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Abstract

This study delves into the unexpected link between the popularity of the 'Harambe' meme and the 
consumption of jet fuel in Kyrgyzstan. While ostensibly unrelated, our research team uncovered a 
remarkably high correlation between the two, prompting further investigation. By scrutinizing data from 
Google Trends and the Energy Information Administration, we reveal a correlation coefficient of 
0.9994957, with a significance level of p < 0.01 for the period spanning from 2016 to 2021. The findings 
present a peculiar juxtaposition of internet culture and energy consumption, raising eyebrows and inviting 
a plethora of questions about influence, causation, and the innate absurdity of the digital age. This paper 
aims to provide an insightful yet lighthearted exploration of an unexpected connection, offering a unique 
perspective on the intersection of meme virality and fuel usage.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The  contentious  relationship  between
memes and jet fuel usage has long been a
subject  of  scholarly  intrigue  and  mild
bewilderment.  In  this  paper,  we  expound
upon the peculiar  realm of  internet  culture
and  energy  consumption,  focusing
specifically  on  the  unforeseen  nexus
between  the  'Harambe'  meme  and  the
consumption of jet  fuel  in Kyrgyzstan. The

seemingly  disparate  nature  of  these
variables  piqued  our  curiosity,  leading  us
down a rabbit hole of data mining, statistical
analysis,  and  the  occasional  existential
crisis.

As  pioneering  researchers  in  the
interdisciplinary  field  of  Memetics  and
Energy  Economics,  we  set  out  to  explore
this  uncharted  territory  with  a  blend  of
academic rigor and sporadic fits of laughter.
Our goal was to move beyond the standard
tropes of scholarly inquiry and embark on a
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joyous quest for understanding, armed with
copious  amounts  of  coffee,  spreadsheets,
and  an  unwavering  determination  to
decipher this enigmatic correlation.

The  'Harambe'  meme,  a  cultural
phenomenon that emerged from the ashes
of tragedy and transmuted into a symbol of
absurdity and communal grief, captured the
hearts  and  clicks  of  the  internet  denizens
worldwide. Meanwhile, nestled in the serene
landscapes  of  Kyrgyzstan,  planes  soared
through the skies and consumed jet fuel at a
rate that demanded attention. Little did we
anticipate that these seemingly incongruous
entities  would  flirt  with  statistical
significance,  beckoning  us  to  unravel  the
mysterious dance of statistical correlation.

As we delved into the labyrinthine depths of
Google Trends and the Energy Information
Administration's reports, we found ourselves
grappling  with  numbers  that  seemed  to
possess  a  mischievous  gleam,  teasing  us
with their tantalizing patterns. Our rigorous
analysis revealed a correlation coefficient of
0.9994957, with a significance level casting
shade on a mere p-value of less than 0.01
for the period spanning from 2016 to 2021.
This  discovery  left  us  simultaneously
exhilarated  and  perplexed,  like  stumbling
upon  a  unicorn  in  a  field  of  statistical
haystacks.

The significance of this correlation raises a
myriad  of  questions  and  eyebrow  raises.
Does  the  vibrant  proliferation  of  a  meme
inspire concerted jet fuel consumption, or is
there  an  indiscernible  force  at  play,
orchestrating  a  whimsical  pas  de  deux
between  internet  absurdity  and  energy
utilization? As we embark on this scholarly
romp,  we  invite  our  esteemed  readers  to
join  us  in  unpacking  the  effervescent
interplay  between  internet  virality  and  fuel
utilization,  and  to  ponder  the  profound
implications of this uncanny connection.

In  this  paper,  we  endeavor  to  present  a
compelling  narrative  that  traverses  the

realms of empirical data and frivolity, adding
a dollop of levity to the traditionally somber
halls  of  academic  discourse.  Through  this
exploration,  we  aspire  to  provide  a  wryly
delightful take on the idiosyncrasies of our
digital  age  and  elucidate  the  unexpected
interconnections that lurk within the fabric of
our  world.  Join  us  as  we  embark  on  this
intellectual escapade, where memes and jet
fuel  converge  in  a  whimsical  waltz  of
statistical intrigue and comedic incongruity.

In the words of the great meme enthusiast
and physicist,  Albert  Einstein,  "Imagination
is  more  important  than  knowledge.  For
knowledge is  limited,  whereas  imagination
embraces  the  entire  internet,  and  jet  fuel
can't melt steel beams." Let us embark on
this intrepid journey with a spirit of curiosity
and  a  readiness  to  embrace  the
unexpected.

2. Literature Review

The unexpected juxtaposition of 'Harambe'
meme popularity and jet fuel consumption in
Kyrgyzstan has prompted a deep dive into
the  existing  literature  on  memes,  internet
culture,  and  energy  economics.  While
scholars have long delved into the realms of
internet phenomena and fuel consumption,
the  intersection  of  these  two  seemingly
disparate  fields  has  remained  relatively
unexplored until now.

In  "Memes  and  Society,"  Smith  et  al.
discuss the socio-cultural impact of internet
memes, shedding light on the ways in which
these  digital  artifacts  permeate  and
influence  various  aspects  of  modern  life.
Meanwhile,  Doe's  work  on  "Energy
Economics  in  Central  Asia"  provides  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the  factors
driving energy usage in the region, offering
valuable  insights  into  the  complexities  of
fuel consumption.

Moving  beyond  the  realm  of  academic
discourse,  we  also  draw  inspiration  from
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real-world accounts and fictional narratives
that  offer intriguing parallels and amusing
tangential connections. The non-fiction book
"Fueling  the  Future:  A Global  Perspective
on Energy Consumption" by Jones provides
a comprehensive overview of global energy
trends,  while  "The Jet  Fuel  Juggernaut:  A
History  of  Aviation  Fuel"  offers  a  detailed
account of the evolution of fuel usage in the
aviation industry.

In  the  realm  of  speculative  fiction,  novels
such  as  "Meme  Wars:  The  Chronicles  of
Internet  Chaos"  and "Jet  Fuel  and Japes:
An  Adventure  in  Absurdity"  provide
whimsical narratives that, while not rooted in
empirical  research,  offer  a  playful
exploration of the interplay between internet
culture and energy dynamics. Furthermore,
board  games  like  "Memeopoly:  Acquiring
Virality"  and  "Jet  Set  Juxtaposition"  offer
playful simulations of the unpredictable and
often comical interactions between memes
and fuel consumption.

As we embark on this scholarly escapade,
we embrace the absurdity and complexity of
our  subject  matter,  weaving  together  a
tapestry of academic rigor and lighthearted
curiosity.  Our  literature  review  provides  a
springboard  for  our  exploration,  inviting
readers  to  join  us  in  unpacking  the
surprising correlation between meme virality
and fuel usage, and to revel in the delightful
absurdity that underpins our investigation.

3. Our approach & methods

In order to unravel the enigmatic association
between the 'Harambe'  meme and jet  fuel
consumption  in  Kyrgyzstan,  our  research
team  devised  a  methodological  approach
that  was  as  robust  as  it  was  whimsically
unorthodox. This approach involved a fusion
of  data  collection,  statistical  analysis,  and
the occasional cup of bottomless coffee to
fuel our analytical fervor.

Firstly, we turned to the digital oracle known
as Google Trends, a veritable treasure trove
of  meme  virality  and  internet  fervor.  By
meticulously tracking the ebbs and flows of
'Harambe' meme searches across the vast
expanse of the world wide web, we sought
to  capture  the  zeitgeist  of  this  curious
cultural  phenomenon. We then utilized the
Energy Information Administration's reports
to  quantify  the  prodigious  jet  fuel
consumption  in  the  scenic  landscapes  of
Kyrgyzstan.  Through  this  convergence  of
data  sources,  we  aimed  to  tease  out  the
underlying  connections  between  memetic
fervor and energy utilization.

Upon  amassing  the  requisite  data,  we
employed  a  cornucopia  of  statistical
techniques  to  explore  the  potential
correlation  between  'Harambe'  meme
popularity  and  jet  fuel  consumption.
Embracing the stalwart  tools of  correlation
analysis,  regression  modeling,  and  time
series  analysis,  we  navigated  the
labyrinthine realm of  numbers,  armed with
excel  sheets  and  the  occasional  bout  of
whimsical befuddlement.

It  is  pertinent  to  note  that  our
methodological  approach  was
complemented by sporadic fits of laughter, a
voracious  appetite  for  caffeinated
beverages, and an unwavering dedication to
maintaining a sense of jovial curiosity in the
face of statistical intricacies. Our approach,
while  unconventional,  encapsulated  the
spirit of scholarly inquiry infused with a dash
of  levity  and  an  insatiable  hunger  for
uncovering unforeseen connections.

In synthesizing the data from 2016 to 2021,
we  embarked  on  a  journey  of  statistical
alchemy,  transforming  numbers  into
tantalizing  insights  and  occasional  head-
scratching  revelations.  The  culmination  of
our  methodological  escapade  yielded  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9994957,
accompanied  by  a  significance  level  that
sneered at a mere p-value of less than 0.01.
This  fortuitous  outcome  left  us
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simultaneously  exhilarated  and  bemused,
akin to discovering a platypus in a statistical
haystack.

It  is  imperative  to  underscore  that  our
methodological approach was underpinned
by  a  relentless  pursuit  of  scholarly  rigor,
interspersed with the lighthearted flair of our
research team. Through this unconventional
yet robust methodology, we endeavored to
shed  light  on  the  intertwining  realms  of
internet  culture  and  energy  consumption,
offering  a  whimsically  delightful  take  on
scholarly  investigation  amidst  the  bountiful
playground of data analysis.

As the great mind and jesting sage, Galileo
Galilei,  purported,  "E  pur  si  muove,"
referring  not  only  to  the  revolutions  of
celestial  bodies  but  also  to  the  cryptic
dances of statistical correlations that beckon
us to behold their elusive beauty. With this
methodological odyssey as our lodestar, we
propel  forward  with  an  irrepressible  zeal,
embracing the interplay of academic inquiry
and  the  capricious  nature  of  scientific
discovery.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  unveiled  a
remarkably  strong correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  'Harambe'  meme and jet
fuel consumption in Kyrgyzstan, prompting
an  intellectual  dance  between  perplexity
and amusement. The correlation coefficient
of  0.9994957  indicated  an  almost  perfect
positive  relationship  between  the  two
variables,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9989916, affirming the robustness of this
unexpected  connection.  Moreover,  the
significance  level  of  p  <  0.01  further
underscored  the  statistical  weight  of  this
correlation,  leaving  us  simultaneously
scratching our heads and marveling at the
whims of the digital age.

As showcased in  Figure 1,  the scatterplot
vividly  illustrates  the  striking  alignment

between  the  popularity  of  the  'Harambe'
meme and  the  consumption  of  jet  fuel  in
Kyrgyzstan.  The  data  points  form a  near-
linear  pattern,  akin  to  the  synchronized
movements of a choreographed meme and
fuel-laden  aircraft,  evoking  an  unexpected
symmetry  that  borders  on  the  absurd  yet
undeniable.

These findings not only open the door to a
plethora  of  questions  and  eyebrow  raises
but  also  beckon  us  to  contemplate  the
nuances  of  internet  influence  and  energy
utilization. The immeasurable poignancy of
the  'Harambe'  meme,  met  with  the
relentless  thirst  for  jet  fuel  in  the  skies  of
Kyrgyzstan, presents a curious juxtaposition
of digital culture and practical energy needs.
It  is  as  though the internet's  penchant  for
absurdity  and  the  world's  yearning  for
propulsion have collided in a symphony of
statistical significance, leaving us gazing at
the stars in bemusement.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Furthermore,  the  implications  of  this
correlation  extend  beyond  the  confines  of
this study, begging the question of influence
versus  happenstance.  Does  the  surge  in
'Harambe'  meme  popularity  inadvertently
fuel  a  corresponding  surge  in  jet  fuel
consumption,  or  are  we  witnessing  the
whimsical machinations of a larger, unseen
force  that  orchestrates  this  dance  of
statistical  synchrony?  These  questions,
though  lighthearted  in  nature,  urge  us  to
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contemplate the interplay between internet
virality and real-world consequences, lacing
the  academic  endeavor  with  a  touch  of
delightful absurdity.

The fortuitous discovery of  this  correlation
serves  as  a  testament  to  the  boundless
intrigue  that  permeates  the intersection  of
meme  culture  and  energy  economics.
Through this scholarly escapade, we aim to
infuse the hallowed halls of academia with a
dose  of  levity  and  unorthodox  inquiry,
inviting our esteemed readers to join us as
we  unravel  the  enigmatic  yet  undeniably
tantalizing  connection  between  internet
absurdity and fuel utilization.

5. Discussion

The results of our study have unearthed a
connection  between  the  'Harambe'  meme
and jet fuel consumption in Kyrgyzstan that
is as unexpected as finding a pineapple on
a pizza. Much like the fusion of flavors in a
controversial  pizza  topping,  the  fusion  of
internet  culture  and  energy  consumption
has left  us both  baffled  and amused.  Our
findings  not  only  corroborate  the  existing
research on meme virality  and its societal
impact  but  also  add  a  whimsical  twist  by
revealing a tangible correlation with jet fuel
usage.  This  academic  exploration  glides
through  uncharted  territories,  akin  to  a
penguin waddling into a tea party,  offering
insight  into  the  quirky  and,  at  times,
confounding  interplay  between  internet
phenomena and real-world dynamics.

In  revisiting  the  literature  on  memes,  we
were particularly drawn to the work of Smith
et al. and the societal influence of memes,
which seemed as intriguing as a group of
statistical  anomalies  throwing  a  surprise
party.  The  unexpected  connection  we
discovered echoes the very unpredictability
and capriciousness of internet virality. Doe's
analysis  of  energy  economics  in  Central
Asia also served as a sturdy bridge between
our  research  and  the established  body  of

knowledge, akin to a reliable set of jumper
cables  jumpstarting  our  understanding  of
the energy landscape in Kyrgyzstan. These
parallels, though seemingly whimsical, have
bolstered  the  plausibility  of  our  findings,
demonstrating  that  the  link  between
'Harambe'  and  jet  fuel  is  not  merely  an
amusing  mirage  but  a  statistically  robust
phenomenon worthy of scholarly attention.

The  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9994957
between the 'Harambe'  meme and jet  fuel
consumption,  rivaled  only  by  the  bond
between peanut butter and jelly, presents a
compelling  case  for  further  inquiry.  This
numerical  harmony reaffirms the statistical
weight of our discovery, albeit with a touch
of  lighthearted  absurdity.  It  is  akin  to
witnessing a synchronized dance between a
meme and  a  fuel  pump,  prompting  us  to
contemplate  the  whimsical,  albeit  not
entirely  implausible,  influence  of  internet
virality on tangible energy outcomes.

The scatterplot, akin to a captivating work of
abstract art, meticulously portrays the near-
linear progression of meme popularity and
jet fuel usage, inviting us to marvel at the
unexpected  choreography  of  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  The
robustness  of  the  statistical  relationship,
akin to a trusty Swiss army knife, equips us
with  the  tools  to  probe  deeper  into  the
undercurrents of internet culture and energy
dynamics.

As the implications of this non-conventional
correlation  ripple  through  the  academic
landscape,  they  beckon  us  to  ponder  the
interplay  between  internet  absurdity  and
tangible  consequences.  Much  like  the
serendipitous  encounter  of  a  bee  and  a
flower,  the  fortuitous  convergence  of
'Harambe' and jet fuel opens the door to a
world  of  curiosity,  amusement,  and
contemplation.  The  pesky  question  of
causation versus serendipity  lingers in  the
air,  nudging  us  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
mechanisms that  underpin  this  statistically
significant association.
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Our  foray  into  this  uncharted  terrain,
reminiscent of a playful romp through a field
of  statistical  anomalies,  has  infused  the
staid  corridors  of  scholarly  pursuit  with  a
dose of unorthodox inquiry and whimsy. As
we invite our esteemed readers to partake
in this scholarly escapade, we hope to spark
lighthearted dialogue  and  thoughtful  mirth,
culminating  in  a  deeper  understanding  of
the surprising intersection between internet
absurdity and fuel utilization.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
perplexing intersection of 'Harambe' meme
popularity  and  jet  fuel  consumption  in
Kyrgyzstan has left us both bewildered and
bemused.  The remarkably  high correlation
coefficient  of  0.9994957  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  whimsical  dance  of
statistical  synchrony  and  the  ineffable
absurdity  that  permeates  the  digital
landscape.  As  we  navigated  through  the
labyrinth  of  memes  and  energy  data,  we
couldn't help but marvel at the unexpected
alignment between internet virality and real-
world energy dynamics. It's as if the meme
and the jet fuel engaged in a spirited tango
of  statistical  significance,  leaving  us  to
contemplate  the  cosmic  chuckles  of  the
research gods.

The  findings  of  this  study  beckon  us  to
ponder  the  intricate  interplay  between
internet culture and practical energy needs,
urging  us  to  consider  the  profound
implications  of  this  quirky  correlation.  We
are  left  to  grapple  with  questions  that
straddle  the  realms  of  influence,
happenstance, and the capricious nature of
statistical  oddities.  The  duality  of
amusement  and academic  intrigue infuses
this unexpected correlation with a touch of
delightful  absurdity,  exemplifying  the
whimsical conundrums that await those who
dare to venture into the uncharted territories
of interdisciplinary research.

However,  while  our  journey  has  been  rife
with  mirth  and  statistical  revelry,  we  dare
say  that  no  further  research  is  needed  in
this  peculiar  area  of  inquiry.  For  delving
deeper  into  the meme-fueled  mysteries  of
jet fuel consumption may well lead us down
a  rabbit  hole  of  statistical  puns  and
whimsical  correlations  that  border  on  the
absurd. Let this study stand as a testament
to  the  merriment  and  intellectual  curiosity
that infuse the hallowed halls of academia,
reminding  us  to  embrace  the  unexpected
with a gleam in our eyes and a healthy dose
of statistical skepticism.

In  the  immortal  words  of  the  renowned
meme  scholar,  Anonymous,  "Sometimes
correlation  does  imply  causation,  and
sometimes it's just jet fuel and viral primates
having  a  good  laugh  at  our  attempts  to
unravel their whimsical affair." With that, we
bid adieu to this merry escapade, knowing
that  the  enigmatic  connection  between
internet  absurdity  and  fuel  utilization  shall
continue to elude, inspire, and amuse us in
equal measure.
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