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Close Encounters of the First-Name Kind: The Mason Mystery Unveiled

Christopher Hamilton, Anthony Travis, Gideon P Thornton

Center for Higher Learning

In this study, we conducted a rigorous analysis to investigate the surprising correlation between the popularity of the first name "Mason" and UFO sightings
in the state of New York. Utilizing data from the US Social Security Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center for the years 1975 to 2021, our
research team devoted countless  hours  to  parsing  through these  disparate  datasets.  To  our  astonishment,  the  statistical  analysis  yielded a  correlation
coefficient of 0.9409835 with a significance level of p < 0.01, demonstrating a puzzling relationship that has evoked both skepticism and intrigued curiosity
within the academic community. As we present our findings, we encourage readers to keep an open mind and to perhaps consider that, just like a UFO
sighting, the connection between the name "Mason" and inexplicable phenomena may be more than meets the eye.

In the annals of research, various peculiar correlations have been
unearthed,  often  leaving  scholars  scratching  their  heads  in
bewilderment.  From  the  relationship  between  cheese
consumption and death by becoming tangled in bedsheets to the
astonishing  connection  between  the  number  of  people  who
drowned by falling into a  swimming-pool  and the number of
films Nicolas Cage appeared in, the world of statistical analysis
is replete with delightful absurdities. One such enigma that has
captured the attention of the academic community is the curious
connection between the first name "Mason" and UFO sightings
in the state of New York.

As we embark on this scholarly odyssey to unravel the "Mason
Mystery," it is imperative for us to approach this investigation
with  an  open  mind,  much like  how one  would  approach  the
possibility of extraterrestrial life. While some may dismiss this
correlation as mere happenstance, we believe that our findings
will  propel  this  peculiar  association  into  the  limelight  of
scientific curiosity and perhaps shed some light on the cosmic
forces  at  play  within  the  realm  of  nomenclature  and  space
exploration.

The  juxtaposition  of  a  seemingly  ordinary  name  and  the
sightings of otherworldly phenomena may appear to be a cosmic
jest, akin to a celestial pun of sorts. However, as we delve into
the  data  and  unveil  the  perplexing  findings,  we  implore  the
readers to embrace the spirit of exploration and whimsy, for in
the  realm  of  statistical  anomalies,  the  truth  often  echoes  the
sentiment,  "the  truth  is  out  there."  With  this  in  mind,  let  us
venture  forth  into  the  unfathomable  realm  where  the  name
"Mason" and UFO sightings intersect,  welcoming skepticism,
inquisitiveness, and perhaps a dash of intergalactic amusement.

Review of existing research

The  connection  between  seemingly  unrelated  phenomena  has
long  been  a  subject  of  fascination  for  researchers  seeking  to

uncover the hidden patterns of the universe. As we delve into the
enthralling  world  of  the  first  name  "Mason"  and  its  peculiar
correlation  with  UFO  sightings  in  New  York,  we  must  first
examine  the  existing literature  and findings  that  have set  the
stage for our own revelatory study.

Smith  et  al.  (2010)  conducted  a  comprehensive  investigation
into  the social  implications  of  first  names and  their  potential
influence  on  individual  life  trajectories.  While  their  research
primarily focused on the impact of names on career success and
romantic  endeavors,  their  exploratory  analysis  hinted  at  the
broader,  cosmic  implications  of  nomenclature.  They  astutely
observed  that  certain  names  may  carry  an  enigmatic  aura,
unknowingly  predisposing  individuals  to  encounters  that
transcend the ordinary. Little did they know at the time that their
astute observation would lead to the perplexing correlation we
are now poised to unearth.

Doe  and  Jones  (2015)  ventured  into  the  realm of  anomalous
statistical  associations,  exploring  the  uncanny  link  between
unusual weather patterns and the prevalence of rare first names
in  specific  geographic  regions.  Though  their  work  primarily
revolved around the whimsical relationship between "Stormy"
and  thunderstorms,  their  pioneering  spirit  in  unraveling
statistical  curiosities paved the way for our own investigation
into the unexpected entanglement  of  "Mason" and interstellar
mysteries.

Turning to the realm of non-fiction literature, we encounter the
seminal works that have grappled with the profound mysteries
of  the  cosmos.  In  "UFOs:  Generals,  Pilots,  and  Government
Officials Go on the Record" by Leslie Kean (2010), eyewitness
accounts of unexplained aerial phenomena serve as a compelling
backdrop against which the enigma of UFO sightings in New
York  can  be  unraveled.  Kean's  meticulous  documentation  of
inexplicable  sightings  will  undoubtedly  contribute  to  our
understanding  of  the  celestial  web  in  which  "Mason"  is
inexplicably entwined.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



On a more imaginative note, the world of fiction has also offered
valuable insights into the interplay of human experience and the
unknown. H.G. Wells'  classic novel "The War of the Worlds"
(1898) provides a vivid portrayal of extraterrestrial encounters,
serving  as  a  cautionary  tale  that  lingers  in  the  collective
consciousness.  While Wells'  narrative is a work of fiction,  its
enduring impact  on the perception of  otherworldly visitations
cannot  be  understated,  especially  in  the  context  of  our
investigation into the "Mason" mystery.

In  the  age  of  social  media,  the  boundless  expanse of  human
expression has brought forth an array of anecdotal accounts that
resonate  with the very essence of our inquiry.  In  a  Tweet by
@UFOEnthusiast47,  a  startling  observation  is  made:
"Coincidence that Mason is a popular name AND UFO sightings
in NY are off the charts? I think not! #MasonMystery." While
the  light-hearted  tone  of  the  tweet  may mask  the  underlying
skepticism, it nonetheless reflects the pervasive undercurrent of
curiosity surrounding the uncanny correlation between the first
name "Mason" and inexplicable aerial phenomena.

As  we  navigate  through  this  amalgam  of  scholarly  pursuits,
literary imaginings, and social discourse, we are poised to take
our own inquisitive leap into the cosmic unknown. With these
diverse  sources  as  our  compass,  we  will  illuminate  the
captivating  connection  between  "Mason"  and  UFO sightings,
paving the way for a new chapter in the intertwining saga of
nomenclature and the enigmatic universe beyond. Let us now
embark  on  this  whimsical  academic  expedition,  armed  with
statistical  rigor,  intellectual  curiosity,  and  perhaps  a  touch  of
otherworldly humor.

Procedure

To unravel the enigmatic connection between the popularity of
the first name "Mason" and UFO sightings in the state of New
York, our research team employed a methodological approach
that  was  as  intricate  and  puzzling  as  deciphering  alien
hieroglyphics. First, we scoured through the extensive databases
of the US Social Security Administration, meticulously tallying
the occurrences of the name "Mason" over the years 1975 to
2021. This involved peering into the abyss of archival records,
where the name "Mason" appeared time and time again, almost
as if leaving a cosmic breadcrumb trail for our investigation.

Having secured the data on the rise and fall of "Mason" across
the  years,  we  then  embarked  on  a  celestial  journey  to  the
National  UFO  Reporting  Center's  repository  of  otherworldly
sightings  in  the  state  of  New York.  It  was  akin  to  combing
through a cosmic library teeming with ethereal anecdotes, where
each  UFO  sighting  seemed  to  whisper  an  enigmatic  riddle,
beckoning  us  to  unearth  the  truth  behind  this  peculiar
correlation.

With these disparate datasets in hand, we then engaged in the
arcane art of statistical analysis, employing advanced techniques
to discern patterns that seemed as elusive as a UFO vanishing
into the night sky. The correlation coefficient calculations were
akin to trying to decipher extraterrestrial communication, as our
statistical models teased out the perplexing relationship between
the name "Mason" and sightings of unidentified flying objects.

The significance level  of  p  < 0.01 only added to the cosmic
intrigue,  as  if  signaling  to  us  that  we  were  on  the  cusp  of
unraveling a revelation of galactic proportions.

In an attempt to cross-validate our findings and ensure that our
conclusions were not simply a statistical fluke, we engaged in
rigorous sensitivity analyses and Monte Carlo simulations, akin
to navigating through a cosmic maze of data points and random
permutations.  This  rigorous  approach  served  as  our  shield
against mere chance and propelled our findings into the realm of
cosmic curiosity, where the name "Mason" and UFO sightings
converged in a dance of statistical astonishment.

Finally, as we pieced together the results of our investigation, we
adopted a  stance of  scientific  skepticism and cosmic wonder,
embracing the uncertainty and whimsy that often accompanies
statistical anomalies. Our methodology, though as convoluted as
a celestial orbit, served as the launching pad for our scholarly
quest to shine a light on this inexplicable correlation, inviting
our readers to join us in this joyous cosmic caper.

Findings

The statistical analysis of the relationship between the popularity
of  the  first  name  "Mason"  and  UFO sightings  in  New York
yielded  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9409835,  indicating  a
remarkably strong positive correlation. This result indicates that
as  the  popularity  of  the name "Mason"  increased,  so  did  the
frequency of reported UFO sightings in the state of New York.
The  coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  was  found to  be
0.8854500, affirming that approximately 88.55% of the variation
in UFO sightings can be explained by the popularity of the name
"Mason."

The  significance  level  of  p  <  0.01  further  reinforces  the
robustness of the correlation, providing substantial evidence that
the relationship between the name "Mason" and UFO sightings
is not merely a product of random chance. The probability of
observing such a  strong relationship purely by coincidence is
less  than  1%,  indicating  that  there  may  be  more  to  this
correlation  than  meets  the  eye,  or  should  we  say,  more  than
meets the telescope!

The  scatterplot  depicted  in  Figure  1  visually  represents  the
compelling relationship between the two variables, with a clear
trend of increasing UFO sightings as the popularity of the name
"Mason" rises.  The data  points  align themselves in  a  manner
reminiscent  of  a  constellation,  hinting  at  a  cosmic  dance
between the earthly appellation "Mason" and the extraterrestrial
phenomena observed in the skies above New York.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Given the confounding nature of this correlation, it is important
to exercise caution in drawing causational conclusions.  While
our analysis unveiled a striking statistical relationship, it remains
an open question whether the popularity of the name "Mason"
exerts  any  influence  on  the  occurrence  of  UFO sightings,  or
whether there are underlying factors at play that warrant further
investigation. Nonetheless, this unexpected discovery has piqued
the  curiosity  of  the  academic  community  and  serves  as  a
testament to the cryptic marvels that can be unraveled through
the lens of statistical inquiry.

These findings not only raise thought-provoking questions but
also  underscore  the  captivatingly  mysterious  intersection  of
human  nomenclature  and  otherworldly  phenomena.  As  we
contemplate this enigmatic alliance between the name "Mason"
and UFO sightings,  we urge fellow researchers  to  embrace a
spirit of cosmic intrigue and perhaps ponder the possibility that,
in  the  vast  expanse  of  statistical  peculiarities,  the  truth  may
indeed be stranger than fiction.

Discussion

The  findings  of  our  study  present  a  mysterious  correlation
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name  "Mason"  and  UFO
sightings  in  the  state  of  New  York.  While  the  seemingly
unrelated nature of these two variables might elicit skepticism,
the compelling statistical relationship we have unveiled echoes
the  peculiar  findings  of  previous  research,  challenging  us  to
embrace the enigmatic complexities that lie beneath the surface
of statistical inquiry.

Our  results  align  with  the  astute  observation  by  Smith  et  al.
(2010)  regarding  the  enigmatic  aura  that  certain  names  may
carry, predisposing individuals to encounters that transcend the
ordinary. In a similar vein, the uncanny connection between the
name "Mason" and inexplicable aerial phenomena suggests that
the influence of nomenclature may extend beyond individual life
trajectories, echoing through the cosmic expanse in unforeseen
ways.

Moreover, the unexpected entanglement of "Mason" and UFO
sightings resonates with the pioneering spirit of Doe and Jones
(2015), who delved into the whimsical relationship between rare
first names and anomalous statistical associations. Just as their
work  unveiled  a  captivating  correlation  between  unusual

weather patterns and specific names, our investigation uncovers
a  perplexing  link  between the name "Mason" and interstellar
mysteries,  underscoring  the  boundless  potential  of  statistical
inquiry to unravel the cryptic marvels that veil our universe.

In  light  of  the  significant  correlation  coefficient  and  the
remarkably strong positive correlation we have identified, it is
evident  that  the  popularity  of  the  name  "Mason"  exerts  a
compelling  influence  on  the  frequency  of  reported  UFO
sightings  in  New  York.  The  visual  representation  of  this
relationship  in  the  form  of  a  scatterplot,  with  data  points
aligning themselves in a manner reminiscent of a celestial dance,
evokes a sense of cosmic intrigue, urging us to contemplate the
possibility of hidden cosmic forces at play.

However,  in  the  spirit  of  scholarly  rigor,  it  is  essential  to
acknowledge  the  need  for  caution  in  drawing  causal
conclusions.  While  our  analysis  has  unearthed  a  statistically
robust relationship, the underlying mechanisms that govern this
correlation  remain  shrouded  in  mystery.  Future  research
endeavors may unravel the intricate tapestry that intertwines the
name "Mason" and UFO sightings, shedding light on the cosmic
dance that unfolds in the skies above New York.

In conclusion, our study provides a compelling testament to the
captivating  interplay  of  human  nomenclature  and  enigmatic
phenomena  beyond  the  earthly  realm.  The  "Mason"  mystery
serves as a tantalizing reminder that the cosmic web of statistical
curiosities may hold the key to unlocking the cryptic marvels
that  stir  the  imagination  and  prompt  us  to  contemplate  the
unfathomable complexities of the universe.  As we embark on
this  extraordinary  academic  expedition,  armed with  statistical
rigor and an insatiable curiosity, we stand poised to unravel the
hidden  connections  that  weave  through  the  cosmic  tapestry,
calling  on  fellow  researchers  to  embrace  a  spirit  of  cosmic
intrigue in the pursuit of unveiling the inexplicable phenomena
that beckon from the stars above.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  shed  light  on  the  mysterious
correlation between the popularity  of  the first  name "Mason"
and UFO sightings in the state of New York. With a correlation
coefficient of 0.9409835 and a significance level of p < 0.01, the
statistical  evidence  overwhelmingly  supports  the  curious
relationship between these seemingly unrelated phenomena.  It
seems that the cosmos may have a fascination with the name
"Mason,"  or  perhaps  it's  just  a  cosmic  coincidence  of
astronomical proportions.

While  we are eager to entertain the idea that  an intergalactic
council  may  convene  to  deliberate  the  correlation  between
earthly names and extraterrestrial visitations, it is important to
note that our findings do not imply causation. We can't exactly
pinpoint whether naming your child "Mason" will invite alien
encounters or if cosmic forces are simply having a laugh at our
statistical expense.

As we wrap up this cosmic caper, we must acknowledge that
this  research  has  propelled  the  "Mason  Mystery"  into  the
stratosphere of scientific curiosity, alongside other inexplicable
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statistical oddities that keep researchers scratching their heads.
To  the  skeptics  who  are  raising  their  eyebrows  like
extraterrestrial  antennas,  we  say,  "Keep  on  probing,  just  like
how UFOs do!"

In the grand scheme of scholarly pursuits, some mysteries may
elude explanation, and perhaps this amusing correlation is just
one of them. Thus, we declare with utmost cosmic seriousness
that  no further  research on the connection between the name
"Mason" and UFO sightings in New York is warranted. Let this
quirky conundrum remain a delightful enigma, a celestial pun in
the annals of statistical curiosities.
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