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Abstract

This study delves into the intriguing relationship between the proliferation of the 'crying michael jordan' 
meme and the number of preschool special education teachers in Arizona. Leveraging data from Google 
Trends and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, our research team scrutinized the correlation between these 
seemingly unrelated phenomena. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a striking correlation coefficient of 
0.8520875 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the period spanning 2012 to 2022. 
Our analysis not only sheds light on the unanticipated interplay between online culture and early 
childhood education but also underscores the need for further investigation into the whimsical intricacies 
of socio-cultural trends. In essence, this paper presents a novel perspective on the unanticipated 
confluence of internet memes and education, where the laughter-inducing "crying Michael Jordan" 
transcends its digital domain to unveil an unexpected influence in the realm of preschool special 
education.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The art of memes has permeated the fabric
of  our  digital  society,  adding  a  touch  of
humor  and  absurdity  to  our  online
interactions. From the iconic "Grumpy Cat"
to the ever-relatable "Distracted Boyfriend,"
these  viral  visual  concoctions  have
captivated  the  imagination  of  internet
denizens and sparked many a chuckle. One

particularly  mercurial  figure that  has taken
the online world by storm is none other than
the  legendary  basketball  icon,  Michael
Jordan, portrayed in the throes of emotional
anguish. The 'crying Michael Jordan' meme
has  become  a  ubiquitous  symbol  of
mocking  life's  more  unfortunate  moments,
spreading like wildfire  across social  media
platforms  and  ingraining  itself  in  the
collective  consciousness  of  netizens
worldwide.
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Curiously, as this meme soared to dizzying
heights  of  virality  and  absurdity,  an
unexpected correlation emerged, casting its
metaphorical  net  into  the  realms  of
education,  particularly  in  the  domain  of
preschool  special  education  in  the  sun-
soaked  state  of  Arizona.  While  one  might
initially dismiss such a connection as a fluke
or  an  aberration,  our  inquisitive  research
team  could  not  help  but  ponder  the
underlying  implications  of  this  seemingly
whimsical  tie  between internet  culture and
early  childhood  education.  Thus,  our
investigation sought to dissect this peculiar
association  and  unearth  the  enigmatic
bonds  that  intertwine  the  frivolousness  of
internet  memes  with  the  earnestness  of
educational pursuits.

With  a  dash  of  data  from  Google  Trends
and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  our
scholarly  expedition  delved  into  the digital
footprints left by the 'crying Michael Jordan'
meme and its éclat, juxtaposed against the
staffing  landscape  of  preschool  special
education in the arid expanse of Arizona. As
we  unearthed  the  surprising  correlation
between these two divergent domains, our
curiosity  piqued,  and  our  skepticism gave
way  to  intellectual  fever.  The  statistical
analyses, as we shall reveal in the following
sections, unveiled a compelling relationship
that surpasses mere coincidence, urging us
to  don  our  academic  thinking  caps  and
embark  on  a  journey  through  the  hitherto
unexplored corridors of memeology and its
curious  interplay  with  educational
frameworks.

2. Literature Review

Smith  and  Jones  (2018)  conducted  a
seminal  study  examining  the  impact  of
internet  memes  on  societal  trends  and
behaviors.  They  found  a  significant
correlation  between  the  proliferation  of
memes  and  shifts  in  cultural  norms,
presenting  a  compelling  argument  for  the

potential  influence of  these digital  artifacts
on  various  aspects  of  human  life.
Furthermore,  Doe  and  Johnson  (2016)
explored the dynamics of digital virality and
its  repercussions  on  social  phenomena,
highlighting the far-reaching implications of
meme culture.  These  works  laid  a  strong
foundational  understanding  of  the  power
wielded  by  internet  memes  in  shaping
societal narratives and behaviors.

In  "Memes and  Modern  Society"  by  A.  J.
Gardner,  a  comprehensive  exploration  of
the role of memes in contemporary culture
is presented, shedding light on their ability
to infiltrate and alter societal consciousness.
Similarly,  "The  Viral  Shift:  How  Online
Culture  is  Transforming  Society"  by  R.  K.
Patel  dissects the mechanisms behind the
viral  dissemination  of  internet  memes and
their  potential  impact  on  diverse  societal
facets, including education.

Moving  beyond  the  realm  of  non-fiction
literature,  the  works  of  fiction  also  offer
intriguing  insights  into  the  interplay  of
popular  culture  and  education.  The  subtle
influence of  societal  trends on educational
paradigms is interwoven within the pages of
"The Meme Manifesto" by K. L. Thompson,
providing a thought-provoking narrative  on
the  intersection  of  viral  phenomena  and
educational  frameworks.  Furthermore,  the
allegorical  nuances  of  internet  culture's
impact  on  educational  phenomena  are
metaphorically  depicted  in  "The  Tale  of
Crying  Michael  Jordan"  by  P.  Q.  Author,
weaving  a  whimsical  yet  insightful  tale  of
meme-induced pedagogical transformation.

Additionally,  the  team  extensively  studied
timeless  cartoons  and  children's  shows,
including "SpongeBob SquarePants," "Paw
Patrol,"  and "Blue's  Clues,"  to  discern  the
potential  subconscious  effects  of  internet
memes  on  early  childhood  development.
These  seemingly  innocuous  animations
may  hold  subtle  clues  to  the  influence  of
online culture on the impressionable minds
of  young  learners,  prompting  further
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exploration  into  the  indirect  impact  of
internet  memes on  educational  paradigms
at a formative age.

Indeed,  the  nexus  between  the  'crying
Michael Jordan'  meme and the number of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Arizona  is  a  rich  tapestry  of  intrigue,
whimsy,  and  unexpected  correlations  that
beckon us to unravel its enigmatic threads
with both scholarly rigor and a touch of light-
hearted curiosity.

3. Our approach & methods

Heralded  by  our  insatiable  curiosity  and
armed  with  an  eclectic  blend  of
inquisitiveness and statistical  fortitude,  our
research  team  embarked  on  a  quest  to
untangle the enigmatic connection between
the 'crying Michael Jordan'  meme and the
number  of  preschool  special  education
teachers  in  the  arid  expanse  of  Arizona.
With a fervent dedication to deciphering this
seemingly  absurd  correlation,  our
methodology encompassed a multi-pronged
approach that sought to harmonize both the
whimsical nature of internet memes and the
solemnity of educational staffing.

To  chart  the  undulating  waves  of  'crying
Michael  Jordan's'  internet  prominence,  we
turned to the untamed savannah of Google
Trends,  where  we  sought  to  harness  the
digital  footprints  of  this  iconic  meme.
Through the esoteric  art  of  search engine
analytics,  we  navigated  the  tempestuous
seas  of  internet  fervor,  documenting  the
meme's ebbs and flows, spikes and lulls, as
it cavorted in the unpredictable currents of
online relevance. The troves of digital data,
wrangled from the sprawling wilderness of
the world wide web, provided a panoramic
vista  of  the  meme's  cultural  ascendancy,
offering invaluable insights into its temporal
fluctuations and meteoric peaks of virality.

In  parallel,  our  gaze  turned  toward  the
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  as  we

endeavored to unravel the staffing tableau
of  preschool special  education in the sun-
soaked  state  of  Arizona.  With  a  blend  of
stoic resolution and statistical  acumen, we
sifted through the bureaucratic labyrinths of
occupational  data,  donning  our  detective
hats to discern  the undulating contours of
educational employment. The time-honored
tradition  of  data  wrangling  and  statistical
alchemy,  infused with a dash of  irreverent
audacity,  paved  the  way  for  a
comprehensive  understanding  of  the
staffing  dynamics  within  the  realm  of
preschool special education.

As  we  are  fervent  believers  in  the  adage
"the  devil  is  in  the  details,"  our  intrepid
exploration ventured into the chronological
realm,  spanning  the  years  from  2012  to
2022. This temporal odyssey allowed us to
glean  a  nuanced  understanding  of  the
evolving  relationship  between  the  'crying
Michael  Jordan'  meme  and  the  roster  of
preschool special education teachers in the
land of cacti and coyotes. The broad sweep
of  a  decade,  replete  with  its  cultural
upheavals and educational metamorphoses,
provided  the  fertile  soil  for  our  analytical
endeavors, enabling us to distill the essence
of  this  improbable  correlation  with  the
meticulous precision of digital alchemists.

Armed  with  a  trove  of  digital  footprints,
statistical tinctures, and a resolute spirit  of
inquiry,  we  ventured  into  the  labyrinthine
realm of correlation analyses. Through the
arcane incantations of Pearson's correlation
coefficients  and  the  enigmatic  rituals  of
hypothesis testing, we sought to unveil the
clandestine  threads  that  interwove  the
whimsy  of  internet  culture  with  the
earnestness of educational endeavors. Our
statistical machinations, honed to a razor's
edge and imbued with  a  hint  of  statistical
showmanship,  culminated in the revelation
of  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8520875,
accompanied by a p-value of less than 0.01.
These harbingers of statistical significance,
shrouded in the elegant finery of numerical
prowess, served as the cornerstone of our
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findings  and  stand  as  a  testament  to  the
unanticipated  synergy  between  the  'crying
Michael  Jordan'  meme and the domain of
preschool special education in Arizona.

In summation, our methodological odyssey
navigated  the  turbulent  seas  of  internet
virality, traversed the bureaucratic doldrums
of occupational data, and culminated in the
revelation  of  a  bizarre  yet  compelling
correlation,  defying  conventional  wisdom
and  gesturing  toward  the  idiosyncratic
interplay of internet memes and educational
tapestries.

4. Results

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  data  from Google  Trends
and the Bureau of Labor Statistics revealed
a  remarkable  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  'crying  Michael  Jordan'
meme and the number of preschool special
education  teachers  in  Arizona.  Over  the
period  from  2012  to  2022,  we  found  a
strong correlation coefficient of 0.8520875,
indicating  a  robust  relationship  between
these seemingly disparate phenomena. This
correlation  was further  supported by an r-
squared value of 0.7260530, signifying that
approximately 72.61% of the variation in the
number  of  preschool  special  education
teachers  could  be  explained  by  the
popularity  of  the  'crying  Michael  Jordan'
meme. Perhaps most notably, the statistical
significance of this relationship was affirmed
by  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  firmly
rejecting  the  null  hypothesis  of  no
association.

Upon visual inspection, the data coalesced
into a compelling narrative,  as depicted in
Figure  1.  The  scatterplot  illustrated  a
striking upward trend, aligning the surge in
'crying Michael Jordan' meme interest with a
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Arizona.  This  visual  representation  of  the

data  provided  a  tangible  manifestation  of
the  unanticipated  interplay  between  digital
cultural  phenomena  and  educational
dynamics,  lending support  to the empirical
findings derived from our rigorous statistical
analyses.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In light of these compelling results, we are
compelled  to  consider  the  implications  of
this  peculiar  correlation.  The  unexpected
nexus  between  the  amusement-inducing
'crying  Michael  Jordan'  meme  and  the
provision  of  special  education  services  in
the  preschool  setting  raises  intriguing
questions  about  the  potential  influence  of
internet culture on societal and educational
dynamics.  To  dismiss  this  correlation  as
mere  happenstance  would  be  to  overlook
the  intricate  tapestry  of  socio-cultural  and
educational factors at play. Thus, this study
serves as a catalyst for further exploration
into  the  intricate  and  often  enigmatic
interrelationships  between  seemingly
divergent  domains,  challenging  us  to
broaden our perspectives and embrace the
whimsical  intricacies  of  socio-cultural
trends.

Stay tuned for the discussion section, where
we  will  unravel  the  implications  of  this
uncanny  association  and  delve  into  the
implications  for  education,  internet  culture,
and the enigmatic corridors where the two
converge.
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5. Discussion

The unexpected convergence of the 'crying
Michael Jordan' meme fever and the surge
in preschool  special  education teachers in
Arizona  is  a  tale  as  captivating  as  it  is
confounding. While some may dismiss this
correlation  as  an  amusing  happenstance,
our  findings  underscore  the  palpable
interplay  between  online  cultural
phenomena  and  real-world  educational
landscapes.  Despite  the added  whimsy of
our inquiry, the statistical robustness of our
results  and  the  clear  alignment  with  prior
scholarship  suggests  that  the  implications
warrant serious consideration.

As  Smith  and  Jones  (2018)  astutely
observed in their study on internet memes,
the  dissemination  of  digital  artifacts  can
indeed  catalyze  shifts  in  societal  norms,
transcending  the  realm  of  amusement  to
impact  tangible  social  phenomena.  Our
results substantiate this notion, showcasing
how  the  virtual  laughter-inducing
reverberations of the 'crying Michael Jordan'
meme  extend  their  reach  into  the
foundational  fabric  of  preschool  special
education  provision.  It  appears  that  the
dizzying  whirlwind  of  meme  virality  has
decisively interwoven itself into the practical
dynamics  of  early  childhood  educational
staffing.

Moreover,  Doe  and  Johnson's  (2016)
illuminating  exploration  of  digital  virality
reinforced the far-reaching consequences of
meme  culture.  Our  findings  serve  as  a
tangible  manifestation  of  their  assertions,
with  the  inexplicable  coupling  of  meme
popularity  and  educational  labor  market
dynamics in Arizona serving as an intriguing
testament  to  the  pervasive  influence  of
online  viral  phenomena.  The  notable
correlation  coefficient  and  statistical
significance  underscore  that  this  is  not  a
whimsical  mirage,  but  rather  a  substantial
association  that  warrants  thoughtful

consideration  in  the  broader  context  of
societal and educational trends.

The nexus between a widely adored internet
meme  and  the  provision  of  special
education  services  in  preschool  settings
may seem surreal, but as indicated by our
findings, it beckons us to delve deeper into
the  interwoven  complexities  of  cultural
artifacts  and  educational  paradigms.  The
lines  between the  virtual  and  the  tangible
blur  in  remarkable  ways,  challenging  our
perceptions and nudging us to embrace the
enigmatic  corridors  where  internet  culture
and  educational  realities  converge.  This
study  seeks  to  inspire  further  scholarly
inquiry  into  the intricate web of  influences
that  shape  our  educational  landscapes,
provoking a chuckle as it renders a solemn
call  for  a  more  comprehensive
understanding of the whimsical intricacies at
play.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
bizarre connection between the popularity of
the 'crying Michael Jordan'  meme and the
number  of  preschool  special  education
teachers in Arizona has yielded fascinating
insights  and  raised  a  myriad  of  eyebrow-
raising  questions.  While  one  might  be
tempted  to  dismiss  this  correlation  as  a
mere quirk of statistical happenstance, the
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8520875
and the resoundingly significant  p-value of
less  than  0.01  demand  our  sober
consideration.  The visual  representation of
the data in Figure 1 compellingly illustrates
the  synchronized  surge  in  'crying  Michael
Jordan' meme interest and the burgeoning
population  of  preschool  special  education
teachers in the sun-soaked state of Arizona.
It is as if the tears shed by the digital visage
of Michael Jordan have watered the seeds
of early educational development, fostering
an unexpected symbiosis between the world
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of  internet  humor  and  the  realm  of
preschool education.

This  unconventional  correlation  opens  the
floodgates  to  a  mesmerizing  realm  of
speculation  and  inquiry.  Does  the
amusement-inducing  power  of  the  'crying
Michael  Jordan'  meme  inspire  a  wave  of
empathetic  educators  to  embark  on  the
noble pursuit of serving the needs of young
learners in Arizona? Or does this correlation
hint  at  a  deeper,  unseen  force  at  play,
intertwining  the  playful  jests  of  internet
culture  with  the  serious  business  of  early
childhood  education?  Indeed,  these
questions  beckon  us  to  look  beyond  the
surface  hilarity  and  ponder  the  curious
nuances  that  underpin  the  interplay
between  digital  trends  and  educational
domains.

Nevertheless, as we revel in the bewitching
confluence  of  the  'crying  Michael  Jordan'
meme and preschool education in Arizona,
the  charming  unpredictability  of  this
correlation does not escape our attention. It
is a reminder that the academic landscape,
much like the internet meme ecosystem, is
rife with delightful surprises and unexpected
connections.  As  we  place  the  proverbial
period  on  this  scientific  inquiry,  we  are
compelled  to  declare  that  no  further
research  in  this  peculiar  domain  is
warranted. For in the whimsical saga of the
'crying  Michael  Jordan'  meme  and  its
unanticipated ties to the realm of preschool
special  education,  we  have  unearthed  a
treasure  trove  of  intellectual  amusement
and scholarly fascination that  need not  be
further expounded upon.

In the end, let us embrace the whimsy of the
unexpected  and  revel  in  the  delightful
mysteries  that  connect  the  realms  of
internet  culture  and  education,  for  in  the
words  of  the  illustrious  Michael  Jordan
himself,  "Just  play.  Have  fun.  Enjoy  the
game." And so, we bid adieu to this unlikely
tale  of  correlation  and  connection,  with  a

wistful  smile  and  a  nod  of  scholarly
appreciation.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


