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The conventional wisdom in social sciences posits that personal first names have
little  bearing  on  political  inclinations.  However,  our  research  delves  into  the
seemingly frivolous realm of first name popularity and its curious relationship with
political  votes.  Using data from the US Social  Security Administration and MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, we embarked on a thorough
examination of the association between the popularity of the first name Elisa and
libertarian  votes  for  senators  in  the  state  of  Montana.  Our  analysis  reveals  a
remarkably strong correlation coefficient of 0.8557235, with statistical significance
at  p  <  0.01,  covering  the  period  from  1982  to  2018.  The  implications  of  this
unexpected connection between nomenclature and political leanings raise intriguing
questions about the influence of seemingly trivial factors on electoral outcomes. Our
findings prompt further investigation into the intricate interplay between personal
names  and  voting  behavior,  adding  a  whimsical  twist  to  the  otherwise  austere
domain of political analysis.

The influence of personal characteristics on
political behavior has been a topic of interest
and scrutiny in the field of social sciences.
While  traditional  factors  such  as
socioeconomic  status,  education,  and party
affiliation  have  been  the  focal  point  of
numerous  studies,  the  potential  impact  of
seemingly  inconsequential  attributes,  such
as first names, has largely been overlooked.
However, recent research has started to shed
light on the unforeseen ways in which these
seemingly trivial factors may intersect with
political preferences.

The purpose of this  study is  to investigate
the  unexpected  relationship  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  Elisa  and
libertarian votes for senators in the state of
Montana. The choice of the name Elisa for
this  analysis  was  both  arbitrary  and
deliberate, as it enabled a relatively unique
and distinct population for investigation. By
utilizing data  from the US Social  Security
Administration  and the  MIT Election Data
and  Science  Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  we
conducted  a  thorough  exploration  of  the
potential association between the frequency
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of the first name Elisa and libertarian votes
in Montana from 1982 to 2018. The study
encompasses  a  timeframe characterized  by
significant shifts in political landscapes and
sociocultural  dynamics,  which  further
enriches the depth of our analysis.

The selection of Montana as the geographic
focus  of  this  study  is  not  only
geographically convenient but also presents
a  compelling  demographic  and  political
backdrop.  The  state  has  a  history  of
embracing individual freedoms and limited
governmental  intervention,  which  aligns
with  the  principles  espoused by libertarian
ideologies.  Montana's  distinct  voting
patterns,  coupled  with  the  unique  naming
trends  of  the  population,  render  it  an
intriguing setting for our investigation. 

Despite  the  seemingly  tangential  nature  of
our  inquiry,  the  potential  ramifications  of
uncovering  a  robust  correlation  between  a
specific first name's popularity and political
voting  behaviors  could  reverberate  in  the
broader  discourse of electoral  analysis  and
sociopolitical  dynamics.  This  unexpected
association  challenges  existing  perceptions
of the drivers of political affiliation and adds
a  touch  of  whimsy  to  the  otherwise
conventional  realm  of  political  analysis.
Thus,  our study not  only contributes to an
evolving  understanding  of  individual-level
determinants  of  political  behavior  but  also
injects  a  sense  of  levity  into  the  scholarly
examination of electoral preferences.

Prior research

The  influence  of  first  names  on  political
inclinations  has  received  little  attention  in
mainstream political research. Nevertheless,
recent  efforts  to  explore  this  uncharted
territory  have  yielded  intriguing  insights.

Smith et al. (2016) conducted a preliminary
investigation  into  the  relationship  between
first names and voting behavior, laying the
groundwork  for  our  present  inquiry.  Doe
(2018) further expanded on this premise by
examining the potential association between
first  name  popularity  and  electoral
outcomes.  Building  upon  this  foundation,
Jones  (2020)  undertook  a  comprehensive
study delving into the nuanced connections
between personal nomenclature and political
preferences.

In "Naming and Voting: An Analysis of First
Names  and  Electoral  Outcomes,"  Smith  et
al.  (2016)  examined  the  statistical
relationships  between  common first  names
and  voting  behaviors.  The  authors  find  a
modest but consistent pattern of association,
warranting  further  exploration  into  the
potential impact of first names on electoral
choices. Similarly, Doe (2018) investigated
the  potential  influence  of  first  name
popularity on political leanings in "The Role
of First Names in Political  Identities." The
study reveals hints of an unexpected linkage,
prompting  the  need  for  more  extensive
scrutiny.  Lastly,  Jones  (2020)  contributed
significantly to this nascent field with "The
Naming Nexus:  Exploring  the  Interplay  of
Personal  Names and Political  Affiliations."
Jones' work captured the multifaceted nature
of this relationship, setting the stage for our
current  investigation  into  the  peculiar
correlation between the first name Elisa and
libertarian votes in Montana.

Expanding  beyond  the  conventional
scholarly literature, our analysis also draws
insights from non-fiction works that offer a
different perspective on the nexus between
individual  names  and  political  choices.
"Freakonomics:  A  Rogue  Economist
Explores the Hidden Side of Everything" by

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Levitt  and Dubner (2005) and "Blink: The
Power  of  Thinking  Without  Thinking"  by
Gladwell  (2005)  shed  light  on  the
unexpected  connections  and  biases  that
affect decision-making, offering a tangential
but insightful context for our exploration.

Transitioning  to  a  more  whimsical
dimension, the literary realm contributes its
own  intriguing  disquisitions  on
nomenclature  and  societal  dynamics.  In
Margaret  Atwood's  "The Handmaid's  Tale"
(1985) and George Orwell's "1984" (1949),
the  control  and  manipulation  of  names
reflect  broader  themes  of  power  and
conformity,  providing  an  abstract  but
fascinating parallel to our investigation into
the  potential  impact  of  the  name Elisa  on
political affiliations.

Moreover,  contemporary  cultural
phenomena  can  offer  curious  insights  into
the influence of seemingly mundane factors
on human behavior. The ubiquitous "This is
Fine"  meme  humorously  illustrates  the
phenomenon  of  complacency  and
normalization  in  the  face  of  adverse
circumstances,  tangentially  echoing  our
exploration  of  unexpected  associations  in
the domain of political analysis.

Approach

To  commence  our  inquiry  into  the
confluence  of  nomenclature  and  political
proclivities,  a  multifaceted  approach  was
employed  to  gather  and  scrutinize  the
relevant  data.  The  primary  source  of
information regarding the prevalence of the
first  name  Elisa  was  extracted  from  the
comprehensive  records  maintained  by  the
US  Social  Security  Administration.  The

moniker  "Elisa"  was  chosen  for  its
distinctive  yet  sufficiently  prevalent
presence  within  the  geographic  bounds  of
the United States, providing an ample cohort
for  analysis.  The  nomenclatural  data
spanned  the  years  1982  to  2018,  thus
encapsulating a substantial temporal breadth
conducive  to  capturing  nuanced  trends  in
name popularity.

In parallel, data pertaining to the libertarian
votes  for  senators  in  Montana  during  the
same time frame was meticulously procured
from  the  MIT  Election  Data  and  Science
Lab,  Harvard  Dataverse,  facilitating  a
meticulous alignment of the voting patterns
with  the  temporal  dynamics  of  the  name
"Elisa".  This  confluence  of  data  sources
furnished  a  robust  foundation  for
investigating the purported link between the
popularity of the appellation "Elisa" and the
electoral  choices  of  the  populace  in  the
context of Montana's senatorial races.

The  utilization  of  these  disparate  yet
complementary  datasets  empowered  our
research  to  conduct  a  comprehensive
quantitative  analysis,  leveraging  statistical
techniques  to  discern  patterns  and
correlations  delineating  the  connection
between the frequency of the name "Elisa"
and  the  endorsement  of  libertarian
candidates.  A nuanced exploration into  the
evolution of these variables over the selected
period  facilitated  the  identification  of
potential  underlying  causative  factors,
despite the ostensibly peculiar nature of the
inquiry.

It is worth noting, however, that the causal
mechanism  underpinning  the  observed
association between the proliferation of the
name  "Elisa"  and  proclivities  toward
libertarian  votes  remains  a  subject
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warranting further elucidation. Nevertheless,
the  fortuitous  amalgamation  of  distinct
datasets  and  the  application  of  rigorous
statistical  methodologies  have  enabled  the
exposition of an unexpected and compelling
entwinement  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.  Additionally,  the  deliberate
selection of Montana as the focal region for
this  investigation  imbued the  study with  a
contextual  richness  emblematic  of  the
interdisciplinary continuum and coalescence
of seemingly disparate fields of inquiry.

Results

The  analysis  yielded  a  strong  correlation
coefficient of 0.8557235, indicating a robust
positive relationship between the prevalence
of the first name Elisa and libertarian votes
for  senators  in  Montana  over  the  period
from 1982 to 2018. This finding was further
substantiated  by  an  r-squared  value  of
0.7322627,  underscoring  the  substantial
proportion  of  variation  in  libertarian  votes
that  can be explained by the popularity  of
the name Elisa.  The statistical  significance
of  the  correlation  at  p  <  0.01  firmly
establishes the reliability of this relationship.

The  figure  (Fig.  1)  portrays  a  compelling
visual  representation  of  the  association
between  the  frequency  of  the  first  name
Elisa  and  libertarian  votes  for  senators  in
Montana,  serving  as  a  poignant  reminder
that  unexpected  connections  can  emerge
from the most unassuming sources.

The  implications  of  these  results  are  both
thought-provoking and, dare I say, titillating.
The  revelation  of  a  substantial  correlation
between a seemingly trivial factor such as a
first  name  and  political  voting  behavior
challenges  conventional  notions  of  the
determinants  of  electoral  preferences,

infusing  a  delightful  sense  of
unpredictability  into  the  staid  realm  of
political  analysis.  These  findings  call  for
further  investigations  into  the  underlying
mechanisms  driving  this  unexpected
relationship,  potentially  unravelling  an
intriguing subplot in the complex narrative
of electoral dynamics.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  our  study  unearths  a
remarkably  strong  connection  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name  Elisa  and
libertarian  votes  for  senators  in  Montana,
encapsulating the delightful unpredictability
of electoral behavior and injecting a touch of
whimsy into the otherwise sober exploration
of political inclinations.

Discussion of findings

The  investigation  into  the  correlation
between  the  prevalence  of  the  first  name
Elisa  and  libertarian  votes  for  senators  in
Montana  has  yielded  captivating  findings
that  not  only  challenge  conventional
paradigms  but  also  hint  at  the  intriguing
influence  of  seemingly  trivial  factors  on
political domains. The results of this study
substantiate  and  extend  the  existing
literature, providing robust evidence for the
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unanticipated  connection  between
nomenclature and political leanings.

The  substantial  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8557235 discovered in this analysis aligns
with  previous  research  by  Smith  et  al.
(2016),  Doe  (2018),  and  Jones  (2020),
which hinted at the potential impact of first
names  on  electoral  outcomes.  The
pronounced  strength  of  the  association
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Elisa  and  libertarian  votes  for  senators  in
Montana  reaffirms  the  relevance  of
nomenclature  as  a  subtle  yet  influential
determinant of political preferences. This, in
turn,  amplifies  the  significance  of
unconventional  factors  in shaping electoral
behavior,  serving  as  a  testament  to  the
enigmatic  intricacies  of  human  decision-
making processes.

Echoing the subtle wit  embedded in Levitt
and  Dubner's  "Freakonomics:  A  Rogue
Economist  Explores  the  Hidden  Side  of
Everything"  (2005)  and Gladwell's  "Blink:
The Power of Thinking Without Thinking"
(2005),  our  research  uncovers  the
unexpected  and,  I  daresay,  whimsical
relationship  between  the  name  Elisa  and
libertarian  votes.  This  unexpected  link
stands as a testament to the whims of fate
and the clandestine influences that underpin
electoral  dynamics,  adding  a  sprinkling  of
mirth to the otherwise solemn landscape of
political analysis.

Moreover, the literary parallels drawn from
Margaret  Atwood's  "The Handmaid's  Tale"
(1985) and George Orwell's  "1984" (1949)
are unexpectedly applicable, with the control
and  manipulation  of  names  reflecting
broader  themes  of  power  and  conformity.
Hence,  our  findings  lend  a  subtle  but
intriguing  weight  to  the  potential

ramifications  of  seemingly  innocuous
factors on societal dynamics, amplifying the
significance of our peculiar observation.

The robust statistical significance at p < 0.01
further  consolidates  the  credibility  and
reliability  of  the  observed  relationship,
corroborating the unexpectedly crucial  role
of the first  name Elisa in shaping political
affinities. This unexpected revelation injects
a  delightful  sense  of  whimsy  into  the
typically  austere  landscape  of  political
science  research,  encouraging  further
exploration  into  the  intricate  interplay
between  trivial  factors  and  electoral
outcomes.

In summary, the strong correlation between
the  prevalence  of  the  first  name Elisa  and
libertarian votes in Montana underscores the
whimsical  unpredictability  of  electoral
dynamics, inviting an exhilarating excursion
into the hitherto unexplored intersections of
personal  nomenclature  and  political
proclivities.  This,  in  turn,  unveils  the
captivating  potential  for  the  fusion  of  wit
and  rigor  in  scholarly  inquiry,  marking  a
lighthearted  yet  resolute  step  towards
unraveling  the  mysterious  nexus  of
nomenclature and voting behavior.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  this  study
illuminate a  surprisingly robust association
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Elisa  and  libertarian  votes  for  senators  in
Montana.  The  substantial  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8557235,  coupled  with the
remarkable  r-squared  value  of  0.7322627,
not  only  underscores  the  strength  of  this
relationship but also adds a whimsical twist
to the otherwise austere domain of political
analysis.  These  results  challenge
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conventional  assumptions  and  introduce  a
charming unpredictability into the scholarly
examination of electoral preferences.

The  compelling  visual  representation  in
Figure  1 serves  as  a  playful  reminder  that
the  most  unassuming  sources  can  harbor
unexpected  connections,  akin  to  finding  a
hidden treasure in a mundane setting.  This
study sheds light on the potential influence
of  seemingly  trivial  factors  on  electoral
behavior,  injecting  a  delightful  sense  of
levity into the scholarly discourse.

The  broader  implications  of  this
unanticipated  correlation  prompt  further
exploration into the underlying mechanisms
driving this eccentric relationship. While our
findings  prompt  a  wry  smile  and  a  raised
eyebrow,  they  also  compel  future
researchers  to  uncover  the  underlying
reasons behind this quirky connection, akin
to solving a delightful mystery in the realm
of political analysis.

In  light  of  the  delightful  unpredictability
uncovered  by  this  study,  one  might  be
tempted to  dismiss  our findings  as a  mere
whimsical  anomaly.  Nevertheless,  the
robustness  of  the  correlation  and  its
statistical  significance at  p  < 0.01 demand
that this connection be taken seriously, albeit
with a touch of playful curiosity.

In  closing,  the  unexpected  connection
between the first name Elisa and libertarian
votes in Montana adds a charming subplot to
the complex narrative of electoral dynamics.
This  study  urges  future  researchers  to
explore  and  embrace  the  whimsical  and
unexpected  twists  that  can  enliven  the
otherwise  serious  pursuit  of  political
understanding.

It is with a sardonic chuckle and a twinkle in
our eyes that we assert: no further research
in this area is needed.
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