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In this study, we delved into the whimsical world of correlations between air pollution levels and the
peculiar phenomenon of individuals searching for 'attacked by a squirrel' in Beaumont, Texas. While
the topic might seem comical, our findings shed light on potential impacts of environmental factors
on human behavior. Our research team utilized data from the Environmental Protection Agency to
measure air quality, and Google Trends provided insights into search patterns for squirrel-related
incidents. The analysis yielded a statistically significant correlation coefficient of 0.8454641 (p <
0.01) for the years 2004 to 2018. Our research uncovered a startling connection between spikes in
air pollution and an uptick in Google searches related to squirrel attacks. One might say that the
correlation was un-brrr-lievable, but the numbers don't lie! It appears that when the air quality in
Beaumont takes a turn for the worse, so does the fear of unsuspecting residents encountering
aggressive squirrels. This peculiar correlation could provide a new angle for environmental policy
discussions and public health initiatives. After all, it's not every day that air pollution and animal
encounters intersect in such an unexpected manner. In conclusion, our study highlights the
importance of considering the potential behavioral implications of environmental factors. While the
phrase "attacked by a squirrel" might raise a chuckle, our findings suggest that air pollution in
Beaumont, Texas could have broader impacts than previously thought. As researchers, we must
always keep our eyes peeled for unexpected connections, just like wary residents of Beaumont watch
out for those mischievous woodland critters.

In recent years, the field of environmental
research has seen a shift towards
investigating the potential effects of air
pollution on human behavior and well-
being. While the harmful impacts of
pollutants on physical health are well-
documented, there is growing interest in
exploring their influence on mental and
emotional states. It is in this context that
our study delves into the quirky
correlation between air pollution in
Beaumont, Texas, and Google searches
for the peculiar query ‘'attacked by a
squirrel'.

Now, before we begin our scholarly
exploration, let's not squirrel away from
some good old dad humor. What do you
call a squirrel that loves to read? A book-
aneer! We just couldn't resist warming up
with a pun before delving into such
unconventional research.

As we venture into the hinterlands of
environmental and behavioral science, it
is crucial to approach our investigation
with both scientific rigor and a dash of
humor. After all, how often does one get
to marry the seriousness of air pollution
with the whimsy of squirrel-related
internet searches?
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Despite the seemingly lighthearted nature
of our topic, the implications of our
findings may have serious ramifications
for public health and environmental
policies. This correlation might just be the
acorn of a much larger oak tree of
research into the unexpected connections
between environmental factors and
human behavior.

But before we go nuts with the
investigation, let's acknowledge the
elephant (or should we say squirrel?) in
the room: why 'attacked by a squirrel'?
Well, curiosity may have killed the cat,
but it led us to some fascinating insights
about how environmental stressors can
manifest in unexpected ways in the minds
of individuals.

So, brace yourselves for an
unconventional journey through the
correlation between air quality and
squirrel-induced anxieties, because this
paper promises to be a nutty ride!

LITERATURE REVIEW

Smith and Doe (2015) investigate the
relationship between air pollution and
public health in urban areas. Their study
reveals the detrimental effects of poor air
quality on respiratory diseases and
overall well-being. Jones et al. (2017)
further emphasize the need for stringent
environmental regulations to mitigate the
adverse impacts of pollution on human
health. As these studies lay the
groundwork for wunderstanding the
serious consequences of air pollution, our
research aims to take a step into the
unexpected realm of its potential
influence on public anxieties related to
squirrel encounters.

Now, let's branch out into some non-
fiction books that provide insights into the
peculiar behaviors of squirrels and the
impact of environmental factors. In
"Squirrely  Situations: A Guide to
Understanding Rodent Behavior" by A.
Nutt, the author delves into the peculiar
antics of squirrels and their interactions

with humans in wurban environments.
Additionally, "The Air We Breathe:
Exploring the Effects of Pollution" by P. U.
Rifier provides an in-depth examination of
the health implications of air pollution,
setting the stage for our interdisciplinary
inquiry.

But why stop there? Let's leap into the
fictional universe with books that touch
upon animal-related fears and
environmental themes. In the classic tale
"The Nutty Professor" by ]J. Squirrel, the
protagonist's comical escapades in a
world filled with eccentric woodland
creatures provide a whimsical backdrop
for exploring the intersection of wildlife
and human experiences.

As we delve deeper into the quirky
correlation between air pollution and
fears of squirrel encounters, it's
important not to overlook the insights
that can be gained from unexpected
sources. Even children's cartoons and
shows offer valuable perspectives.
Remember the cartoon character with a
notorious fear of squirrels? That's right,
in the animated series "Squirrel Scare" -
the protagonist's comical antics while
dealing with squirrel-induced fears
highlight the relatable nature of our
research topic.

Now, we don't mean to sound nuts, but
sometimes the most unexpected sources
can offer valuable insights. Getting to the
root of this correlation requires a
willingness to embrace unconventional
avenues of exploration. And after all, who
wouldn't be curious about the connection
between air pollution and internet
searches for 'attacked by a squirrel'? It's
a nutty mystery waiting to be cracked!

METHODOLOGY

To unveil the elusive connection between
air pollution and Google searches for
'‘attacked by a squirrel' in Beaumont,
Texas, we employed a multi-faceted
approach that balanced scientific rigor
with a touch of whimsy. Our research
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team donned our metaphorical squirrel-
catching hats and scoured the digital
woods for data from 2004 to 2018,
embarking on a quest to uncover the
telltale signs of this unexpected
correlation.

First, we gathered data on air pollution
levels from the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) database, casting our net
wide to capture a comprehensive picture
of Beaumont's atmospheric conditions
over the 15-year period. Our intrepid
researchers sifted through a veritable
smog of information, ensuring that no
particulate matter of data was left
unturned. One might say we were on a
mission to clear the air, both figuratively
and literally!

Next, we turned to the virtual arboretum
of Google Trends, where we diligently
tracked the frequency of searches for the
phrase 'attacked by a squirrel' originating
from Beaumont, Texas. This digital forest
of data provided valuable insights into the
ebb and flow of squirrel-related concerns
among the denizens of Beaumont. As we
navigated through this virtual woodland,
we maintained a keen eye for any signs of
statistical divergence that might signal a
peculiar correlation with air pollution
levels.

Now, one might wonder, how did we
wrangle these seemingly disparate
datasets into submission? Well, just as a
resourceful squirrel gathers acorns for
the winter, we employed statistical
techniques to tease out the underlying
patterns within our datasets. Utilizing a
combination of time-series analysis and
correlation testing, we sought to unveil
the hidden dance between air pollution
and squirrel-related cyber inquiries, all
while maintaining a sense of humor that
echoed the playful spirit of our unusual
research topic.

Finally, we subjected our findings to
rigorous statistical scrutiny, ensuring that
our conclusions were as robust as a well-
built  squirrel nest. Through the
application of advanced statistical

modeling, we quantified the strength and
significance of the observed correlation,
arming ourselves with concrete evidence
to support our unorthodox yet compelling
hypothesis.

In essence, our methodology involved a
harmonious blend of digital spelunking,
statistical acrobatics, and a healthy dose
of humor to shed light on the unexpected
union of air pollution and squirrel-related
apprehensions. It was a research journey
unlike any other, where scientific inquiry
met the whimsical intrigue of human-
animal interactions, all while proudly
wearing our academic safari hats. After
all, when it comes to unraveling the
mysteries of the environment, a little bit
of lightheartedness can go a long way!

RESULTS

The analysis of data collected from the
Environmental Protection Agency and
Google Trends revealed a strong positive
correlation between air pollution levels
and Google searches for 'attacked by a
squirrel’ in Beaumont, Texas. The
correlation coefficient between these
variables was found to be 0.8454641,
indicating a robust relationship during
the period from 2004 to 2018.

The r-squared value of 0.7148095 further
exemplifies the substantial proportion of
variance in squirrel-related search
activity that is explained by fluctuations in
air pollution levels. This suggests that
approximately 71.5% of the variability in
the frequency of 'attacked by a squirrel'
searches can be attributed to changes in
air quality. One might say this correlation
has really "squirreled away" a lot of the
mystery surrounding potential
connections between air pollution and
internet search behavior!

The p-value of less than 0.01 adds a
cherry on top of our statistical sundae,
providing strong evidence to reject the
null hypothesis and confirm that the
observed correlation is not due to random
chance. It's clear as daylight (or maybe
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clear as a smoggy day in Beaumont) that
there's something substantial going on
here.

Years 2004-2018, r=0.845, p<0.01

3% 1
2.5% 1
2% 1 2
1.5%
1%

0.5% 1 e 8

Air pollution in Beaumont,
Texas

0% o oo @
0 25 5 75 10 125

Google searches for 'attacked
by a squirrel'

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig. 1 illustrates the correlation with a
scatterplot that unmistakably displays the
upward trend between air pollution levels
and searches related to squirrel
encounters. You could say that the
relationship is as clear as... well, smog.

As we anticipated, our findings
underscore the unusual but compelling
association between environmental
factors and internet search behavior
related to squirrel encounters. It's a
reminder that even the most unexpected
connections can lead to valuable insights.

Paws for a moment and consider this:
What do you get when you cross a
squirrel with an elephant? An animal that
remembers where it buried its nuts! Now,
let's not forget that our research has
uncovered a significant correlation that
shouldn't be brushed aside as simply a
nutty coincidence.

DISCUSSION

Our study unearthed a substantial and
statistically significant correlation
between air pollution levels in Beaumont,
Texas and the frequency of Google
searches for 'attacked by a squirrel'. The
robust correlation coefficient of
0.8454641 not only reinforces previous
research on the serious impacts of air

pollution on public health but also adds a
whimsical twist by highlighting its
potential influence on public fears related
to squirrel encounters.

Taking a leaf out of A. Nutt's "Squirrely
Situations: A Guide to Understanding
Rodent Behavior," it's evident that
environmental disturbances, such as air
pollution, can disrupt the natural
behaviors of squirrels, potentially leading
to altered interactions with humans. This
disruption may contribute to an increase
in human apprehension and, hence, the
surge in searches related to squirrel
attacks during periods of poor air quality.
The narrative of 'attacked by a squirrel'
searches is not just a flight of fancy; it
integrates unexpected insights from both
environmental science and public anxiety.

In line with the findings of Smith and Doe
(2015) and Jones et al. (2017), our
research underscores the need to
consider the behavioral implications of
environmental factors. The comical
undertones of our findings should not
detract from their serious implications.
Indeed, as P. U. Rifier's "The Air We
Breathe: Exploring the Effects of
Pollution" suggests, the influence of air
pollution extends beyond physical health
and can permeate into psychological and
emotional well-being, as reflected in the
unexpected surge of online searches for
squirrel-related incidents in Beaumont.

But perhaps it's not all doom and gloom.
In the fictional realm of "Squirrel Scare"
and "The Nutty Professor," we find a
storytelling testament to the intertwining
of wildlife, environmental concerns, and
human experiences. Our study
underscores the value of interdisciplinary
inquiry and the importance of
approaching research with an open mind.
As ]J. Squirrel's classic tale suggests,
sometimes the most curious connections
could be hidden in plain sight, just
waiting for an intrepid group of
researchers to uncover.

In conclusion, our study not only validates
the unexpected correlation between air
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pollution and Google searches for
'‘attacked by a squirrel' but also
emphasizes the need for a broader
consideration of the behavioral impacts of
environmental factors. The un-brrr-
lievable statistical significance of this
correlation urges us to take a pause and
recognize the potential ripple effects of
air pollution on public anxieties, even if
the phrase "attacked by a squirrel" might
conjure a chuckle. After all, in the world
of research, just like in the forests of
Beaumont, unexpected connections can
often lead to the most valuable
discoveries. And on that note, let's not
squirrel away from pondering the
potential impacts of environmental
factors on our daily lives!

CONCLUSION

In summary, our study has peeled back
the layers of the curious -correlation
between air pollution levels and Google
searches for 'attacked by a squirrel' in
Beaumont, Texas, leading us to some
unexpected nut-cracking revelations. Our
findings revealed a robust positive
correlation, indicating that as air
pollution levels soar, so does the concern
over potential squirrel encounters. It's
like the squirrels are saying, "if we can't
breathe fresh air, why should they?"

But let's not squirrel away from the
serious implications of our work. This
correlation sheds light on the potential
psychological impacts of environmental
stressors and emphasizes the need for
multifaceted approaches to public health
and environmental policy. It's a poignant
reminder that the fallout from air
pollution extends beyond respiratory
health and delves into the realm of
unexpected human-animal interactions.
Who would've thought that an increase in
pollution could lead to an wuptick in
squirrel-related distress? It's a tale as old
as time, really - air pollution meets
squirrel confusion, and the internet gets
involved.

Now, as much as we'd love to continue
making squirrel jokes until the cows come
home, it's time to put this research to
bed. No more research is needed in this
area, as we've already uncovered enough
nutty correlations to keep us entertained.
Let's leave the squirrels and the air to
their own devices and squirrel away some
time for a different kind of research.
Remember, when it comes to squirrels
and air pollution, our study has cracked
the nut wide open!

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



