions into a celebratory blend of Mardi Gras
and a crawfish boil. The study meticulously dissects the partisan dynamics and voting
behaviors, laying the groundwork for subsequent inquiries into the Bayou State's political
tapestry.

Building on this foundation, "Doe and Jones (2018)" present an exhaustive analysis of
energy consumption in French Polynesia, painting a vivid picture of the archipelago's
reliance on kerosene for lighting and cooking. The juxtaposition of the tranquil
Polynesian lifestyle with the daily rhythm of kerosene usage sets the stage for our
intriguing investigation into the curious intersection of energy economics and political
preferences.

Relevant non-fiction works such as "The Energy of Nations" by Vaclav Smil and
"American Dreams: The United States Since 1945" by H.W. Brands provide invaluable
insights into the broader contexts of energy consumption and political landscapes, serving
as guiding lights in our quest to untangle the web of connections between Louisiana’s
Democratic voting patterns and French Polynesia's kerosene usage.

On a fictional note, the whimsical worlds depicted in Michael Crichton's "State of Fear"
and Tom Clancy's "The Sum of All Fears" may not directly address our research subject,
but their thrilling narratives and intricate plots serve as a refreshing diversion in the midst
of data analysis and scholarly pursuit.
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Furthermore, our investigation extends beyond conventional academic sources. Armed
with unparalleled determination, we delved into the uncharted territory of fictitious
literature, where the likes of "The Secret Diary of Lizzie Bennet" and "The Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy" await. While these literary escapades may not offer direct insights
into political votes or kerosene consumption, they certainly provided much-needed comic
relief and creative inspiration during the arduous process of data synthesis and analysis.

In a surprising turn of events, the research was also informed by unconventional
resources, including but not limited to examining the ink-stained scrolls of grocery
receipts, pondering the existential significance of fortune cookie messages, and
entertaining the peculiar permutations of the "Choose Your Own Adventure" book series.
While at first seemingly unrelated to our inquiry, these unexpected forays proved to be
oddly informative, sparking unconventional ideas and shedding light on unexplored
perspectives.

Together, these diverse sources and tangential explorations have contributed to shaping a
peculiar, entertaining, and illuminating literature review, enriching our understanding of
the seemingly disparate worlds of Democratic votes in Louisiana and kerosene
consumption in French Polynesia.

And thus, armed with the wisdom of scholarly works, the escapism of fiction, and the
unexpected insights from unconventional sources, we forge ahead to unravel the
captivating mystery that unfurls at the crossroads of political allegiance and the glow of
kerosene in the Pacific.

3. Research Approach

To tackle the perplexing connection between Democrat votes in the bayou and the
flaming interest in kerosene in French Polynesia, our research team crafted a
methodology as robust and intricate as a Rube Goldberg machine. We drew data from the
MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the Energy Information
Administration, casting our net across the vast expanse of the internet — a digital voyage
akin to traversing the Amazon River in a Wi-Fi-powered canoe.

First, we harnessed the formidable power of statistical analyses, including Pearson's
correlation coefficient, to tease out the intricacies of this bewildering relationship. This
metric of association has been calibrating scientific compasses and steering research
ships for decades, akin to the trusty sidekick in a scientific buddy movie — "Correlation
and Coeff," coming soon to theaters near you.

Further unfurling the sails of statistical rigor, we employed a time-series analysis to
navigate the tempestuous waves of data spanning from 1990 to 2020. Picture this as a

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



voyage through the tides of time, with each data point akin to a quirky island waiting to
divulge its electoral and energy economics secrets.

In harmonizing the seemingly disparate variables of Democratic votes and kerosene
consumption, we cobwebbed our statistical riggings, equations, and algorithms with stoic
determination, like a team of scientific pirates plotting their course through the fabled
Bay of P-values and the Polynesian Sea of Standard Deviations.

Lastly, we conducted a thorough control for confounding variables, sweeping the
research sea for hidden krakens of lurking biases and unforeseen statistical flotsam. Our
statistical hounds were unleashed to sniff out any suspicious correlations masquerading as
causations, akin to Sherlock Holmes donning a p-value-themed deerstalker cap and
brandishing a Bayesian magnifying glass.

Just as explorers once charted the unknown expanses of the world, we ventured into the
abyss of data armed with formidable statistical tools, unruly curiosity, and perhaps a dash
of scientific whimsy. Now, hold fast, dear readers, as we prepare to hoist the anchor and
set sail into the bewildering waters of statistical correlations and surprising scientific
synchronicities.

4. Findings

Upon delving into the data with all the fervor of a sleuth on a mission, we discovered a
staggering correlation between Democrat votes for Senators in Louisiana and the
consumption of kerosene in French Polynesia. It was as if the Bayou and the Pacific had
decided to do the statistical tango, twirling and swirling their way into a remarkable
relationship.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9355030 had us raising our metaphorical eyebrows, and
the r-squared value of 0.8751658 had us nodding our heads in approval. With a p-value of
less than 0.01, the odds of this connection being a fluke were slimmer than a statistical
error margin.

And for your visual delight, behold Fig. 1 — a scatterplot that encapsulates the
harmonious dance of the variables, illustrating the strong correlation between Democrat
votes in Louisiana and kerosene consumption in French Polynesia. It's a graph that could
inspire a ballet performance, with data points pirouetting gracefully amongst each other,
showcasing their statistical elegance.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In essence, our results speak to an unexpected bond between political leanings and energy
preferences, a connection that emerged from the sea of data like a shimmering statistical
pearl. It's a testament to the curious interplay of global influences on seemingly disparate
societal phenomena, and it beckons us to ponder the intricate tapestry of human behavior
and its interactions with energy consumption.

So, my esteemed colleagues and fellow aficionados of statistical serendipity, let us revel
in the revelation of this uncanny correlation, and marvel at the waltz of Democrat votes in
the Bayou and the consumption of kerosene in the sun-kissed paradise of French
Polynesia. For in this dance of data, we find joy, wonder, and perhaps a scientific pun or
two hidden in the margins.

5. Discussion on findings

Our findings have unveiled a relationship between Democrat votes in Louisiana and
kerosene usage in French Polynesia, as perplexing and enthralling as a quantum paradox.
The undeniable statistical coupling between these seemingly unrelated realms calls to
mind the fusion of matter and antimatter, except in this case, it’s the fusion of political
preference and illuminating energy sources.

In contrast to the view of kerosene being the sole province of grizzled lighthouse keepers
in distant lands or the secret ingredient in pirate-themed cocktails, our research sheds
light on its role as a covert messenger of political sentiment. The flickering glow of
kerosene lamps in Polynesian huts may well be a subtle semaphore to the political winds
blowing in a Louisiana voting booth.

Our results harmonize with the seminal studies of Smith et al. (2015), as they wade into
the Bayou's politico-cultural melting pot, and Doe and Jones (2018), whose careful
canvasing of kerosene usage in French Polynesia lays a robust groundwork. These prior
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investigations—serious as a peer-reviewed symposium on the mating habits of narwhals
—have paved the way for our own uncovering of this surprising relationship.

But let’s not dismiss the tangential yet vital contributions of fictional and unconventional
sources. While some may question their relevance, these eclectic inspirations acted as the
spice in our statistical gumbo, infusing our research with the unexpected zest that elevates
it beyond the mundane. After all, statistical analyses can only be enlivened by an
unexpected dash of fortune cookie wisdom or a whimsical diversion into a "Choose Your
Own Adventure" narrative.

The captivating dance of data unveiled in our results speaks to the need for
interdisciplinary discourse when pondering the heartbeat of global sociopolitical
dynamics. It’s the statistical equivalent of a physicist attending a political rally or an
economist browsing the aisles of a rustic market—a fusion of seemingly disparate worlds
that yields an epiphany as enlightening as a fully lit French Polynesian night.

So, as we contemplate the interplay of statistical forces that unite the Bayou and the
Pacific, let us not forget to embrace the humorous absurdity and the statistical elegance
hidden in the numerical labyrinth. For in these details, we find not only evidence for our
thesis but also the sheer delight of discovery, akin to stumbling upon a statistically
significant Easter egg in the digital wilderness of data.

In the ever-shifting tides of scientific inquiry, let us revel in the wonderment of such
humorous, unexpected correlations—whether it’s Democrat votes and kerosene
consumption or a whimsical dalliance with unconventional sources. After all, as
researchers, statisticians, and aficionados of scholarly humor, it is our duty to illuminate
the corridors of knowledge, even if it means shedding some light on statistical puns and
enigmatic correlations along the way.

6. Conclusion

As we bid adieu to this quirky escapade through the statistical swamps and sunlit shores,
we find ourselves awash in a whirlwind of findings that leave our academic spirits
buoyant. The remarkable correlation between Democrat votes for Senators in Louisiana
and the consumption of kerosene in French Polynesia has spurred more excitement than a
statistical rollercoaster.

So, what does this unlikely pairing of political choices and energy preferences mean for
the wider world of research and statistical shenanigans? Well, it's like discovering that the
key to unlocking the mysteries of human behavior may reside in the most unexpected of
places — much like finding the elusive missing sock at the back of the drawer.

Our exploration has not only illuminated the intertwined realms of electoral dynamics
and energy economics but also underscored the importance of embracing surprising
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connections across global influences. It's a bit like stumbling upon a scientific easter egg
hidden within the labyrinth of data, a delightful and unexpected surprise that reignites our
curiosity and passion for inquiry.

However, in the spirit of statistical closure, we assert that the dance of Democrat votes in
the Bayou and kerosene consumption in French Polynesia has been thoroughly explored
and unmasked. The time has come to hang up our researcher hats and bid farewell to this
uproarious correlation, for no more research is needed in this area. Let this be a reminder
to always approach research with an open mind, for you never know where the next
quirky statistical adventure may lead you!

And with that, we conclude our jovial journey, confident in the knowledge that we have
not only unraveled this peculiar connection but also sprinkled a dash of statistical whimsy
into the academic landscape. Until the next statistical odd couple beckons, we bid you
farewell and may your research endeavors be sprinkled with a generous dose of
unexpected correlations and memorable findings.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



