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Abstract

This  paper  investigates  the  connection between nuclear  power  generation in  Mexico and the
average number of likes on AsapSCIENCE YouTube videos, utilizing a blend of serious statistical
analysis and lighthearted inquiry. Through the lens of correlation analysis, the study delves into
the juxtaposition of nuclear energy and the fascinating world of science-based entertainment on
social media. The results reveal a surprisingly strong positive correlation, with a coefficient of
0.8735022  and  statistical  significance  at  p  <  0.01,  spanning  the  years  2012  to  2021.  The
implications  of  this  unexpected  relationship  prompt  reflection  on  the  interconnectedness  of
seemingly disparate phenomena, urging both the scientific and nuclear energy communities to
ponder the unexplored potentials of social media engagement.

1.  Introduction

INTRODUCTION

     As the famous physicist Neil deGrasse Tyson once said, "Science is a way of thinking
much more than it is a body of knowledge." With this sentiment in mind, our study seeks
to unravel the enigmatic and somewhat bewildering connection between two seemingly
unrelated phenomena: nuclear power generation in Mexico and the average number of
likes on AsapSCIENCE YouTube videos.

     When we initially stumbled upon this perplexing juxtaposition, we were struck by the
sheer absurdity of attempting to draw a correlation between nuclear reactors and viral
science content on social media. However, being the intrepid researchers that we are, we
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decided to embark on this unconventional journey of statistical analysis and humorous
inquiry to decipher the underlying relationship, if any, between the two variables.

     First and foremost, let's acknowledge the distinctiveness of our subjects. Nuclear
power, with its complex infrastructure and potent energy output, stands as a behemoth in
the realm of energy production. On the other hand, AsapSCIENCE, with its whimsical
animations and quirky explanations of scientific concepts, captivates audiences through
engaging and educational content. The two appear as distant cousins at best, and, quite
frankly, we'd be forgiven for thinking the idea is as preposterous as finding a Higgs boson
in a haystack.

     Nevertheless, as in all things scientific, we weren't content to merely accept the status
quo.  We  proceeded  to  examine  the  available  data  with  the  utmost  meticulousness,
determined to uncover any glimmer of a relationship, no matter how faint or seemingly
implausible.  Armed with statistical  tools,  a  smidgen of skepticism,  and an arsenal  of
science-themed puns, we set out to blend the serious business of correlation analysis with
a liberal dash of levity and jest.

     Join us as we embark on this whimsical odyssey, where the serious rigors of statistical
analysis collide with the quirkiness of social media metrics and the power of nuclear
fission. As we unravel the skein of data, we promise an awe-inspiring journey through t-
tests, p-values, and the unexpected whims of the internet. En garde, statistical adventure
awaits!

2.  Literature Review

The investigation of the connection between nuclear power generation in Mexico and the
average number of likes on AsapSCIENCE YouTube videos has garnered interest from
both serious scientific inquiry and whimsical exploration. In "Smith et al.," the authors
analyze the potential societal impacts of nuclear power and the dissemination of science-
related content on social media, highlighting the unexpected convergence of these two
domains. Furthermore, "Doe and Jones" offer an insightful examination of the cultural
and economic implications of nuclear power generation, hinting at the possibility of a
subtle, yet significant link to the world of online science communication.

Now,  let  us  venture  into  the  realms  of  non-fiction  literature  that  shed  light  on  the
enigmatic interplay between nuclear energy and social media. "The Power of the Atom: A
Comprehensive Study of Nuclear Energy" by Dr. Irene Rutherford provides a scholarly
exploration of nuclear power's technological and societal dimensions, offering invaluable
insights  into  the  potential  forces  at  play  in  our  inquiry.  Additionally,  "Social  Media
Anthropology: Unveiling the Digital Tapestry" by Professor James McPherson uncovers
the  intricate  web  of  interactions  within  the  digital  sphere,  hinting  at  the  potential
influence of nuclear developments on online discourse.
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In  the  realm  of  fiction,  where  the  boundaries  of  imagination  know  no  bounds,  we
encounter works that stoke the fires of curiosity and contemplation. "Atomic Alchemy: A
Science Fiction Saga" by Lila  Starship weaves  a  tale  of  nuclear  wonders and digital
escapades,  beckoning  readers  into  a  world  of  speculative  musings  and  unforeseen
connections. Similarly, "The Cybernuclear Chronicles" by Terry Sciencefield introduces a
universe  where  technological  marvels  and  atomic  sorcery  converge,  inviting
contemplation of unforeseen connections and peculiar juxtapositions.

As we descend further into the depths of unexpected sources of insight, we have combed
through eclectic compositions that may hold unexpected wisdom. The back of a shampoo
bottle, a surprising and yet oddly enlightening read, proved to be the unexpected muse for
an unconventional perspective on the fusion of nuclear prowess and social media allure.
Here, amidst instructions for lathering and rinsing, lay nuggets of wit and wisdom that, in
a startling twist, catalyzed a thought-provoking introspection on the interplay of disparate
phenomena.

The wide-ranging sources encountered in this eclectic review serve as testament to the
diverse tapestry of knowledge and inspiration that can inform the scholarly pursuit of
understanding the correlation, no matter how implausible it may seem, between nuclear
power generation in Mexico and the average number of likes on AsapSCIENCE YouTube
videos.

3.  Research Approach

METHODOLOGY

     To unravel the peculiar connection between nuclear power generation in Mexico and
the  average  number  of  likes  on  AsapSCIENCE  YouTube  videos,  a  medley  of
mathematical  machinations  and  statistical  shenanigans  were  employed.  The  quest  for
correlation  amidst  this  seemingly  disparate  duo  necessitated  a  blend  of  serious
quantitative  analysis  and  lighthearted  exploration,  reminiscent  of  a  mad  scientist
concocting an alchemical brew of numbers and internet whimsy.

     Data  for  nuclear  power  generation  in  Mexico  were  sourced  from  the  Energy
Information Administration, capturing the years 2012 to 2021. The variance in nuclear
energy production across these years, akin to the ebb and flow of subatomic particles,
formed the  backbone of  our  inquiry.  As for  the  AsapSCIENCE YouTube videos,  the
average number of likes for each video was meticulously extracted from the depths of the
internet,  akin  to  a  scavenger  hunt  through the  labyrinthine  corridors  of  social  media
stardom.

     With a flotilla of Excel spreadsheets and a battalion of statistical software, we set sail
on a tumultuous sea of data analysis. Our first port of call was to gauge the individual

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



trends of nuclear power generation and YouTube likes, akin to charting the celestial paths
of distant stars and viral video phenomena. Subsequently, the entwining of these datasets,
reminiscent of an intricate double helix, was undertaken through the formidable dance of
correlation analysis.

     A Pearson correlation coefficient emerged from these statistical waltzes, offering a
numerical  encapsulation  of  the  degree  of  association  between  these  two  seemingly
incongruous  entities.  The  coefficient  symbolized  the  tango  of  nuclear  prowess  and
internet adoration, daring us to confront the interplay of gravity-defying nuclear fission
and the captivating allure of scientific knowledge.

     Statistical significance, like a hidden treasure buried at the heart of the dataset, was
sought through the hallowed ritual of hypothesis testing and p-values. With a fervent zeal
resembling a  quest for the elusive philosopher's  stone,  we unearthed the p-value that
propelled our findings into the realm of certainty, allowing our correlation to stand firm
against the vigorous scrutiny of scientific inquiry.

     In summation, the journey from the staid corridors of nuclear power facilities to the
whimsical realms of YouTube engagement was not merely a scientific odyssey, but a
jovial escapade through the byzantine labyrinths of statistical analysis and social media
quirks. The vignettes of data and the gallant p-values were our allies, guiding us through
cloudy  seas  of  skepticism and  leading  us  to  the  shores  of  discovery,  where  nuclear
reactors  and YouTube likes  converged in  harmonious correlation.  Join  us  now as  we
present the swashbuckling findings of this uproarious endeavors. Onward, to the results!

4.  Findings

    The statistical analysis of the data gathered from Energy Information Administration
and  YouTube led  to  some truly  astounding  and unexpected  findings.  The  correlation
coefficient (r) between nuclear power generation in Mexico and the average number of
likes  on  AsapSCIENCE  YouTube  videos  was  a  whopping  0.8735022,  indicating  a
remarkably  strong  positive  correlation.  This  result  left  us  positively  charged  with
excitement, as we had anticipated a far more nuclear outcome!

    Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  was  calculated  to  be
0.7630061, revealing that approximately 76.3% of the variability in the average number
of likes on AsapSCIENCE YouTube videos can be explained by the variability in nuclear
power generation in Mexico. This implies that the nuclear factor plays a significant role
in shaping the online sentiments  toward science-related content,  which is  truly mind-
blowing!
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    The level of statistical significance, denoted as p, was found to be less than 0.01. This
result  indicates that the relationship between these two variables is highly unlikely to
have occurred by mere chance, reinforcing the notion that there is indeed a substantial
connection between nuclear power and the popularity of science-themed videos on social
media.  It  seems  that  the  nuclear  reactor  of  engagement  and  the  fusion  of  scientific
curiosity have an undeniable synergy that extends from reactors to reactors...and reactors
to reactors!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

    This unexpected harmony between nuclear power generation and the online appeal of
science  content  is  visually  depicted  in  Figure  1,  a  scatterplot  showcasing  the  strong
positive correlation between the two variables.  The points  on the scatterplot  form an
almost ethereal pattern, illustrating how the allure of nuclear energy and the fascination
with science on social media merge in an unexpected dance of statistical significance.

    The implications of these findings are electrifying, urging us to ponder the uncharted
frontiers  of  social  media  influence  and  the  unexplored  intersections  between  nuclear
energy and digital engagement. It seems that when it comes to the nuclear 'reactor' to
success, the power of online engagement and the enormity of atomic energy are indeed
dynamically entwined. This study serves as a testament to the serendipity of research and
the hidden connections that await discovery in the most unlikely of places.

5.  Discussion on findings

The correlation between nuclear power generation in Mexico and the average number of
likes  on  AsapSCIENCE YouTube  videos,  while  initially  met  with  a  healthy  dose  of
skepticism, has unearthed a veritable treasure trove of unexpected insights. Our findings
not only substantiate the prior research by Smith et al. and Doe and Jones but also extend
a  bridge  between  the  realms  of  nuclear  power  and  the  enigmatic  world  of  YouTube
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engagement. As we delve into a discussion of the results, it becomes clear that the fusion
of these seemingly unrelated domains yields an explosive synergy.

The strong positive correlation coefficient (r = 0.8735022) discovered in our study echoes
the lighthearted contemplations put forth in "Atomic Alchemy" and "The Cybernuclear
Chronicles."  It  seems  that  the  alluring  magnetism  of  nuclear  energy,  much  like  the
haphazard attraction of particles within a collider, exerts a significant pull on the digital
realm, shaping the way in which science-related content is received and engaged with
online.  The coefficient of determination (r-squared = 0.7630061) provides compelling
evidence that approximately 76.3% of the variance in AsapSCIENCE YouTube likes can
be  explained  by variations  in  nuclear  power  generation  in  Mexico,  underscoring  the
palpable impact of nuclear prowess on virtual science enthusiasts.

In the grand scheme of scholarly pursuits, it's not every day that a study yields results of
such magnitude. The statistical significance (p < 0.01) of the relationship between these
two  seemingly  incongruous  variables  tantalizingly  suggests  that  the  convergence  of
nuclear energy and science-themed social media content is no serendipitous coincidence.
Indeed,  it  appears  that  the  gravitational  pull  of  nuclear  power  transcends  physical
boundaries, extending its reach into the digital domain with an irresistible force, much
like the gravity of a well-proven statistical relationship.

The  implications  of  these  groundbreaking  insights  extend  beyond  the  confines  of
statistical analysis and into the realm of societal impact. The enigmatic allure of nuclear
power and the magnetic  resonance of  science communication  on social  media,  when
viewed through the lens of our results, paint a vivid picture of a world brimming with
unexpected interconnections. As we ponder the perplexing enigma of this correlation, we
find  ourselves  immersed  in  a  world  where  the  unexpected  juxtaposition  of  nuclear
generators and digital 'likes' sparks an electrifying chain reaction of contemplation and
inquiry.

Indeed,  the  unexpected  harmony  between  nuclear  power  generation  and  the  virtual
embrace  of  science-themed  content  on  YouTube  exemplifies  the  humorously
unpredictable nature of research. It seems that in the wondrous dance of statistics, the
fusion of disparate domains can yield results that not only broaden our understanding but
also serve as a testament to the serendipity of scientific exploration. As we continue to
unravel the tangled web of correlations,  it  becomes abundantly clear that  the nuclear
'reactor' to success may, in fact, be intertwined with the allure of digital engagement in a
manner that transcends conventional wisdom and invites further exploration.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has brought to light the shocking revelation that there exists a
robust and positively charged correlation between nuclear power generation in Mexico

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and the average number of likes on AsapSCIENCE YouTube videos. The as-tounding
coefficient of 0.8735022 has left  us feeling like we've split  the statistical  atom! Who
would have thought that nuclear reactors could be so captivating, both in the physical and
virtual realms?

The  statistical  significance  at  p  <  0.01  indicates  that  this  connection  is  no  mere
coincidence – it's the real deal! We've gone from contemplating neutrons and protons to
pondering likes and subscribes – truly a quantum leap in our research endeavors.

As we wrap up this  electrifying journey,  we are confident  in  asserting  that  no more
research is needed in this area.  The synergy between nuclear reactors and reactors of
engagement on social media has been laid bare for all to marvel at. It's a fusion of science
and statistical sorcery that has left us positively radioactive with excitement.

So, fellow researchers, let's bid adieu to this quirky odyssey of statistical analysis and
lighthearted inquiry. In the wise words of Marie Curie, "Nothing in life is to be feared, it
is only to be understood." And indeed, in our pursuit of understanding, we've stumbled
upon a correlation that is truly one for the atoms!
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