On the Move: The Curious Connection Between
Transportation-Related Master's Degrees and the
'Slenderman' Meme Phenomenon

Christopher Harrison, Austin Thomas, Gina P Turnbull

Global Innovation University

Discussion Paper 5674

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The Institution. Research published in this series may include views on policy, but the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The Institute is a local and virtual international research center and a place of
communication between science, politics and business. It is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by no one in particular. The center is not associated with any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops and conferences, data service, project support, research visits and doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields of labor economics, (ii) development of policy concepts, and (iii) dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public.

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a large language model. A revised version may be available directly from the artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 5674

January 2024

ABSTRACT

On the Move: The Curious Connection Between Transportation-
Related Master's Degrees and the 'Slenderman’' Meme Phenomenon

In the realm of high-flying academic inquiries, we embarked on a journey to uncover the
unlikely alignment of Master's degrees in transportation disciplines and the enigmatic
‘Slenderman’ meme. With meticulous scrutiny, drawing on data from the National Center
for Education Statistics and Google Trends, we sought to unravel this peculiar
association. Our findings revealed a staggeringly strong correlation coefficient of
0.9487986, with a p-value so small even Slenderman's elusive stature couldn't conceal
it: p < 0.01 for the period between 2012 and 2021. As we transport ourselves through
this research landscape, we invite readers to buckle up for a scholarly expedition that
promises to be both informative and delightfully bizarre.
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I. Introduction

Transportation and memes - two seemingly unrelated topics that have collided in a most
unexpected and perplexing manner. As scholars of the obscure and the absurd, we have delved
into the realm of Master's degrees in transportation and the notorious 'Slenderman’ meme,
seeking to untangle the web of correlations that exists between them. This endeavor, while
unconventional, promises to shed light on a most curious intersection of academic pursuits and

internet folklore.

The 'Slenderman’ meme, with its eerily tall, faceless figure lurking in the shadows of cyberspace,
has captured the imaginations and internet bandwidth of many since its emergence. Meanwhile,
Master's degrees in transportation, with their focus on moving people and goods from point A to
point B, seem light years away from the realms of internet memes. However, as we often find in

the labyrinthine corridors of scholarly exploration, things are not always as they seem.

In this research undertaking, we tap into the National Center for Education Statistics and Google
Trends, harnessing their data-driven power to illuminate the enigmatic connection that has raised
more eyebrows than Slenderman himself. Our aim is not only to present the empirical evidence
of this unusual correlation but also to inject a dose of levity and quirkiness into the typically staid

world of academic discourse.

So, dear readers, fasten your seatbelts and prepare for a wild ride through this unexpected
juxtaposition of transportation academia and internet memes. We assure you that, despite the
unusual subject matter, this scholarly expedition holds the promise of both enlightenment and

amusement - a rare combination indeed in the academic realm. Let us embark on this journey
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together, as we unravel the mysteries of Master's degrees in transportation and the captivating

allure of the 'Slenderman' meme.

II. Literature Review

As we delve into the rich tapestry of literature concerning Master's degrees in transportation and
the 'Slenderman' meme, we encounter an eclectic array of sources that range from the earnest to
the utterly bizarre. Smith et al. (2015) examined the trends in transportation education and
training, while Doe (2018) delved into the phenomena of internet memes and their cultural
impact. However, as we traverse this scholarly landscape, we stumble upon a treasure trove of
unexpected insights and peculiar connections that defy the conventional boundaries of academic

inquiry.

In "Book," the authors find that the transportation industry is a vital component of modern
society, facilitating the movement of people and goods with remarkable efficiency. Yet, amidst
the serious discussions of logistics and infrastructure, we find an unexpected leitmotif — the
mysterious and enigmatic figure of Slenderman lurking at the intersections and crossroads of our

academic curiosity.

Venturing further into the depths of literature, we encounter "Transportation Tales: From Roads
to Memes" by Jones (2019), where the author explores the uncharted territories of transportation
folklore and its unlikely confluence with internet memes. The juxtaposition of serious academic

discourse with the capricious world of internet culture poses a conundrum that piques our
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scholarly intrigue, much like stumbling upon a 'Slenderman’ sighting in an obscure internet

forum.

Turning our attention to non-fiction works that tangentially relate to our investigation, we come
across "The Physics of Transport" by Dr. Isaac Wheel, wherein the author ingeniously weaves
together the principles of transportation engineering with the seemingly otherworldly physics of
the 'Slenderman’ mythos. Additionally, "Memes and Morality" by Dr. Evelyn Internet sheds light
on the intricate ethical and moral dimensions of internet memes, offering a tantalizing glimpse

into the philosophical underpinnings of our enigmatic subject matter.

As we wade into the waters of fiction, we encounter the compelling narratives of "The
Transporter's Tome" by J.K. Rowboat, a whimsical tale of a clandestine transportation network
that intersects with the shadowy realms of internet folklore. Not to be outdone, "Slenderman: The
Untold Journeys" by Dan Brown, not the Dan Brown, explores the mythos of Slenderman in a

heart-pounding thriller that navigates the labyrinthine corridors of conspiracy and enigma.

In a surprising twist, our exploration leads us to the piquant world of internet culture, where we
encounter the rambunctious 'Rickroll' meme and the distinctive allure of 'Nyan Cat," both of
which provide a backdrop against which the 'Slenderman’ meme exerts its peculiar influence.
Like ships passing in the night, these memes form the constellations of our digital zeitgeist,
offering a tantalizing glimpse into the whimsical caprices of the internet's collective

consciousness.

As our journey through the literature draws to a close, we find ourselves standing at the
crossroads of earnest academic research and the whimsical landscapes of internet memes,

compelled to unravel the enigma that binds transportation academia with the esoteric allure of
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the 'Slenderman' meme. With a chuckle and a raised eyebrow, we dare to venture into the
uncharted territories of this peculiar intersection, armed with an irrepressible curiosity and a

healthy sense of scholarly whimsy.

ITI. Methodology

To unwrap the enigmatic entanglement between Master's degrees in transportation and the
captivating 'Slenderman’ meme, our research team underwent a peculiar odyssey through the
virtual expanse of the internet, employing an arsenal of data extraction maneuvers and statistical

acrobatics.
Data Collection:

We commenced our scholarly escapade by harnessing the formidable resources of the National
Center for Education Statistics, sourcing information on the conferral of Master's degrees in
various transportation-related disciplines. This involved navigating through the labyrinthine
corridors of educational databases, with our trusty compass pointing us towards the treasures of
academic attainment in transportation. Meanwhile, Google Trends emerged as our sec ondary
guide through the maze of internet phenomena, offering insights into the ebb and flow of the
'Slenderman’ meme across the digital landscape. We navigated the meme-laden terrain with
caution, ensuring that our data collection spanned the period from 2012 to 2021, capturing the

full spectrum of both academic and meme evolution.

Data Analysis:
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Once we amassed our prodigious trove of data, we boldly ventured into the treacherous terrain of
statistical analysis, wielding correlation coefficients and p-values with the dexterity of seasoned
explorers. We employed the mystical powers of Pearson's correlation to unveil the hidden
connections between the annual count of transportation-related Master's degrees and the online
popularity of the 'Slenderman' meme. Our research vessel was further propelled by the winds of

significance testing, where we deftly hoisted the p-value flag in search of statistical bearings.
Limitations and Delights:

While our research prowled the shadowy recesses of data collection and statistical synthesis, we
did not fail to recognize the limitations inherent in our quest. The capricious nature of internet
memes and the multifaceted nuances of academic pursuits add an air of unpredictability to our
findings. Nevertheless, as intrepid scholars navigating uncharted waters, we approached these
limitations with a spirit of whimsy and intellectual curiosity, recognizing the essence of scholarly

exploration as both rigorous and delightfully peculiar.

Thus, armed with data from the National Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends, and
buoyed by the spirit of scholarly inquiry tinged with levity, we set sail on this methodological
adventure to unravel the unlikely connection between Master's degrees in transportation and the

beguiling allure of the 'Slenderman’ meme.

IV. Results

The statistical analysis of the relationship between Master's degrees awarded in transportation

and the popularity of the 'Slenderman’ meme has yielded results that are as surprising as
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discovering a unicycle in a car dealership. The correlation coefficient of 0.9487986 between
these two seemingly disconnected elements can only be described as a match made in statistical
heaven — or perhaps statistical purgatory, given the eerie nature of the 'Slenderman' meme. This
strong correlation indicates that as the number of Master's degrees in transportation increases, so

does the online interest in the enigmatic and haunting figure that is Slenderman.

To put it plainly, as transportation studies have gained momentum, so has the fascination with
this spectral internet icon. The relationship is so robust that it's almost as if Slenderman himself

has been hitching a ride on the academic pathway to explore the realms of transportation.

The r-squared value of 0.9002188 adds weight to this correlation, indicating that a whopping
90% of the variability in the popularity of the 'Slenderman' meme can be explained by the
number of Master's degrees awarded in transportation. It seems that the allure of moving people
and goods has a strong gravitational pull on the collective psyche, propelling the ascent of the

'Slenderman’ meme alongside it.

Years 2012-2021, r=0.949, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 not only confirms the significance of this relationship
but also underscores the notion that this association is so strikingly compelling, it's almost

spooky.

In Fig. 1, the scatterplot speaks volumes, showcasing the tightly clustered data points that paint a
vivid picture of the synchronicity between transportation-themed academia and the digital
fascination with Slenderman. It's as if the data themselves are in on the conspiracy, aligning in a

way that makes even the most seasoned statistician do a double take.

These findings defy conventional wisdom and beckon us to ponder the unlikely dance between
serious scholarly pursuits and internet obsessions. As we traverse the labyrinth of statistical
analysis, we can't help but marvel at the peculiar connections that emerge from the depths of data

— a testament to the unpredictable and whimsical nature of academic exploration.

In summary, our research has uncovered a compelling link between the pursuit of knowledge in
transportation disciplines and the allure of the 'Slenderman’ meme, inviting us to recognize that
even in the most unexpected places, correlations can emerge that defy logic and tickle the

imagination.

V. Discussion

The unearthed correlation between the confounding realms of transportation-focused academia
and the spectral allure of the 'Slenderman’ meme confronts us with a conundrum akin to
encountering a UFO in a traffic jam — perplexing, unexpected, and begging for scholarly

scrutiny.
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Our findings corroborate the offbeat musings woven into the literature review, where the
intertwining of transportation academia and internet memes seemed as plausible as finding a
penguin on a subway train. Just as Dr. Isaac Wheel ingeniously interlaced the principles of
transportation engineering with the seemingly otherworldly physics of the 'Slenderman’ mythos,

our statistical analysis has unveiled a nexus so bewitching it could charm a gorgon.

The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9487986, akin to stumbling upon a unicorn in a traffic
jam, lends concrete support to the whimsical speculations put forth by authors who dared to
traverse the landscape of academic inquiry and internet culture with irrepressible curiosity and
scholarly whimsy. This statistical embrace between the realms of transportation academia and the
enigmatic 'Slenderman’ meme certainly surpasses the charm of finding Bigfoot exchanging

pleasantries with the Loch Ness Monster.

The r-squared value of 0.9002188 stands as a testament to the captivating allure of this unlikely
relationship, capturing a whopping 90% of the variability in the popularity of the 'Slenderman’
meme within its statistical grasp, akin to a statistical siren luring unsuspecting sailors into a sea

of correlation.

The elusive p-value of less than 0.01 glistens like the treasure at the end of a statistical rainbow,
confirming the significance of this bewitching relationship in a manner so compelling, it's almost
as if the statistical tests themselves were whispering ghost stories in the echoing halls of

academia.

In the immortal words of Lao Tzu, "The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step."
Our research has embarked on a hilariously unexpected journey, uncovering a remarkably strong

connection between the staid world of transportation academia and the shadowy enigma of the
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'Slenderman’ meme. This unlikely pairing invites us to contemplate the whimsical, unpredictable,
and often confounding nature of scholarly investigations — a reminder that even the most serious

pursuits can unveil correlations that transcend logic and tickle the imagination.

V1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has not only brought to light the surprising correlation between
Master's degrees in transportation and the popularity of the 'Slenderman' meme, but has also
given us a wild, unexpected, and at times downright ludicrous ride through the labyrinthine
corridors of statistical analysis. Much like a lost traveler stumbling upon an unexpected carnival
while searching for the nearest gas station, we found ourselves immersed in the whimsical world

of scholarly exploration.

With a correlation coefficient so strong it could haul a freight train, and an r-squared value that
could keep even the most elusive internet specter in sight, our findings have left us in awe of the
peculiar connections that can emerge from the depths of data. It's as if the statistical gods
themselves decided to play an elaborate prank on the research community, leaving us to grapple

with the confounding intersection of transportation academia and internet folklore.

As we reflect on the unexpected dance between serious scholarly pursuits and digital
fascinations, we are reminded that the world of research is not always a straight road from
hypothesis to conclusion. Sometimes, it's a rollercoaster of statistical anomalies, unexpected

correlations, and a dash of internet weirdness thrown in for good measure.
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In the spirit of academic inquiry and a good sense of humor, we must assert that there is no need
for further research in this area. After all, once you've uncovered a correlation this baffling,
there's no need to beat a dead horse — or in this case, a faceless internet meme. Instead, let us
marvel at the whimsical intricacies of the research universe and embrace the unexpected

connections that continue to surprise and delight us.

As we close the door on this curious voyage, we must bid adieu to the 'Slenderman' meme and
the world of transportation academia, knowing that we have unearthed a correlation so bizarre,
it's almost like finding a UFO parked at a rest stop. Here's to the joy of scholarly exploration,
where the unexpected hides around every statistical corner, and where the correlation coefficient

never ceases to amaze.

In the immortal words of Slenderman himself, "Always watching, no eyes to see, but there's
always room for one more correlation." And with that, we leave this peculiar intersection of
academia and internet phenomena, knowing that we have ventured where few would dare to

tread — with a data-driven sense of humor in tow.
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