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ABSTRACT

Votes and Voyeurs: The Distracted Boyfriend Meme and Republican
Senators in Minnesota

This paper delves into the captivating world of internet memes and political preferences,
seeking to unravel the perplexing link between the popularity of the "distracted
boyfriend" meme and Republican votes for Senators in Minnesota. Leveraging data
from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and Google Trends,
we conducted a comprehensive analysis spanning the years 2006 to 2020. Our findings
revealed a positively shocking correlation coefficient of 0.9503880 and a staggeringly
significant p-value of less than 0.01. The unexpected alignment of these seemingly
disparate phenomena prompts a reevaluation of the interplay between online culture
and political leanings, shedding light on the meme-orable impact of digital distractions in
the realm of political decision-making.
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I. Introduction

The age of the internet is awash with a cacophony of memes, from the timeless classics like the
"distracted boyfriend" to the trendy and transient creations that ebb and flow with the digital
tides. Meanwhile, in the realm of politics, the ebb and flow of votes and political leanings is a
dance as old as time — or at least as old as democracy. This study seeks to untangle the enigmatic
web that connects these seemingly unrelated domains: the world of memes and the realm of

political votes.

The "distracted boyfriend" meme, with its allure of ambiguous glances and pop culture
relevance, has captured the attention of internet users across the globe. But what could this
captivating image macro possibly have to do with the political landscape of Minnesota and the

voting patterns of Republican Senators?

The pursuit of this connection led to the assembly of a vast and varied dataset, ranging from the
voting records of Senators in Minnesota to the fluctuations in the popularity of the "distracted
boyfriend" meme on the internet. This endeavor involved a veritable smorgasbord of statistical
analyses, from correlation coefficients to regression models, offering a cornucopia of cyberspace

and political insights.

As we embark on this scholarly adventure, we must exercise caution in navigating the
treacherous waters of correlation and causation, akin to sailors charting a course through a sea of
memes and political ideologies. However, armed with our trusty statistical compass and an

insatiable curiosity, we shall endeavor to unravel the mystery that lies at the intersection of
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digital ephemera and political predilections. This study aims not only to entertain with its
unexpected findings but also to provoke contemplation on the quirky nuances of human behavior

in the digital age.

II. Literature Review

In "Smith, et al.," the authors find that internet memes play a significant role in shaping
contemporary culture and communication patterns. Similarly, "Doe and Jones" delve into the
social impact of digital imagery and its influence on individual perceptions and behaviors. These
studies lay the foundation for our exploration of the peculiar intersection between internet
memes and political preferences, particularly as manifested in the context of Republican votes

for Senators in Minnesota.

Moving beyond the realm of academia, "The Selfish Gene" by Richard Dawkins presents a
compelling perspective on human behavior and the transmission of cultural traits, which may
offer insight into the diffusion and perpetuation of internet memes like the "distracted boyfriend."
Furthermore, "The Tipping Point" by Malcolm Gladwell examines the dissemination of trends
and ideas within society, potentially shedding light on the viral nature of internet memes and

their impact on public consciousness.

On a more fictional note, the works of Terry Pratchett, particularly "Going Postal," provide a
whimsical yet astute commentary on human folly and the influence of media and messaging. In a

similarly fantastical vein, Neil Gaiman's "American Gods" offers a contemporary mythological
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framework through which to contemplate the power of symbols and icons in shaping societal

beliefs and actions.

From the realm of childhood nostalgia, the cartoon "Scooby-Doo" comes to mind, with its
thematic exploration of mystery, intrigue, and unexpected revelations. Similarly, the educational
series "Sesame Street" presents a playful yet didactic approach to human behavior, underscoring
the multifaceted influences that shape individual decisions and inclinations. While these cultural
touchstones may seem far removed from our academic inquiry, their thematic exploration of

curiosity, discovery, and the unexpected mirrors the spirit of our undertaking.

In sum, the exploration of the connection between Republican votes for Senators in Minnesota
and the popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme invites a playful and diverse array of
scholarly and fictional perspectives, promising to unravel a tapestry as colorful and unpredictable

as the memes that adorn the digital landscape.

ITI. Methodology

A hodgepodge of data sources was scrutinized to reveal the curious nexus of Republican votes

for Senators in Minnesota and the zeitgeist of the "distracted boyfriend" meme. Leveraging the
troves of information from the MIT Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, and the
digital pulse of Google Trends, our research team embarked on an odyssey through the choppy

seas of data collection and analysis.

To quantify the popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme, the Google Trends data were

harvested, as this platform provides a window into the collective consciousness of internet
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denizens regarding their fervent engagements with memes. This index of meme momentum from

2006 to 2020 served as a barometer of the ebb and flow of the meme's digital dominance.

Meanwhile, the political landscape of Minnesota and the voting behavior of Republican Senators
were meticulously tabulated from the archives of the MIT Election Data and Science Lab,

granting a panoramic view into the kaleidoscopic realm of political choices and party allegiance.

Subsequently, armed with this amalgam of data, we embarked on a grand voyage through the
simulated seas of statistical analysis. Correlation coefficients were summoned forth to assess the
apparent interplay between the popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme and the Republican
support for Senators in Minnesota. A notable rendezvous with regression models was also

arranged to discern the potential predictive power of the meme's appeal on the political stage.

Lastly, the statistical significance of our findings was scrutinized with the zeal of a meme
aficionado dissecting the nuances of a viral creation. Hypothesis testing, accompanied by the
unveiling of p-values and confidence intervals, was deployed to bestow the sheen of statistical

significance on the serendipitous correlations that skulked within the datasets.

In the pursuit of this scholarly escapade, we navigated the ebbs and flows of data, charts, and
statistical software, ever vigilant against the treacherous siren songs of erroneous conclusions.
Through this melange of data deluge and statistical scrutiny, the tides of digital culture and
political sway were probed, offering a titillating rendition of the dance between memes and

political predilections.

IV. Results
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The enthralling interplay between the popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme and the
electoral decisions of Republican Senators in Minnesota has yielded some truly eye-opening
results. Our analysis uncovered a positively staggering correlation coefficient of 0.9503880,
indicating a remarkably strong relationship between these seemingly unrelated variables. The R-
squared value of 0.9032373 further emphasizes the robustness of this correlation, suggesting that
approximately 90.3% of the variation in Republican votes for Senators in Minnesota can be

explained by the popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme.

The p-value of less than 0.01 provides compelling evidence of the statistical significance of this
association, rendering it not just a mere coincidence or a fluke of data but a bona fide
phenomenon that demands further inquiry. In other words, the likelihood of obtaining such a
strong correlation by random chance is exceedingly low, reinforcing the notion that there is

indeed a substantial relationship between these two variables.

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot visually encapsulates the robustness of the correlation, illustrating a tight
clustering of data points that follows a clear upward trend. The figure serves as a compelling
visual testament to the remarkable connection between Republican votes for Senators in

Minnesota and the allure of the "distracted boyfriend" meme.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This unexpected alignment of internet frivolity and political preferences may seem as outlandish
as a quantum physicist randomly using puns, but our findings elucidate the intriguing interplay
between online culture and political inclinations. As we delve deeper into the labyrinthine
recesses of digital culture, it becomes evident that the influence of memes transcends the
boundaries of entertainment, seeping into the fabric of political decision-making with a
captivating and confounding allure. Indeed, this study serves as a poignant reminder that in the
fickle and fantastical realm of cyberspace, even the most seemingly whimsical phenomena can

wield a palpable impact on the serious and staid domain of politics.

V. Discussion

The unearthed correlation between the Republican votes for Senators in Minnesota and the
popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme has opened a Pandora's box of perplexing yet
compelling insights. Our findings not only support the existing literature on the influence of
internet memes on sociocultural phenomena but also add a quirky twist to the age-old debate of

whether politics and playfulness can coexist.
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As we revisit the scholarly and fictional lenses through which we approached this investigation,
the gravity of our results juxtaposed with the whimsy of our literature review becomes as striking
as a statistical outlier. The works of Richard Dawkins take on an unexpected profundity, akin to a
meme with hidden layers of meaning. While "The Selfish Gene" may have initially seemed like a
tangential reference, its exploration of cultural transmission resonates deeply with the meme's

viral spread and enduring impact.

Moreover, the insights from Malcolm Gladwell's "The Tipping Point" acquire a newfound
resonance, much like discovering a meme's hidden symbolism. Just as Gladwell delves into the
heretofore uncharted terrain of social epidemics, our findings unveil the contagion of digital
distractions in the realm of political decision-making. We have inadvertently stumbled upon a
"tipping point" where online frivolity intersects with the gravity of electoral choices,

underscoring the nuanced interplay between seemingly incongruous domains.

Returning to the whimsical realm evoked by Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman, our findings
embody the blend of levity and profundity encapsulated in their works. The seemingly disparate
worlds of memes and political preferences converge in a manner reminiscent of Pratchett's astute
commentary on human folly, as if digital distractions and electoral decisions were but pawns in a

cosmic chess game.

From an empirical standpoint, the robust correlation coefficient and R-squared value substantiate
the genuine magnitude of the relationship between these variables. They stand as stark evidence
that the allure of the "distracted boyfriend" meme exerts a tangible influence on the electoral
landscape in Minnesota, much like a meme holding sway over online discourse. The p-value, like

a meticulous investigator, sheds light on the statistical significance of this association,

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



corroborating that the likelihood of this correlation occurring by mere happenstance is as remote

as an inconspicuous outlier in a sea of data points.

As we grapple with the implications of our findings, we are faced with a revelation as striking as
an unexpected statistical anomaly: the digital expanse, with its seemingly frivolous memes and
ephemeral diversions, permeates the very fabric of political decision-making. Our investigation
stands as a testament to the capacity of internet culture to leave an indelible imprint on the
seemingly disparate domains of politics and civic engagement. Indeed, the "distracted boyfriend"
meme, with its seemingly innocuous depiction of distracted infatuation, emerges as an unwitting
protagonist in the intricate narrative of electoral preferences, much like a surprising variable

exerting unforeseen influence in a statistical model.

VI1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the unlikely pairing of the "distracted boyfriend" meme and
Republican votes for Senators in Minnesota has yielded astonishing results. The correlation
coefficient of 0.9503880 is as strong as a well-brewed cup of coffee, leaving little room for doubt
about the uncanny link between these variables. The statistically significant p-value of less than
0.01 is rarer than a unicorn sighting at a statistics conference, reinforcing the robustness of this

correlation and dismissing any suspicions of mere happenstance.

While some may jest that this correlation is as dubious as a scientist's attempt at stand-up

comedy, our findings underscore the profound impact of internet culture on political behavior.
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The allure of the "distracted boyfriend" meme, with its tantalizing ambiguity, seems to have

beguiled not only netizens but also voters in the Land of 10,000 Lakes.

This unexpected alignment of cyber whimsy and political proclivities urges us to tread carefully
in the labyrinthine corridors of digital culture, for the influence of memes knows no bounds.
Perhaps it is time to expand the scope of political campaign strategies to incorporate meme
marketing, or even establish the "Meme Party" as a formidable political force. After all, in the
realm of online engagement, a well-timed meme could be more influential than a well-crafted

policy proposal.

In light of these revelatory findings, it is unequivocally clear that further research in this domain
is unnecessary. The correlation between the popularity of the "distracted boyfriend" meme and
Republican votes for Senators in Minnesota is as firm as a scientist's belief in the laws of

physics. Therefore, it is with utmost confidence that we assert: the case is closed.
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