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Abstract

In this punderful research study, we endeavor to unearth the connection between the widespread
popularity of the "press f to pay respects" meme and the fluctuating interest in the ubiquitous term "yeet"
through the lens of Google searches. We got to the bottom of it and found some truly punbelievable
correlations. Using Google Trends data from 2006 to 2023, our research team uncovered a statistically
significant correlation coefficient of 0.8920223 and p < 0.01, demonstrating a remarkably strong
association between the viral meme and the frequency of searches for "yeet." It appears that the interplay
between these cultural phenomena is no laughing matter - but of course, we managed to slip in a dad
joke or two along the way. Our findings not only add a humorous twist to the fusion of internet memes and
linguistic trends but also shed light on the intricate dynamics of online culture. So, next time you're
tempted to press F to pay respects, remember to spare a thought for the enduring reach of the yeet
phenomenon - it may just give you a pun-tastic insight into contemporary digital behavior!

Copyleft 2024 Center for Research. No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The omnipresence of internet memes has
generated a robust, ever-evolving digital
culture that permeates various aspects of
online communication. Among these cultural

phenomena, the "press f to pay respects"
meme has attained widespread recognition
as a humorous and versatile expression of
empathy, originating from the video game
"Call of Duty: Advanced Warfare."
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Concurrently, the slang term "yeet" has
made its mark as a versatile exclamation of
excitement or approval in internet discourse.
Despite their seemingly distinct origins and
purposes, our study aims to elucidate the
intriguing  relationship  between  the
popularity of the "press f to pay respects"
meme and Google searches for "yeet",
aiming to shed light on the nuanced
interplay between the cultural zeitgeist and
linguistic trends.

As we embark on this comedic vyet
scientifically rigorous exploration, we are
reminded of a classic dad joke: What did the
digital culture enthusiasts say when they
encountered an intriguing meme? They
said, "This meme is quite pun-derful, don't
you think?" Indeed, in the realm of internet
culture, the intersection between humor and
inquiry often leads to unexpected, yet
enlightening, revelations.

Our research is well-positioned to contribute
to the burgeoning field of digital linguistics
and cultural studies, as we delve into the
interconnectedness of two seemingly
disparate phenomena. It is our hope that by
unraveling the underlying patterns that link
the "press f to pay respects” meme and
"yeet" searches, we can provide valuable
insights into the dynamics of internet culture
and its impact on linguistic trends.

So, join us on this yeet-tastic journey as we
navigate through the data to uncover the
hidden connections between meme virality
and linguistic enthusiasm. After all, as the
old adage goes, "There's no such thing as
too many puns in research — it's simply pun-
derful!”

2. Literature Review

The previous literature on internet memes
and their impact on linguistic trends has
largely focused on the spread and
transformation of individual memes within
digital ecosystems. Smith et al. (2017)

examined the diffusion patterns of viral
memes across different online platforms,
providing valuable insights into the
mechanisms underlying their propagation.
Similarlyy, Doe and Jones (2019)
investigated the cultural significance of
internet memes in shaping language usage
among online communities, highlighting the
dynamic interplay between visual humor
and linguistic expressions.

But let's not forget the dad joke in all of this:
Why don't internet memes ever get in
trouble? Because they always have a good
alibi — they're just too pun-derful to be guilty
of anything!

Shifting our focus to the realm of non-fiction
literature, works such as "The Internet is a
Playground" by David Thorne and "Memes
in Digital Culture" by Limor Shifman have
provided comprehensive analyses of meme
culture's evolution and its impact on
contemporary communication. However, as
we venture into the whimsical world of
internet culture, it would be remiss of us to
overlook the role of fictional narratives in
shaping our understanding of memes and
linguistic trends.

In the realm of fiction, authors like Douglas
Adams in "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy" and Ernest Cline in "Ready Player
One" have artfully incorporated internet
culture and meme references into their
storytelling, blurring the lines between
literary creativity and digital phenomenon.
These literary works demonstrate the
pervasive influence of internet memes in
popular culture and hint at the
interconnectedness of fictional narratives
and real-life linguistic dynamics.

And speaking of interconnectedness, did
you hear about the internet meme that went
to therapy? It was trying to understand its
complex relationship with its search history
—talk about a deep connection!

Moreover, the vibrant world of animated
cartoons and children's shows has served

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



as a breeding ground for iconic
catchphrases and cultural references, many
of which have permeated the lexicon of
internet  discourse. From "SpongeBob
SquarePants" to "Phineas and Ferb," these
beloved series have contributed to the
dissemination of catchphrases and internet
memes, shaping the linguistic landscape of
digital communication.

In conclusion, the multidimensional nature
of meme culture and its influence on
language usage extends across various
domains, from scholarly literature to fictional
narratives and popular media. By integrating
insights from diverse sources, we aim to
unravel the intricate relationship between
the "press f to pay respects" meme and the
widespread searches for "yeet," shedding
light on the eccentricities of internet culture
and its lasting impact on linguistic
phenomena. And if you're still questioning
the relevance of studying internet memes,
remember: as researchers, it's our duty to
be pun-derful in all aspects of inquiry — even
when exploring the quirks of digital culture!

3. Our approach & methods

To investigate the relationship between the
popularity of the "press f to pay respects”
meme and Google searches for "yeet", we
embarked on a data collection journey that
was as thorough as it was pun-derful. Our
research approach involved the meticulous
assembly and analysis of data from the
notorious data treasure troves, Google
Trends and Google Analytics. We gathered
information spanning the years 2006 to
2023, ensuring a comprehensive
exploration of the interplay between these
cultural phenomena.

Our data collection process was as precise
as a dad joke delivery — it involved a
strategic combination of keyword queries,
trend comparisons, and statistical analyses.
We harnessed the power of search engine
optimization with the finesse of a seasoned

punster, carefully selecting the appropriate
search terms and utilizing advanced
analytical tools to extract the relevant
search volume index data for both the
"press f to pay respects" meme and the
illustrious term "yeet."

After obtaining the data, we treated it with
the utmost care, conducting rigorous quality
checks akin to testing a well-crafted pun on
a discerning audience. We employed
mathematical and statistical techniques to
cleanse the data of any spurious
correlations or irregularities, thereby
ensuring the robustness and reliability of our
findings.

The statistical analyses were as enriching
as a good dad joke — we calculated
correlation coefficients, examined time
series properties, and conducted a thorough
deconstruction of the data using time series
decomposition methods. These analyses
not only provided insights into the temporal
dynamics of the meme's popularity and
"yeet" searches but also offered an
opportunity to slip in a few statistical puns
and witticisms.

Furthermore, we employed advanced
modeling techniques, including
autoregressive integrated moving average
(ARIMA) models and vector autoregression
(VAR) models, to explore the complex
interaction between the "press f to pay
respects” meme and "yeet" searches.
These modeling approaches allowed us to
uncover the latent relationships and
underlying patterns that characterize the co-
evolution of these cultural phenomena, all
without missing a chance to incorporate a
touch of statistical humor.

In a similar vein as the unexpected
punchline of a dad joke, our research
methodology aimed to bring together the
seemingly incongruent realms of internet
culture and statistical analysis. By deftly
navigating through the data maze and
applying statistical rigor with a hint of levity,
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we unveiled the compelling relationship
between the "press f to pay respects” meme
and searches for "yeet," offering a unique
glimpse into the interconnected dynamics of
online culture and linguistic trends.

In the end, much like a well-timed pun, our
methodology combined seriousness with a
dash of humor to yield results that are not
only  statistically = sound but also
entertainingly enlightening.

4. Results

Upon analyzing the extensive data gathered
from Google Trends from 2006 to 2023, a
statistically significant correlation emerged
between the popularity of the "press f to pay
respects" meme and Google searches for
"yeet." The correlation coefficient obtained
was 0.8920223, indicating a strong positive
relationship between the two variables.

This finding suggests a compelling
connection between the expression of
empathy through the "press f to pay
respects" meme and the online enthusiasm
represented by the term "yeet." If this
correlation were any stronger, we might
have to start "pressing y to pay respects"!

The r-squared value of 0.7957038
emphasizes that approximately 79.57% of
the variation in "yeet" searches can be
explained by the variation in the popularity
of the "press f to pay respects” meme.
That's quite a significant portion and a
rather "yeet-y" revelation, if you ask us.

Years 2006-2023, r=0.892, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

With a p-value of less than 0.01, the
correlation is statistically significant and
suggests that the observed relationship is
unlikely to be a result of random chance. It
appears that the impact of the "press f to
pay respects" meme on the frequency of
"yeet" searches is far from coincidental —
these results are dad joke-worthy in their
validity!

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts the
robust correlation between the popularity of
the "press f to pay respects" meme and the
frequency of searches for "yeet." This
graphical representation highlights the
strong linear relationship observed in the
data, leaving little room for doubt about the
influence of meme culture on linguistic
trends.

In conclusion, our findings provide empirical
evidence of the intriguing relationship
between internet memes and linguistic
trends. The substantial correlation between
the "press f to pay respects” meme and
"yeet" searches underscores the
interconnectedness of online culture and
language dynamics. This research not only
offers a whimsical twist on internet
phenomena but also enhances our
understanding of the symbiotic nature of
digital expressions and linguistic evolution.
It's punbelievable how interconnected our
online world truly is!
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5. Discussion

Our study delved into an uncharted territory
by exploring the connection between the
viral "press f to pay respects” meme and the
frequency of Google searches for the term
"yeet." While the juxtaposition of these
seemingly unrelated cultural phenomena
may initially appear whimsical, our findings
have revealed a robust and statistically
significant  relationship, validating the
previous research that hinted at the intricate
interplay of internet memes and linguistic
dynamics.

Our results demonstrated a strong positive
correlation between the popularity of the
"press f to pay respects" meme and the
frequency of searches for "yeet,” with a
correlation coefficient of 0.8920223 and a p-
value of less than 0.01. These statistical
indicators underscore the noteworthy
association between the expression of
empathy represented by the meme and the
exuberant online enthusiasm encapsulated
in the term "yeet." It seems that in the digital
realm, the act of paying respects and the
exclamation of "yeet" are not as unrelated
as one might initially assume.

To harken back to the previous literature
review, our findings align with the insights
provided by Smith et al. (2017) and Doe and
Jones (2019), who emphasized the dynamic
nature of internet memes in shaping
language usage within online communities.
Our study not only affirms the influence of
viral memes on linguistic trends but also
introduces a novel dimension by linking the
emotional resonance of the "press f to pay
respects" meme with the playful exuberance
embodied by "yeet." It appears that the
whimsical and dynamic nature of internet
culture manifests itself in unexpected yet
statistically significant ways.

Amidst the statistical rigor and scholarly
discourse, it is essential to acknowledge the
whimsical interjections of humor and puns in
our research journey. As much as we have

strived to maintain a serious academic tone,
the nature of our investigation into internet
culture and linguistic phenomena has lent
itself to the occasional infusion of dad jokes
and playful wit. True to the spirit of internet
memes, we couldn't resist the temptation to
insert a pun or two along the way — after all,
as researchers, it's our solemn duty to be
"pun-derful” in all aspects of inquiry.

Our study offers a playful yet poignant
insight into the interconnectedness of
internet memes and linguistic dynamics,
emphasizing the enduring impact of digital
expressions on contemporary
communication. As we navigate the
whimsical corridors of online culture, our
findings beckon us to press "F" to pay
respects not only to the meme itself but also
to the fascinating web of interconnected
linguistic phenomena that define our digital
landscape.

In the words of a true dad joke aficionado,
our research findings are nothing to "yeet"
aside — they present a tale of statistical
significance and cultural resonance that
enriches our understanding of the ever-
evolving interplay between internet memes
and linguistic trends.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
remarkably strong and significant correlation
between the popularity of the "press f to pay
respects” meme and the frequency of
searches for "yeet." This finding
emphasizes the intriguing
interconnectedness of internet culture and
linguistic trends, shedding light on the
resonance of digital expressions. It appears
that pressing F might not only pay respects
but also yield a "yeet" of approval in the vast
landscape of internet jargon.

Our study contributes to the burgeoning
field of digital linguistics and cultural studies
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by highlighting the symbiotic relationship
between internet memes and linguistic
evolution. As we wade through the data, we
are reminded of a pertinent dad joke: Why
couldn't the bicycle stand up by itself?
Because it was two-tired from navigating the
intricacies of internet culture! Similarly, our
research delves into the complexities of
online phenomena to unearth meaningful
insights worthy of a standing ovation.

With such compelling evidence of the
impact of meme virality on linguistic
enthusiasm, it becomes clear that further
exploration of the nuances of internet
culture is not only pun-derful but also pivotal
in understanding contemporary digital
behavior. Therefore, we assert that no more
research is needed in this area. The
correlations are as strong as the
gravitational pull towards a pun, and the
evidence is as clear as a well-crafted dad
joke!
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