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Abstract

In this study, we set out to investigate the unlikely, yet compelling, link between the popularity of the 
'thanks Obama' meme and the frequency of Google searches for burn centers. Combining data from 
Google Trends and Google searches, our research team found a striking correlation that left us burnt out 
with excitement. With a correlation coefficient of 0.9707285 and p < 0.01 for the period from 2007 to 2023,
our findings suggest that there may indeed be a fiery connection between the two seemingly unrelated 
phenomena. As we delve into the data, we offer a tongue-in-cheek exploration of potential explanations 
for this unexpected relationship, from political satire-induced injuries to the aftermath of fiery debates 
sparked by the meme. Our results kindle a flame of curiosity, shedding light on the unforeseen and 
comical ways in which internet memes may influence public interest in unexpected realms. So, sit back 
and let the sparks fly as we ignite an enlightening exploration of the 'thanks Obama' meme and its 
incendiary impact on Google searches for burn centers.

Copyleft 2024 Institute for Studies.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Welcome,  dear  readers,  to  a  scorching
exploration  of  the  captivating  relationship
between  the  ubiquitous  'thanks  Obama'

meme and the red-hot Google searches for
burn centers.  As we dive into this  flaming
inquiry,  the  tale  unfolds  with  unexpected
twists  and  sizzling  correlations  that

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



illuminate the intersection of internet humor
and public interest in all things fiery.

Before we torch the stage with our findings,
it  is  essential  to  acknowledge  the  surreal
nature  of  our  research  topic.  One  might
wonder, in the realm of internet memes and
search inquiries, what could possibly kindle
a  connection  between  a  sardonic
expression of gratitude directed at a former
president  and  the  pursuit  of  burn  care
resources?  Yet,  with  data  in  hand  and
eyebrows singed by the surprising results,
we  boldly  venture  forth  to  unravel  this
enigma.

Our journey begins with the context of the
'thanks  Obama'  meme,  a  digital  phoenix
rising from the ashes of political discourse.
With its roots in the early days of Obama's
presidency,  the  meme  sparked  as  a
humorous response, often evoked in jest to
attribute  all  manner  of  inconveniences  or
perceived  mishaps  to  the  former
commander-in-chief.  Fast  forward  to  the
present day, and the 'thanks Obama' meme
continues  to  smolder  in  the  embers  of
internet culture, perpetuated across various
platforms as a never-failing punchline.

At the opposite end of the thermometer, we
encounter  the  seemingly  unrelated  but
strangely  analogous  realm  of  Google
searches  for  burn  centers.  While  the
association  may  initially  strike  one  as
inconceivable, the reality is scorching. Burn
centers, the sanctuaries for those singed by
life's unpredictable flames, witness a surge
of  interest  in  cyberspace,  with  individuals
seeking  information  on  the  treatment  and
care of burn injuries.

Now,  imagine  our  surprised  faces  as  we
discovered  a  searing  correlation  between
the popularity of the 'thanks Obama' meme
and the spike in Google searches for burn
centers!  Hold  onto  your  fireproof  hats,  as
the  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9707285
burrowed its way into our calculations like
an  unrelenting  wildfire.  This  leads  us  to

question:  could  there  truly  be a  causative
link between the humorous 'thanks Obama'
cries and the fiery necessity for burn center
inquiries? Or is this just a statistical fluke, an
amusing mirage in the desert of data?

With  our  academic  curiosity  aflame,  we
delve  deeper  into  this  unlikely  pairing,
aiming  to  shed  light  on  the  combustible
confluence  of  internet  culture  and  public
interest in burn care. So, brace yourselves
for a fiery expedition through the uncharted
territories  of  digital  humor  and  its
unexpected influences.  Put  on your flame-
retardant suits, and join us as we strive to
extinguish  the  sparks  of  curiosity  that  the
'thanks  Obama'  meme  has  ignited  in  the
realm of burn center queries.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al.'s (2018) study, the authors
delve into the unexpected consequences of
political  satire  on  public  health  patterns,
revealing  intriguing  correlations  between
internet memes and medical inquiries. The
findings hint at a potential interplay between
comedic  expressions  and  health-seeking
behavior,  laying  the  groundwork  for  our
investigation into the 'thanks Obama' meme
and Google searches for burn centers.

Expanding  on  this  theme,  Doe's  (2019)
research  brings  attention  to  the
psychological  impact  of  online  humor,
demonstrating  how  memes  can  influence
individuals'  emotional  responses  and
subsequent  online  activities.  While  Doe's
focus remains on the broader implications of
internet comedy, the implications of humor-
induced burns and potential connections to
burn  center  searches  merit  further
exploration.

Moreover,  Jones  (2020)  presents  a
comprehensive analysis of internet memes
as  cultural  phenomena,  emphasizing  their
role  in  shaping  public  discourse  and
reflecting societal attitudes. Although Jones
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does  not  specifically  address  burn-related
inquiries, the influence of memes on public
interest  prompts  us  to  consider  the
unexpected connections that may arise.

In the realm of popular non-fiction literature,
"The  Power  of  Laughter:  How  Comedy
Shapes  Our  Lives"  by  Humorist  (2017)
provides  a  thoughtful  examination  of
humor's  far-reaching  impact,  offering
insights  into  the  intricate  ways  in  which
comedy  permeates  various  aspects  of
human experience. While the book does not
broach  the  subject  of  burn  centers,  its
exploration of the profound effects of humor
encourages us to look beyond the obvious
punchlines in our investigation.

Conversely,  "Burning  Bridges:  A  Political
Comedy" by Satirist (2015) offers a satirical
take on political dynamics, weaving laughter
through  the  fabric  of  governance  and
societal  critique.  Though  the  book's  focus
remains  firmly  within  the realm of  political
satire,  its  fiery  themes  resonate  with  the
unexpected correlation we seek to unravel.

As  we  venture  further  down  the  literary
rabbit  hole,  we  arrive  at  "Firestarter"  by
Fictional Author (1980) - a tale of uncanny
abilities  to  ignite  flames  at  will.  While
entirely unrelated to internet memes or burn
center  inquiries,  the  novel's  thematic
elements  of  fire  and  unexpected
consequences carry a curious parallel to our
own serendipitous exploration.

Finally,  in  a  turn  of  academic  inquiry  that
has  truly  tested  the  bounds  of  rigorous
investigation,  we must  admit  to  consulting
unconventional sources. These include, but
are  not  limited  to,  the  backs  of  shampoo
bottles, where our research team stumbled
upon a shocking revelation – albeit  in fine
print  –  that  daily  use of  the  product  does
not, in fact, prevent internet meme-induced
burns.  This  unexpected  revelation,  though
unrelated to  burn  center  searches,  serves
as a comical reminder of the unpredictability
of our research pursuits.

As we sift through the diverse landscapes of
literature and unlikely sources, our quest to
unravel the connection between the 'thanks
Obama'  meme  and  Google  searches  for
burn  centers  stands  ignited  with  curiosity
and lighthearted intrigue.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  fascinating  connection
between  the  'thanks  Obama'  meme  and
Google  searches  for  burn  centers,  our
esteemed  research  team  embarked  on  a
flamboyant  methodological  journey  that
embraced  both  the  precision  of  statistical
analysis and the whimsy of internet culture.
With our lab coats adorned with fire emojis,
we harnessed the mighty power of Google
Trends  to  extract  the  scorching  data  that
fueled our incendiary investigation.

We  gathered  data  from  Google  Trends,
scouring  the  virtual  landscape  for  the
scintillating peaks and troughs of the 'thanks
Obama'  meme's  online  popularity,  while
simultaneously  tracking the flaming  spikes
of interest in burn centers. The time frame
for our data collection spanned from 2007,
around the genesis of the 'thanks Obama'
meme, to 2023, allowing us to witness the
meme's  evolution  and  its  burning  impact
over time.

Imagine us as intrepid explorers navigating
the treacherous terrain of  internet  memes,
armed with graphs that could rival the heat
of a thousand suns. As we plunged into the
depths  of  search  query  analytics,  we
executed a meticulous dance with the data,
twirling  through  the  algorithms  and
variables,  all  while  trying  to  maintain  our
cool  demeanor  in  the  face  of  such  fiery
correlations.

Now, here's where our research truly blazed
its own trail. We creatively cross-referenced
the  trends  of  'thanks  Obama'  meme
popularity  with  the  inexplicably  heated
rhythm of burn center searches, igniting the
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spark of  unexpected revelations  along the
way.  Our  statistical  analyses  danced  like
flames  conjured  by  statistical  sorcerers,
revealing  a  scalding  correlation  coefficient
of 0.9707285 and a p-value less than 0.01,
signaling a statistical  bond hotter  than the
center of a volcano.

But  hold  on  to  your  fire  extinguishers,
because  we  didn't  stop  there.  With  the
fervor of a wildfire, we probed for potential
confounding  variables  that  could  have
ignited false connections, ensuring that our
findings burned true and bright. We took a
cautious  approach,  guarding  against  the
perils  of  spurious  correlations  and
outlandish  interpretations,  while
simultaneously  celebrating  the  delightfully
absurd nature of our research topic.

Armed  with  our  data,  statistical  analyses,
and  a  flippant  sense  of  humor,  we  are
poised to unleash the scalding insights that
emerged from our unconventional approach
to investigating the 'thanks Obama' meme's
enigmatic  affiliation  with  burn  center
searches. So, brace yourselves as we stoke
the  flames  of  knowledge  and  expose  the
unexpected heat emanating from the heart
of internet absurdity.

4. Results

As  we  stoke  the  flames  of  curiosity,  we
present the scorching results of our inquiry
into  the  correlation  between  the  'thanks
Obama'  meme  and  Google  searches  for
burn  centers.  Our  findings,  akin  to  the
crackle of a well-built bonfire, shed light on
the  unexpected  and  inexplicably  warm
relationship  between  these  two  seemingly
disparate phenomena.

Our  data  analysis  revealed  a  robust
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9707285,
suggesting  a  blazing  connection  between
the popularity of the 'thanks Obama' meme
and the frequency of  Google searches for
burn  centers.  The  r-squared  value  of

0.9423138  further  adds  fuel  to  the  fire,
indicating that  a staggering 94.23% of  the
variance in burn center search volumes can
be  attributed  to  the  fluctuations  in  the
'thanks  Obama'  meme's  popularity.  In
statistical terms, this correlation is as hot as
a jalapeño pepper, with a p-value lower than
0.01,  signifying  an  extremely  significant
relationship that cannot be simply dismissed
as a statistical artifact.

To  visually  capture  the  incendiary
relationship unearthed by our analysis,  we
present  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  plotting  the
'thanks  Obama'  meme  popularity  against
Google  searches  for  burn  centers.  This
graph visually  encapsulates the fiery bond
between these  two  variables,  leaving  little
room  for  doubt  that  there  is  indeed  a
smoldering link between a humorous digital
gesture and public interest in burn care.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  light  of  these  scorching  results,  it  is
undeniable that the 'thanks Obama' meme
has  sparked  not  only  laughter  but  also  a
surge in  curiosity about  burn centers.  Our
unexpected findings blaze a trail for further
inquiry into the unanticipated influences of
internet  humor  on  public  interest  in
seemingly  unrelated  domains.  So,  as  we
bask  in  the  warmth  of  these  results,  let's
keep  the  flames  of  curiosity  burning  and
continue  to  explore  the  delightful  and
unforeseen ways in which internet  memes
shape our digital landscape.
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5. Discussion

Oh,  the  heat  is  on!  Our  scorching  hot
findings  have  ignited  a  rather  intriguing
discussion  around  the  unforeseen
connections  between  internet  memes  and
public  interest  in  burn  centers.  Like  a
sizzling  campfire  shared  between  unlikely
friends,  our  study  has  illuminated  a  fiery
bond  between  the  'thanks  Obama'  meme
and Google searches for burn centers.

Our  results  fan  the  flames  of  curiosity,
providing  robust  support  for  previous
research  by  Smith  et  al.  (2018),  which
hinted  at  the  potential  interplay  between
comedic  expressions  and  health-seeking
behavior.  It  seems  that  political  satire-
induced  injuries  may  not  just  be  the
punchline  of  a  joke  after  all!  Additionally,
Doe's  (2019)  work  on  the  psychological
impact  of  online  humor  gains  further
validation  as  the  meme's  popularity  has
sparked  a  surge  in  public  curiosity  about
burn care, proving that internet comedy can
indeed influence individuals' online activities
- sometimes with an unexpected burn.

Even  Jones  (2020),  renowned  for  their
comprehensive analysis of internet memes
as  cultural  phenomena,  might  not  have
foreseen the scorching impact of memes on
public interest in burn centers. Our findings,
akin  to  a  blazing  arrow  hitting  its  target,
encourage  a  rekindled  curiosity  in  the
unforeseen  connections  that  arise  from
internet humor.

In this light, our results leave us feeling as
fired  up  as  Fictional  Author's  "Firestarter"
(1980), as we wade through the flames of
unexpected  consequences  and
uncontrollable  comic  influence.  For  who
would  have  thought  that  a  simple  meme
could fuel a surge in public interest in burn
care?

Now,  while  we  jest  and  jape  about  the
whimsical nature of our inquiry, one serious

note  must  be  mentioned.  The  robust
correlation coefficient drawn from our study,
burning  as  bright  as  a  meteor  shower,
leaves  little  room  for  doubt  about  the
significant  relationship  between  meme
popularity and burn center searches. The p-
value lower  than 0.01,  akin to the searing
heat  of  the  sun,  further  cements  this
relationship  as  not  merely  a  statistical
artifact but a true fiery phenomenon.

As we bask in the warmth of these results,
it's clear that our investigation has proved to
be a delightfully unexpected exploration into
the profound influence of internet memes in
shaping  public  interest  in  unforeseen
domains.  So  let's  keep  the  flames  of
curiosity burning and venture forth into the
uncharted  territory  of  internet  humor,  for
who knows what other scorching surprises
await?

6. Conclusion

Our scorching exploration of the relationship
between  the  'thanks  Obama'  meme  and
Google searches for  burn centers has left
us smoldering with satisfaction.  It  appears
that the 'thanks Obama' meme is not only a
hot  topic  for  internet  humor  but  also  a
blazing  catalyst  for  generating  interest  in
burn  care  resources.  While  the  idea  of  a
former president igniting searches for burn
centers may seem like a burning question in
need of  extinguishment,  our  findings  have
set  the  stage  on  fire  with  unexpected
correlations.

As we douse the flames of speculation, it is
evident that no further research is needed in
this  area.  The 'thanks Obama'  meme and
burn  center  searches  have  lit  up  our
understanding of the peculiar ways in which
internet  culture  can  kindle  interest  in
unexpected  domains.  So,  let's  extinguish
any  lingering  doubts  and  toast  to  the
illuminating power of internet memes on our
digital landscape – for this fiery connection
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has undoubtedly sparked a wild, yet oddly
warming, phenomenon.
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