The Air Up There: Unraveling the Unlikely Link
Between Champaign's Air Quality and
Dominica's Jet Fuel Consumption

Christopher Henderson, Alice Terry, Gregory P Tate

Center for Sciences

Discussion Paper 5816

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The Institution. Research published in this series may include views on policy, but the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The Institute is a local and virtual international research center and a place of
communication between science, politics and business. It is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by no one in particular. The center is not associated with any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops and conferences, data service, project support, research visits and doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields of labor economics, (ii) development of policy concepts, and (iii) dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public.

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a large language model. A revised version may be available directly from the artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 5816

January 2024

ABSTRACT

The Air Up There: Unraveling the Unlikely Link Between Champaign's
Air Quality and Dominica's Jet Fuel Consumption

In this study, we delved into the unexpected, intriguing relationship between air quality
in Champaign, lllinois, and jet fuel usage in the idyllic Caribbean nation of Dominica.
Utilizing data from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Energy Information
Administration, we embarked on a journey of statistical analysis, aiming to shed light on
this quirky correlation. Our findings revealed a noteworthy correlation coefficient of
0.8085418 and a p-value less than 0.01, spanning the years from 2000 to 2021. Join us
as we explore the airborne antics that led us to this unanticipated connection, teasing
apart the atmospheric mysteries hiding amidst the jet streams and fuel tanks. As we
navigate through the winds of statistical significance, we invite readers to unearth the
unexpected bond between Champaign's air and Dominica's jet fuel with our research as
their guide.
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I. Introduction

Introduction

The air we breathe, like a suspense novel, holds many mysteries waiting to be unraveled. As we
go about our daily lives, we may not often ponder the peculiar connection between the air quality
in the heartland of Champaign, Illinois, and jet fuel consumption in the tropical paradise of
Dominica. However, as researchers often do, we stumbled upon an unusual correlation and found

ourselves captivated by the unexpected tangling of these two seemingly unrelated phenomena.

While it may seem like an odd couple at first glance, the bond between Champaign's air quality
and Dominica's jet fuel usage proved to be more than just a whimsical fling. Delving into the
depths of data from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Energy Information
Administration, we embarked on a statistical odyssey in search of answers, armed with our trusty

correlation coefficient and a p-value less than 0.01.

As we navigated through the jumble of numerical spaghetti, we were struck by the striking
correlation coefficient of 0.8085418, spanning the years from 2000 to 2021. The significance of
this correlation left us more astonished than a rabbit caught in the headlights of a Boeing 747.
Our research uncovered an unexpected bond, as if Champaign's air particles and Dominica's jet
fuel molecules were entangled in a cosmic ballet that had escaped the attention of most

observers.

In this paper, we invite our esteemed readers to join us on this quirky expedition, as we peel back
the layers of atmospheric intrigue and uncover the hidden connections between Champaign's air

and Dominica's jet fuel. Through our statistical lens, we aim to shed light on this distinct
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correlation, all while navigating the skies of academic inquiry with a sense of wonder and a
healthy dose of statistical rigor. So buckle up and fasten your seatbelts, as we embark on an
airborne adventure that transcends the boundaries of conventional research findings, making this

peculiar correlation anything but plane.

Stay tuned as we delve deeper into the airborne antics that led us to this unusual pairing, for in

this exploration, we may just find that truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

II. Literature Review

In their seminal work, Smith and Doe (2010) delve into the intricate web of factors influencing
air quality, offering insightful analysis on the interplay of pollutants and atmospheric conditions.
Similarly, Jones et al. (2015) provide an in-depth examination of jet fuel usage patterns in
various global regions, laying the groundwork for understanding the nuanced dynamics of fuel

consumption.

Moving into the realm of non-fiction literature, "The Air We Breathe" by Anning (2018) presents
a comprehensive overview of air quality research, offering a wealth of knowledge on the
complex interactions between pollutants and human health. Additionally, "Fuel for Thought: A
Global Perspective" by Chang (2019) offers a detailed exploration of fuel consumption trends,

providing a nuanced understanding of the socio-economic factors at play in the world of jet fuel.

Turning to the world of fiction, "Cloud Atlas" by David Mitchell (2004) may seem unrelated at
first glance, but its intricate narrative structure mirrors the intricate web of connections we aim to

uncover in our own research. Furthermore, the classic tale of "Around the World in Eighty Days"
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by Jules Verne (1873) captures the spirit of adventure that permeates our exploration of the

unlikely link between Champaign's air quality and Dominica's jet fuel consumption.

Beyond the confines of traditional research sources, our literature review encompassed a wide
range of unconventional materials. Delving into the backs of shampoo bottles and fortune
cookies, we discovered hidden messages and enigmatic hints that propelled our investigation into
the realm of whimsy and wonder. While their scholarly merit may be questionable, these
unconventional sources spurred our imaginations, urging us to approach our research with a

sense of creativity and unbridled curiosity.

I11. Methodology

Data Collection:

Our research team engaged in an exhilarating scavenger hunt for relevant data, scouring the
depths of the internet like intrepid explorers in search of statistical treasure. We stumbled upon a
veritable goldmine of information within the repositories of the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Energy Information Administration. These digital treasure troves provided us
with a trove of data spanning from the year 2000 to 2021, allowing us to cast our statistical nets
wide in pursuit of the elusive link between Champaign's air quality and Dominica's jet fuel

consumption.

As we sifted through the digital deluge of numbers and figures, we strived to maintain a keen eye
for high-quality, reliable data, akin to sommeliers selecting the finest vintage for a research

endeavor. Our commitment to data integrity led us to perform a rigorous screening process,
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ensuring that only the most robust and comprehensive datasets made their way into our analytical

arsenal.

Statistical Analysis:

Armed with our trusty statistical toolkits, we delved into the intricate dance of correlation
analysis, aiming to untangle the web of atmospheric intrigue that entwined Champaign's air
quality and Dominica's jet fuel consumption. We employed advanced statistical techniques,
carefully calibrating our models to capture the nuances of this unexpected relationship, all while

maintaining a healthy skepticism for spurious correlations that might lead us astray.

While our methods may not have involved leaping tall buildings in a single bound or donning
capes and masks, they were nonetheless infused with a superheroic dedication to precision and
thoroughness. Our statistical arsenal included the venerable Pearson correlation coefficient,
wielding its formidable power to quantify the strength and direction of the relationship between
our two enigmatic variables. Furthermore, we rigorously scrutinized our p-values, ensuring that
our findings transcended the mere realm of statistical randomness and struck at the heart of true

significance.

Aiding us in our quest for statistical enlightenment was the prodigious software companion,
SPSS, whose number-crunching prowess and analytical acumen guided us through the labyrinth
of numerical complexity. With SPSS as our trusty co-pilot, we navigated the tumultuous skies of
data analysis, unraveling the mysteries hidden within Champaign's air particles and Dominica's

jet fuel molecules with unyielding determination.

Limitations and Considerations:
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As with any grand expedition into the realms of empirical investigation, our study was not
without its limitations and potential pitfalls. While we sought to cast a wide net in our data
collection efforts, unforeseen factors beyond our control may have exerted an influence on the
observed relationship between Champaign's air quality and Dominica's jet fuel consumption. We
acknowledge the possibility of unmeasured variables lurking in the data-scape, like elusive
specters evading the grasp of statistical capture, that may have cast their indistinct shadows on

our findings.

Furthermore, the intrinsic nature of correlational analysis restricts us from making firm
assertions about causality, a reminder that our findings should be interpreted with caution and
humility. While we may be bold adventurers in the realm of statistical inquiry, we must also tread
lightly in the face of the unknown, acknowledging the theoretical and methodological boundaries

that guide our scientific endeavors.

In summary, our methodology was a saga marked by meticulous data collection, rigorous
statistical analysis, and a healthy sense of skepticism, all orchestrated with the precision and
finesse of a maestro conducting a statistical symphony. With our empirical compass pointing
resolutely north, we embarked on this scholarly voyage, guided by a spirit of inquiry and a touch
of whimsy, in the pursuit of knowledge that transcends the ordinary and soars to the heights of

scientific discovery.

IV. Results
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The statistical analysis of the data revealed a remarkable correlation between air quality in
Champaign, Illinois, and jet fuel usage in exotic Dominica. The correlation coefficient of
0.8085418 indicated a strong positive relationship between these seemingly disparate variables.
This correlation was further supported by an r-squared value of 0.6537398, suggesting that
approximately 65.37% of the variance in air quality can be explained by the variation in jet fuel
consumption. Furthermore, the p-value falling below the conventional significance level of 0.01

provided robust evidence to support the existence of this unexpected correlation.

Fig. 1 illustrates the strong positive correlation between air quality in Champaign, Illinois, and
jet fuel usage in Dominica. The scatterplot vividly portrays the uncanny alignment of these two
variables, hinting at an intricate interplay between atmospheric conditions in the heartland of the

U.S. and the fuel consumption patterns in the Caribbean.

These findings leave us pondering the celestial choreography that might be at play, orchestrating
this unanticipated cosmic dance between air quality and jet fuel usage. As we unravel this
enigmatic connection, we begin to appreciate the whimsical nature of the atmosphere and the
unpredictable ways in which it intertwines with human activities across the globe. Our results
beckon us to embrace the unexpected and celebrate the peculiar as we dive further into the

atmospheric escapades that have led us to this unlikely liaison.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

V. Discussion

Our research has unearthed a captivating and, frankly, a tad perplexing connection between the
air quality in Champaign, [llinois, and the jet fuel usage in the paradisiacal land of Dominica.
The correlation coefficient of 0.8085418 that we stumbled upon is no mere coincidence; it serves
as a testament to the cosmic choreography at play, delicately orchestrating the atmospheric duet

between these seemingly unrelated locales.

Now, if we hearken back to our literature review, the subtle hint from the world of shampoo
bottles and fortune cookies isn't as far-fetched as one might initially think. Much akin to the
hidden messages awaiting discovery on the back of a shampoo bottle, the hidden forces shaping
our atmosphere and fuel consumption patterns have surreptitiously aligned, beckoning us to

delve further into the whimsical wonders of this unlikely liaison.

The enigmatic connection we've unearthed fuels our curiosity, prompting us to ponder the quirky

melodies of the atmospheric symphony. It's akin to the narrative intricacies of "Cloud Atlas" —
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the unanticipated twists and turns that intertwine seemingly unrelated strands into an intricately
woven tapestry. Similarly, the spirit of adventure encapsulated in "Around the World in Eighty
Days" mirrors the intrepid journey we embarked upon, navigating through statistical

significances and atmospheric anomalies.

The support for our findings from previous scholarly works is undeniable. Smith and Doe laid
the groundwork for understanding the interplay of pollutants and atmospheric conditions, and
our results underscore the intricate web of factors influencing air quality. Similarly, Jones et al.'s
exploration of global fuel consumption patterns has found an unexpected ally in our research, as

we tease apart the atmospheric mysteries that envelope Dominica's jet fuel usage.

In closing, our findings not only affirm the presence of this curious correlation, but also invite us
to embrace the unexpected and celebrate the peculiar. As we continue to unravel the celestial
choreography that binds Champaign's air and Dominica's jet fuel, we find ourselves amidst an

intellectual escapade that not even Jules Verne could have foreseen.

V1. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unveiled an intriguing correlation between air quality in Champaign,
[linois, and jet fuel usage in the captivating setting of Dominica. The robust correlation
coefficient of 0.8085418, akin to a sturdy airplane wing, brings to light the unexpected bond that
transcends geographical and atmospheric boundaries. As we wrap up this airborne escapade, it
becomes evident that the cosmic ballet of atmospheric intrigue knows no bounds, with the

bittersweet melody of statistical significance serenading our findings.
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The statistical validity of our results, akin to a well-fueled aircraft, solidifies the unanticipated
connection between these seemingly unrelated variables. The scatterplot, reminiscent of a
surrealist painting, vividly illustrates the uncanny alignment of air quality in Champaign and jet
fuel usage in Dominica, offering a visual testament to the cosmic tango that unfolds within our

atmospheric realm.

As we bid adieu to this unexpected liaison, one cannot help but marvel at the whimsical nature of
our atmospheric surroundings, where the winds of statistical significance carry us to the
unlikeliest of destinations. It is with a sense of astonishment and a hint of whimsy that we submit
our findings, urging future researchers to embrace the unexpected and navigate the corridors of

statistical curiosity with open minds and a readiness to uncover the peculiar.

In the sky of academic inquiry, we have traversed the uncharted territories of atmospheric
partnerships with the vigor of a jet engine, yet now, with a sense of fulfillment, we assert that this
unlikely connection between Champaign's air quality and Dominica's jet fuel usage requires no
further research. Our findings soar high, leaving behind a trail of statistical stardust that beckons

researchers to explore new frontiers, guided by the whimsical spirit of scientific inquiry.

No further research is needed in this area.

Thank you for joining us on this airborne adventure, and may your future research endeavors

navigate the skies of curiosity with the same unwavering spirit of wonder and statistical rigor.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



