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This paper explores the intriguing relationship between the popularity of the name
Raphael and libertarian votes for senators in the charming state of North Carolina.
Merging data from the US Social Security Administration and the esteemed MIT
Election Data and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, our research team embarked on
an academically perilous journey to unravel this enigmatic link. Employing rigorous
statistical analysis, we calculated a correlation coefficient of 0.9513253 and a p-value
of less than 0.01 for the time span from 1980 to 2020. While the results may seem,
pardon the pun, "incredible,” they beckon further investigation and serve as a
gentle reminder that correlation does not necessarily imply causation. Through this
investigation, we hope to shed light on the delightful and unexpected associations
that pepper the quizzical field of social trends and nomenclature.

In the ever-evolving landscape of social for senators in the picturesque state of North
and political studies, it is imperative to Carolina.
explore the peculiar and oftentimes
inexplicable correlations that emerge from
the amalgamation of human behavior,
individual choices, and statistical data. The
phenomenon of nomenclature and its
potential impact on political preferences has
long been an area of curious inquiry. Thus, it
is with great excitement, and a generous
sprinkle of curiosity, that we present our
findings on the link between the popularity
of the name Raphael and libertarian votes

It is a well-known axiom in the world of
scientific research that, much like a lab
experiment, every research question must
possess a variable to be scrutinized — in our
case, the variable in question being the
popularity of the name Raphael. The
elegance, the rhythm, and the underlying
charm of this name have intrigued humanity
for centuries. Moreover, it is with a sense of
whimsy and a dash of intrigue that we put
forth the notion that perhaps, just perhaps,
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the naming trends of a bygone era may hold
sway over the political preferences of today.

The state of North Carolina, with its
breathtaking landscapes, vivacious culture,
and rich political history, serves as a fitting
backdrop for our investigation. The
coalescence of these peculiarities may give
rise to suppositions as to the potential
correlation between the popularity of the
name Raphael and libertarian voting
patterns. As we delve into this enigmatic
relationship, we can't help but marvel at the
duality of our task — to uncover the hidden
threads that tie together the seemingly
unrelated whilst preserving the scholarly
integrity of our research.

Our study, an amalgam of empirical data
from the US Social Security Administration
and the esteemed MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse, is a
testament to the enduring pursuit of
knowledge. With our trusty statistical toolkit
in hand, we ventured forth into the labyrinth
of numbers, conducting analysis that would
make even the most disheveled statistician
nod in approval. What emerged from this
journey of data mining, advanced
algorithms, and late-night coffee binges is a
correlation coefficient of 0.9513253 and a p-
value that could make a statistician blush -
less than 0.01. These results, much like a
magician's trick, beckon both wonder and
caution, hinting at the possibility of an
unseen force at play.

Unearthing such a correlation led us to
the witty observation that, much like the
theories posited by economic models,
correlation does not imply causation. The
gentle reminder that we are dealing with
human behavior, whimsy, and fickle trends
is akin to navigating a ship in a tempest —

thrilling and treacherous in equal measure. It
is this delicate balance of rational inquiry
and intellectual playfulness that propels our
journey into the whimsical world of social
trends and the names we carry.

As we embark on this academic
escapade, we invite you to join us in
unraveling the mystery of Raphael's right
and the intriguing dance between
nomenclature and political leanings. We
hope that our findings, much like a well-told
joke, will strike a chord of curiosity and
spark further inquiry into the unforeseen
connections that animate the tapestry of
human society.

Prior research

To comprehensively understand the peculiar
relationship between the popularity of the
name Raphael and libertarian votes for
senators in North Carolina, it is imperative
to first acknowledge the existing literature
on social nomenclature and its implications
on political behaviors. Studies by Smith
(2015), Doe (2018), and Jones (2020) have
delved into the intricate interplay between
individual identities and political
affiliations, laying the foundation for our
investigation.

Smith's work offers insights into the
psychological associations attached to
names and how they may subconsciously
influence decision-making processes. Doe's
research delves into the historical evolution
of naming trends and their resonance with
prevailing ideologies, thereby offering a
historical context to our endeavor. Jones'
study, while focusing on a broader scope of
naming conventions, draws attention to the
potential societal implications of certain
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names and their unexpected correlations
with diverse societal trends.

Building upon this scholarly foundation, we
expand our purview to explore non-fiction
works such as Malcolm Gladwell's
"Outliers: The Story of Success" and Steven
Levitt's "Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist
Explores the Hidden Side of Everything."
These works, while not directly addressing
the relationship between nomenclature and
political behaviors, provide valuable insights
into the multifaceted nature of societal
phenomena, shedding light on the pervasive
influence of seemingly inconsequential
factors.

The literary realm also offers intriguing
perspectives on the impact of names and
societal dynamics, with fictional works such
as J.D. Salinger's "The Catcher in the Rye"
and Suzanne Collins' "The Hunger Games"
presenting nuanced explorations of identity
and societal constructs. While these novels
may not explicitly address the connection
between names and political leanings, their
thematic exploration of individual agency
and societal influences provides valuable
context for our investigation.

Furthermore, in order to capture the
whimsical and vibrant nuances of
nomenclature, it is essential to draw
inspiration from cultural touchstones that
permeate our collective consciousness.
Cartoons and children's shows, such as
"SpongeBob SquarePants" and "Scooby-
Doo," subtly reflect societal attitudes and
values, offering a lighthearted yet insightful
lens through which to contemplate the
enigmatic connections between names and
behavioral patterns.

By incorporating these diverse sources into
our literary tapestry, we seek to unravel the

fascinating tapestry of associations that
interweave names, political preferences, and
societal dynamics, laying the groundwork
for a spirited exploration of Raphael's right
and its unexpected correlation with
libertarian votes in North Carolina.

Approach
I. Data Collection

Our data collection phase involved
navigating the labyrinthine corridors of the
internet, with the sole mission of obtaining
the birth records of individuals bearing the
name Raphael from the US Social Security
Administration, and the election results
pertaining to libertarian votes for senators in
North Carolina from the MIT Election Data
and Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse. This
rapacious pursuit led us to obscure websites,
dusty archives, and the occasional encounter
with conspiracy theories regarding the
interplay of names and voting patterns. After
an arduous quest fraught with technical
hiccups and erratic internet connections, we
emerged triumphantly with the requisite data
from the period spanning 1980 to 2020.

II. Data Analysis

With our quiver of statistical tools at the
ready, we set forth to wrangle the unwieldy
datasets. ~ Our  analysis  incorporated
advanced regression models, time series
analysis, and a sprinkle of magic from the
statistical potion known as correlation
analysis. The sheer complexity of our
models led to more than a few evenings
spent muttering incantations to the gods of
data and silently pleading with the forces of
statistical inference for clarity.
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Taking into account the longitudinal nature
of our inquiry, we employed sophisticated
techniques to handle potential
autocorrelation and  heteroscedasticity,
ensuring that our results remained robust in
the face of statistical chicanery. Our analysis
yielded a correlation coefficient of
0.9513253, signifying a strong linear
relationship between the popularity of the
name Raphael and libertarian votes for
senators in North Carolina. The p-value,
akin to a rare gem in the rough terrain of
statistical analysis, was less than 0.01,
prompting sighs of relief and the occasional
victory dance in the laboratory.

II1. Sensitivity Analysis

Sensitivity analyses were conducted to
examine the stability of our findings under
various scenarios and statistical
assumptions. We subjected our data to the
statistical equivalent of stress tests,
simulating different permutations of outliers,
variable transformations, and alternative
model specifications. Interestingly, our
findings remained unwavering, akin to a
seasoned sailor weathering the tumultuous
seas of statistical uncertainty.

IV. Robustness Checks

To further fortify the veracity of our
results, robustness checks were executed
with the precision of a well-honed fencing
maneuver. These included bootstrapping
techniques, Monte Carlo simulations, and
the occasional consultation with a crystal
ball — metaphorically speaking, of course.
Remarkably, our results persisted unscathed,
akin to a fortification impervious to the
battering ram of statistical skepticism.

V. Limitations

It is essential to acknowledge the
limitations encountered in our data
collection and analysis. Limitations included
potential recall bias in the reporting of
names, the volatility of political preferences,
and the inscrutable nature of human
decision-making. Moreover, the findings
derived from our investigation should be
interpreted with caution, recognizing the
nuanced interplay of confounding variables
and the capricious nature of social
phenomena.

VI. Ethical Considerations

Although our pursuit of knowledge was
unyielding, ethical considerations were
rigorously upheld. The privacy and
confidentiality of individuals in our datasets
were safeguarded with utmost diligence,
ensuring that our scholarly endeavors
remained ethically irreproachable.

Results

The statistical analysis conducted on the
data gathered from the US Social Security
Administration and MIT Election Data and
Science Lab, Harvard Dataverse revealed a
striking correlation between the popularity
of the name Raphael and libertarian votes
for senators in North Carolina. Over the
period from 1980 to 2020, a correlation
coefficient of 0.9513253, an r-squared of
0.9050198, and a p-value of less than 0.01
were calculated, indicating a robust and
statistically significant relationship.

Notably, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) displayed a
pattern that can only be described as a
"match" between the two variables, and not
just in the romantic sense. The upward trend
on the graph was a sight to behold, much
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like witnessing a perfect high-five between
data points.

Our results underscore the unmistakable
connection between the historical popularity
of the name Raphael and the propensity of
North Carolinians to pull the lever in favor
of libertarian candidates. One might even
say that the correlation is as clear as the
azure skies of the Outer Banks — though, of
course, we cannot discount the central role
of statistical rigor in ascribing causation to
such a correlation.

Years 1980-2020, r=0.951, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In a world brimming with surprises, our
findings serve as a gentle reminder of the
whimsical and, at times, confounding nature
of social trends. They evoke a whimsical
charm, akin to stumbling upon an
unexpected punchline in the annals of
human behavior and naming conventions - a
reminder that in the intricate ballet of
societal dynamics, the unlikeliest of partners
may indeed, quite merrily, take the floor.

Discussion of findings

The results of our investigation have
unveiled an unexpected yet captivating
relationship between the popularity of the

name Raphael and libertarian votes for
senators in North Carolina. Alas, much like
the emergence of a rare unicorn in a
statistically inclined forest, this correlation
bewitches the mind and ensnares the senses.

In support of our previous goofily discussed
literature, our results corroborate the
findings of Smith (2015), Doe (2018), and
Jones (2020) in a manner that can only be
described as "epic." The connection between
nomenclature and political proclivities is
indeed as real as a rare specimen in a
laboratory, confirming the pivotal role of
individual identities in shaping electoral
inclinations. This curious correlation has
waltzed its way into the realm of social
trends and naming conventions, leaving us
to marvel at the serendipitous synchronicity
that dances between names and behavioral
propensities.

While some may view our findings as
improbable as a unicorn trotting through a
mathematical equation, they beckon a closer
examination of the intricate interplay
between personal identifiers and political
choices. Our results reflect the cheeky
unpredictability that often defines the
landscape of social phenomena, akin to a
laughing hyena in the solemn jungle of
statistical analyses. In the ever-evolving
narrative of human behavior, the allure of
unexpected correlations reminds us of the
inimitable whimsy that punctuates the
multifaceted dance of societal dynamics.

In conclusion, our findings tantalize the
intellect, much like the enticing aroma of a
freshly brewed cup of scholarly discourse.
They beckon a deeper exploration of the
enigmatic interweaving of nomenclature and
political leanings, encouraging further
research into the delightful unpredictability
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that characterizes the world of social trends.
As we bid adieu to this riveting discussion,
we are left with a delightful sense of wonder
— akin to stumbling upon an unsuspecting
punchline in the vast expanse of human
behavior and societal constructs.

Conclusion

Our investigation into the correlation
between the popularity of the name Raphael
and libertarian votes for senators in North
Carolina has unveiled a fascinating, albeit
eyebrow-raising connection. The robust
statistical analysis we conducted from data
spanning from 1980 to 2020 has shown a
correlation coefficient of 0.9513253, leaving
us with the feeling that, much like the name
itself, this relationship exudes an air of
timeless mystery and charm.

The patterns observed in the scatterplot,
which can only be described as a "match"
between the two variables, leave us
pondering the possibility that there may
indeed be some unforeseen cosmic force at
play here--though, we aren't discounting the
potency of statistical wizardry.

In the grand scheme of things, our aim was
not just to unearth numbers and equations
but to unravel the enigmatic dance between
nomenclature and political persuasions. And
as we wrap up this paper, we can't help but
savor the delightful irony of discovering
such compelling results rooted in the
whimsical world of human names and
political whims. Perhaps further study would
reveal even more surprising associations,
like finding a rare coin in an old, forgotten
jacket pocket.

However, and with a tinge of reluctant
disappointment, we must assert that, much

like a final quip in a stand-up comedy
routine, no more research is needed in this
domain. Our findings, while extraordinary,
paint a vivid picture of the captivating
interplay between the name Raphael and the
burgeoning votes for libertarian senators in
North Carolina. And much like a good
punchline, we leave this subject with a
lingering smile, confident that we have
uncovered a delightful anomaly in the dance
of human society.

VII. Reproducibility

To promote transparency and
reproducibility, we pledge to make our
datasets, code, and analytical procedures
readily available to the academic
community. It is our fervent hope that our
quest into the whimsical world of
nomenclature and political proclivities will
inspire future researchers to embark on
similar odysseys of intellectual curiosity.

VIII. Statistical Software

All statistical analyses were conducted
using the formidable software packages,
including R, SAS, and the occasional Python
script for good measure. The interplay
between our team and the statistical software
required both discernment and patience, as
we navigated the complex syntax and
capricious idiosyncrasies of these tools with
unfaltering resolve.
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